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Homos Denies Involvement 
IniUlepdAnti-Pope Plot 

^^^^“toeiieHepdplanlowaauate 
iP John Hut n during his recent visit to 
Lebanon. 

"With great regret we rend hi some Lebanese 
■*wspapen ... a fain nmnalion agatoat Hamas,” 
the group uid In a sta te me nt puhllahed by Beirut 
newspapers. 

(ContdonPg. 14) 
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President Winds Up 
Central Asian Tour 


Turkey Says Israel Miillay 
Exercises to Go Ahead 

ANKARA — A Turkish Foreign Ministry official 
said on Wednesday that plans to hold Joint naval 
exercises with Israel were continuing, despite 
comments by Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
suggesting they may be postponed. 

‘There has been no definite date set for Joint 
exercises between Turkey and Israel Otar efforts on 
this matter are continuing. No information on the 
matter of postponement has reached us from a 
military source,” said Sennet Atacanli, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. 

(Contd on I*g. 14) 


ANKARA :-=^r^buHdah troops, 
backodby ^ north 

Iraq. at ; d^^ ^^ ^dnesday 'to 
• crai*'-V ( ^i^|^nrds, local 
correegOTsfens reported. 

They browrid foeHeril River, 
vriik^ iinptetxxdBr, its point 
east of Habtiir, : at die extreme west 
end of tfc jjbgtim>-die journalists 
said • • 

TheKnriMfe-popiihlBil area of 
nortiim lc^ in wiiicfa the Turks 
eatendkaHt of the control of the 
anthootierm Baghdad . . 

The Turkish troops were push- 
ing mainly iota die regions of 
Kanimasi, Metina and Dericar, 
where bases of the Kurdistan- 
Warkers’ Partyare known to ex- 
ist, tbe correspondents said. 

Elsewhere, a large number of 
tanks and armored vehicles was 
seenat : Gizre, insoutheast Turkey 
oOtheboider with Syria, by local 
- " .*• - 


Since early April some 50,000 
Turkish troops and hundreds of 
tanks, according to estimates by 

local reporters, have been making 
all along the Turldsh-lraqi border. 


The Iraqi government on 
Wednesday denounced a Turkish 
incursion into northern Iraq and 
demanded the immediate pullout 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani wound up his 
two-Centnd Asian nation tour, to 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan 
where be a tt ended the Economic 





• -They wereheaded in ffaerfirec- 
bon of Habnr, die only point of 
passage between Turkov and Iraq. 


QAEN, Khorasan Province (May 14) —An earthquake which rocked eastern Iran caused an estimated 
$350 miHion worth of destruction and it wiD take months to repair damaged infrastructure. An old 
woman mounts the tragic death of her beloved ones in the Idller quake which leveled villages near the 

cities of Qaen and Itiijand hi Khorasan Province, IdlEng 1,560 and injuring thousands. 

: .W»lo: Moftaba Taldn 


Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
summit, and arrived here 
Wednesday. 

During his 6-day tour the presi- 
dent discussed with senior Tajik 
and Turkmen officials. 

In Dushanbe, Turkmenistan he 
attended the 10-member ECO 

s ummi t 

Meanwhile before leaving 
Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan, Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
called as beneficial the decision 
taken by Heads of the Economic 
Cooperation countries for forma- 
tion of a particular committee to 
examine the projects for transpor- 
tation of Central Asia's gas and 
oil. 

Speaking at a joint press con- 
ference after the end of ECO sum- 
mit, Rafsanjani stressed that die 
committee will examine ways for 
transportation of 03 and gas to 
oversees free from political obser- 
vation and merely with due atten- 
tion to ecoaomic requirements. 

Calling valuable all the deci- 
(ContdonPg. 14) 
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The Support 

of Some Former Ministers of 

Mir Hussein Musavi’s 

Dutiful Cabinet for Hojjatoleslam 

Seyed Mohammad Khatami 

In the Name of the Most High 

The glorious Islamic Rcvehrtkm, estohHshedby the great Leader of oar age, Inuun Khomeini (RA), and dedications of the upstanding Iranian 
n at * o a *»d protected by-thc adf sacrifices of oar loved once dnriug military, political nd economic upheavals, la now to stage the historic 
event of the seventh presidential election. The esteemed people of Iran, directed by the Su p r e me Leader, Ayatollah 10. 3 ^.^^ win determine 
their own de s tiny by casting their votes on May 23, 1W7. 

Every Iranian patriot Wan the responsibility of lay i ng to get to know the presidential candidates farther and elect a man of management, 
insight and political efficiency ns the ncaflt president. 

We, the me mb e r s of Mir H u s s ei n MhsacvPs cabinet, sec these merits in Hojjatoleslam Seyed Mohammad Wm«n; and intr o duce dns 
revoluti o n ar y scholar, with whom we have had the honor of fighting against the enemies during the tnrhnlent days of the sacred defense, to 
the han&tt nation. We traly believe tfast his endeavors and wisdom ensu re a pr omo t i n g fhtore for the Islamic Iran. 
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Mohfien Noorbakhsh * 

Behzad Nabavi 
Mohammad Asqari 
Mohammad Reza AyatoHahi 
Mohammad Faribacfi 
Mohammad Shahab Gonabadi 
Afi Akbar Mohfashamipoor 
Abdolhusaein Vahaji 
Maaoad Roghani Zanjani 
Moetafa Hashemi laba 
AtaoUah Mohajerani 
Seyed Kazem Akrami 
Mohammad Salamati 
Abbas Afi Zafi 

Seyed Eamui Davoodi Shamd 
Abolqasem Sarhadizadeh 
Reza AmroDahi 


Russia, NATO 
Finalize Key 
Accord 

MOSCOW — Russia and NATO 
agreed on the text of a document 
here Wednesday defining their 
future relations after the planned 
enlargement of the Western 
alliance, and lifting the threat of a 
new Odd War in Europe. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov announced 
that be bad reached a “full agree- 
ment” with NATO Secretary- 
General Javier Solana, and both 
officials were beaming as they 
briefed reporters on their grueling 
negotiations at the Foreign Minis- 
try residence. 

Primakov said the agreement, 
which covered military and politi- 
cal issues, would be banded to 
President Boris Yeltsin and the 
leaders of the 16 NATO countries 

for approval. 

Once approved, “the road to 
signing in Paris will be open,” 
Primakov said. 

Yeltsin has said he aims to sign 
an accord with NATO in Paris on 
May 27. 

Primakov and Solana started 
their sixth round of talks Tuesday 
in a bid to finalize the accord, to 
be called the founding act, which 
has been under negotiation since 
January. 

“This is a great victory for the 
world community, Russia and the 
other countries interested in 
peace,” Primakov said. 

Solana said the agreement was 
“a joint success, "and stressed that 
the negotiations had been ‘Very 
difficult” 

“We worked yesterday after- 
noon, all night and this morning, ” 
Solana said, adding: “I hope the 
document will be approved, so that 
it can be signed on May 27 in 
Paris.” 

He also praised Primakov as “a 
tough, intelligent negotiator, who 
(Contd cm Pg. 14) 

Russia to Remain 
Chechnya’s Main 
Partner 

MOSCOW — Russia will remain 
Chechnya's mam partner, both 
economically and politically, and 
will be placed ahead of the West 
and Arab countries, Chechen 
President Aslan Maskbadov said 
Wednesday. 

“Russia is a great power,” 
Maskhadov, who was cited by the 
ITAR-TASS news agency, said. 
“She is close to us and today 
everything links us economically. 

“That is why I am committed 
to Russia, much more so than the 
West and the Muslim world.” 

Maskhadov made his stat e ment 
Tuesday upon his return to the 
north Caucasus republic following 
a visit to Moscow, the news 
agency said. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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B o they not know 
ttxrt Allah accepts 
repentance from 
Hlc servants and takes the 
aims, and that Atah is the 
Overturning (to mercy], 
ffw Merciful? 


(HOLY QORAN) (9:104)1 



Turkey Invades Iraq for 
Second Time 


_ round 3,000 Turkish troops, with tanks and artillery, 
^^kpushed across the Iraqi border early on Wednesday, 


invading Iraq for second time in two years. 

In an attempt to settle its account with the Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PICK), the government in Ankara has violated 
international law and trampled down good neighborliness. 

Taking advantage of Iraq's weakness at this stage, Ankara 
knowingly or unknowingly is setting a precedent for future 
which will endanger the security of its neighbors, especially 
that of Iran and Syria. 

It has now become evident that the main victims of the 
incursions are the Kurds who have already suffered enough 
due to the atrocities of Saddam Hussein and intermittent 
inter-Kurdish wars. 

Turkish troops have not learnt their lessons from March 
1995 invasion of Iraq. Fighting the PICK guerrillas by a regular 
army will not lead the army to a victory. The Turkish military 
experts must not forget this fact. 

Embroiled in a serious confrontation with the Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, the Turkish army by 
attacking Iraq is trying to divert the attention of the people j 
from domestic problems to the PKK issue. 

However, it is not a good policy. Instead of resorting to 
such ploys at the cost of poor Kurds, the Turkish army must 
respect the aspirations of the people. 

Neglect of the people's votes and aspirations mil only 
make the situation more complicated. Algeria must be a good j 
example for the Turkish army generals. Playing in the hands j 
of the Zionist regime and the U.S. will not save them. It did ! 
not even save the Shah, the most subservient servant of the 
United States. 


Construction of Inti 
Silk Rond Complex in 
Qesbm Starts 


Inti Interior Decoration 
Fair Opens in Sbarja 


QESHM. Persian Gulf — Con- 
struction work on the interna- 
tional Silk Road Trade Complex 
in the Qeshm free trade area 
started here Wednesday. 

The complex is to be built on 
an area of 7,700 sq meters by 
Iranian contractors in coopera- 
tion with French consultant engi- 
neers at a cost of Rls.6,000 

^The two-storey building com- 
prises 174 trade units, restau- 
rants and other welfare facilities. 

(IRNA) 


SHARJA — The International 
Interior Decoration Exhibition 
was inaugurated here on 
Wednesday attended by Iran and 
10 other countries. 

A total of 14 Iranian public 
and private companies have put 
their products on show at the 
exhibition. 

The goal behind the four-day 
exhibition, organized by Te- 
hran’s Municipality, is to raise 
export of non-oil commodities 
and marketing of Iranian goods 
on foreign markets. 

(IRNA) 
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Nazarbayev, Rabbani Confer With President Rafsaniani 

liNMiif J " -... i . is.*. representative of his counirv 


’p 



Calling the two countries' link 
through the Caspian Sea a signifi- 
cant privilege to expand bilateral 
trade ties, the president said that 
Iran and Kazakhstan are reliable 
trade partners in the region. 



President Burbanuddin Rab- 
bani of Afghanistan also held a 
separate meeting with President 
Rafsanjani in Ashkhabad on 
Wednesday. 


ECO summit as the only repre- 
sentative of Afghanistan, he said 
sentatxye of Afghanistan, he said 
that thft member states of ECO 
share the view that he is the only 


ASHKHABAD, Turkmenistan (May 14) — President Rafsanjani 
and President Nazarbayev Shake hands in a meeting here. 


By Our Correspondent 

ASHKHABAD — Presidents of 
Kazakhstan and Afghanistan in 
separate meetings on Wednesday 
discussed the latest regional devel- 
opments with President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, on die side- 
lines of the Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) summit in 
Ashkhabad. 


Caspian Sea ports soon. He further 
applauded Iran's cooperation with 
Kazakhstan in oil sector. 





Underlining that there is no ob- 
stacle for promotion of Tehran- Al- 
maty relations, he expressed hope 
that the relations would further 
consolidate in the near future. 


7** 






In his meeting with President 
Rafsanjani, die Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev said that 
Kazakh's first oil consignment is 
expected to be delivered to Iranian 


President Rafsanjani, for his 
part, welcomed die upgrading of 
mutual relations and bilateral co- 
operation, expressing Iran's readi- 
ness to share its experiences in 
reconstruction field with 
Kazakhstan. 
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ASHKHABAD, Turkmenistan (May 14) — President Rafsanjani 
and President Rabbani hold talks here. 


President Condoles 
His Kyrgyz 
Counterpart 


World leaders Send Condolence Messages on Qnake Disaster 


Tehran Times Sendee 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Raisanjani sent a mes- 
sage of condolence on Tuesday to 
his Kyrgyz counterpart President 
Askar Akayev on die passing away 
of his mother. 

The president, who was in 
Ashkhabad to attend the summit 
meeting of die Economic Coop- 
eration Organization (ECO), in his 
message prayed for the soul of die 
deceased and for the health and the 
success of the Kyrgyz president 
and nation. 

Akayev was unable to attend 
the summit meet of the heads of 
the ECO due to his mother ’s 
death. 

In the absence of Akayev, (he 
Kyrgyz Prime Minister Apas Ju- 
magulov was leading his country's 
delegation to the extraordinary 
summit. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — messages of condo- 
lences from different countries 
continue to pour in following die 
7.1 degree quake which hit eastern 
Iran on Saturday killing 1,560 and 
injuring more than 2,500 people. 

Queen Beatrix of the Nether- 
lands, in a message to President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, an 
Wednesday, conveyed her heart- 
felt sympathy with the victims of 
the powerful earthquake in 
Khorasan Province. 

The Cuban leader, Fidel Cas- 
tro, on Tuesday expressed his con- 
dolences over the killer 
earthquake. 

A Venezuelan relief federation 
also condoled the Iranian nation 
and the government, announcing 
its readiness to dispatch a relief 
team to the quake-stricken regions 
to help the survivors. 

Meanwhile, the Thai Premier 
General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh 
sent a message of condolence to 
President Rafsanjani on the disas- 


ter quake. 

“On behalf of the government 
and people of Thailand, I would 
like , to extend -my profound sym- 
pathy and condolence to you and 
to the bereaved families of the 
victims,” the Thai premier said. 

Italian President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro sent a condolence mes- 
sage to President Rafsanjani on 
Tuesday in which he expressed 
sympathy with survivors of the 
deadly quake which hit the north- 
eastern province of Khorasan. 

Meanwhile, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohammad 
and Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi sent similar mes- 
sages to President Rafsanjani and 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati on the sad occasion on Tues- 
day. 

In their messages they condoled 
with bereaved families and the Ira- 
nian nation on the disaster on be- 
half of their government and 
nation. 


Aftershock Kills One in 
a Birjand Village 


- Tehran Tones Service 
TEHRAN — An aftershock which 
struck ■ the quake-hit Bigand on 
Tuesday killed a villager, an 
1RNA report said. 

An aftershock measuring 5.6 
degrees on the open-ended Richter 
scale, the most powerful since the 
Saturday quake, hit the cities of 
Qaen and Birjand and their vicin- 
ity, in the eastern Province of 
Khorasan, at 16:14 hours local 
time (1 1:44 GMT) Tuesday. 

The Seismological Center of 
Geophysics Institute of Tehran 
University announced a short 
while ago that the epicenter of the 
aftershock was 850 km southeast 
of the center. 

According to Governor of Bir- 
jand, Sowlat Mortazavi, the only 
casualty of the aftershock was in 
the village Khou niksar where 10 
more houses were destroyed by 
the latest aftershock. 

The village of Khou Niksar was 
badly damaged in the magnitude 


7.1 quake which hit the area Sat- 
urday noon, he told IRNA. 

Qasem Rahimian, an expert at 
Geophysics Center in Mashhad, 
the provincial center of Khorasan, 
also said that 250 aftershocks have 
been recorded so far, the strongest 
of which bad an intensity of 5.6 
degrees. 

Meanwhile, an earthquake 
measuring 4.2 degrees on the 
Richter scale jolted the city of Ta- 
souj in East Azarbaijan Province, 
at 05:52 hours local time Wednes- 
day. 

The Seismological Center of 
the provincial capital, Tabriz, reg- 
isterd the epicenter of the quake 
100 km northeast of die center. 

No report has yet been received 
on possible loss of life or damage. 

The powerful earthquake of 
Saturday in Khorasan Province 
killed 1,560 and injured more rim n 
2,500 people. 128 villages were 
either badly damaged or de- 
stroyed. 


Ayatollah Mohammad Asef 
Hosseini, leader of Afghanistan’s 
Harakat-e Tslami Party issued a 
condolence communique on Tues- 
day on the catastrophic disaster. 

The statement extended Af- 
ghanistan people’s condolences to 
the president of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran and foe people. 

A portion of communique read 
that “the sorrowful natural disas- 
ter which took the lives of many 
and which has left a number of 
families bereft, has deeply touched 


and moved me and foe Afghan 
refugees.” 

It further read, *‘I deem it nec- 
essary to express my deep griefe 
to you, Mr. president, and to foe 
respectable nation and specifically 
the bereaved families, praying to 
tire Almigh ty Allah to bestow foe 
soul of the victims of foe earth- 
quake the highest position in the 
hereafter, the injured victims a 
speedy recovery and the bereaved 
families patience.” 

The Director General of foe 
United Nations FAiratinngl, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Federico Mayor 
Zaragoza in his meeting on Mon- 
day with Iran’s Per manent Repre- 
sentative to the organization 
Hassan Saddoq, voiced readiness 
to send relief assistance for the 
quake hit Iranians. 

Zaragoza expressing regret on 
the deadly incident asked Saddoq 
to convey his condolence to foe 
Iranian officials and to the be- 
reaved families of the victims. ■ 

Meanwhile, in their meetings 
with the Iranian representative 
some of the envoys of .the 
UNESCO member states such as 
the Russian envoy offered sympa- 
thy an behalf ofrtheir respected 
governments for the victims of the 
Khorasan earthquake. 

Earlier, in two separate mes- 
sages to Iranian officials the 
UNESCO director general and the 
head of foe Executive Council ex- 
pressed grief over the deadly 
quake. 


Dm 




representative of his country sod 
su pp or t him as foe fcfigk! gtivtra~ : 
meat. The Afghan p re s id e nt aba 
expressed hope that the crisis ia 
his country would soon settle 
through the restoration of his gw* 
eminent's sovereignty. 

President Rafsanjani wished 
for the prosperity and success of 
the Afghan nation, expressing 
hope that the official regime of 
President Rabbam with foe contri- 
bution of tbe Afghan people end 
bloodshed and! fratricide in Af- 
ghanistan and make collective ef- 
forts to help reconstruct foe 
war-tom country* . . 
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3rd Stage of ‘ Salman Fateh ’ 
Maneuvers Launched 


C 1 -- 


Tehran Times Sendee 


TEHRAN — The third stage of 
'Salman Fateh' maneuvers was 
launched in foe Persian Gulf and 
Sea of Oman by Iranian naval and 
air forces on Tuesday. 

In this stage called “duty offi- 
cer”, the participating forces car- 


Force fighters carried oat nrilitaty 
exercises against the hypothetical 
enemy and its positions in; the °P' 
erational regions. 


the chemical attacks of the hypo- 
thetical enemy, an IRNA report 
said. 


Navy commandos and Air 


The joint ‘Salman Fateh*; ina- ^ 

neuvers, code-named 4 Ya ^ 
Hussein -e Shahid* coveting a* 
area of 24,000 nautical miles in \ 
south of the Persian Gulf, started . a 
in JaskPort on Sunday and wilL ^ 
extend to the Second Naval Base -\ 
ofRushehr. ... . 
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Election Update I 

: TUiaiB.TfaMs Service - 

fWjEHRAN — Guardian Council released a statement anivounc- 
■ mg that a* regards the order of the list of tfie presidential 
cam^dates the coundl has acted accotding to its usual procedure 
as ft did m the past. The list of the candidates confirmed were 
announced in the order m which they had obtained greater votes 
in the council session. The statement added that in this term the 
council has precisely acted like previous elections. 

* Mohammadi Reyshahri: Presidential candidates and their 
g^lUi^esidiouldshowthe world that election campaign in Islamic 
Iran is not a war for power but that the main concern is to act 
gccoiditig to obligation and safeguarding Islamic and revolutionary 
values. - 

* Nate | Nomt^ddressing the gathering of dvM servants: The 
greater pressiin^aM suffering caused by inflation will be shoul- 
dered by government employees. 

Among ibe ominous impacts of inflation is devaluation of na- 
tionai money and capital owners reap the greatest benefit out of 
this cfctotic economy, amassing wealth by dealing in hard currency 
wd hoarding essentials and durable home appliances and selling 
themiMthexpensive prices. 

The workers, government employees, retired persons and pen- 
stooers suffer in conditions, of inflation for bridling of which solu- 
tions should be worked out 

’Khatami addressing the ^thering of academicians: Individuals 
who escape law and logic try to damage others' personality; and 
damaging tire character of candidates is not in the interest of the 
sodety.The honorable people of Iran are intelligent and will never 
t£ impressed by these tm-lslamicand inhuman moves, and will go 
aheadv^ their stands and principles. 

* Ovw SOQ press managers, writers and officials released a 
statement supporting HojjatoJelsam Nafeq Nouri as the fittest 
presidential candidate. 

* Acting commander of the disciplinary forces: The present 
condition is of special sensitivity and the world are wafting to see 
the post-presidential -election period to make their comments. 

He added that disciplinary forces have not interfered in the 
election process and will continue to do so. 

*. Ayatollah EmamrKashani, secretary of the Jame-e Rouhaniyat- 
e Mubarez: Mr. Nafeq Nouri is the fittest for the president post. 

*Yazd Province's Friday Prayer leader, Hojjatoleslam Sadoghi: 
Many of distinguished Ulama, theological seminaries and political 
digpitaries back bear witness to the competency Mr. Khatami and 
consider him to be the fittest candidate.. 

* Head of the Islamic Propagation Organization, Hojjatolelam 
Mohammadi Araqi; The free atmosphere of the election cannot be 
dbturbed, but we should be vigilant so that foreign powers cannot 
infiltrate through friends. We maty be distracted in the course of 
■the election on account of the fight contests, and absence of 
alertness may cause problems. 


I i lin ac KqwMc of Iran Meteorological Orga niz a tio n 
‘-''unotraced today's weather am fnSbnmwt 

ForwcmjstJor Tehran: Max. temp. 29°G . 

Mm. temp . 17°C 

Partfy doiufy with dust and wind 
Warmest Point: 

Bandar-e Dayyer . 42°C 

C o Um at jbhfc 

Ankbil 2°C 
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Condolence Meetings for 
Iranian Quale l’idims 
Held in Lucknow 

NEW DELHI — Several condo- 
lence meetings for quake victims 
of eastern Iran were held in 
Lucknow, capital of northern In- 
dian state of Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.), today. 

Mahmood Abdi, a youth Shia 
leader and city President of Bahu- 
jan Samaj Party (BSP) miivmy 
cell, presided over a condolence 
meeting, organized by ’Pasdaran- 
e-Islam'. 

The meeting expressed deep 
condolences to the bereaved 
families and prayed for the de- 
parted soul. 

In this regard. ‘All India Shia 
Hussaini Fund’ also issued a con- 
dolence message. 

Expressing his condolences 
for the quake victims, Khan Mo- 
hammad Arif, president of city's 
social organization, 'Muslim 
Samaj', also appealed to Muslim 
world to come forward and ex- 
tend moral material support 
to their brethren in Iran. 

In a separate meeting, Mou- 
lana Hameednl Hasan and Mou- 
lana Kalbe Jauwad also expressed 
shock over the colossal tragedy in 
Iran and appealed to pray for the 
departed mill. (IRNA) 

UN Committee on 
Information Begins 
Session 

TEHRAN — The UN commit- 
tee on information began its an- 
nual session an Tuesday, the UN 
information center in Tehran an- 
nounced, today. 

In a press release received by 
IRNA, tiie center said that the 
session is aimed at reviewing 
United Nations public informa- 
tion policies and activities. 

According to the communi- 
que, during a week-4ong first seg- 
ment of its session, the 
89-member committee will dis- 
cuss policy questions and focus 
on progress made by the United 
Nations systems in the field of 

jnfi i rniatirMi a»ffl f *f > HlHf TW |jr*fltiO i n 

The committee will reportedly 
consider '‘establishment of a 
more just and effective world in- 
formation and communication or- 
der, based on free and balanced 
dissemination of information." 

In his opening address. Assis- 
tant Secretary-General for Public 
Information Samir Sanvar, 
briefed the participants on the 
work of his department. 

He stressed that, despite limi- 
tation, the department had made 
every effort to streamline its op- 
erational machinery, forge 
stronger ties with the media or- 
ganizations and develop wider a 
audience. 

The committee win hold the 
second segment of its annual ses- 
sion from September 2-8, and is 
seen as an opportunity to discuss 
recommendations on reforms at 
the United Nations, which are 
expected to begin by the UN Sec- 
retary General, in July. 0itSA) 



Nation's Votes to Support Leader's 
Clamor Against EU 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The head of the 
Islamic Propagation Organiza- 
tion, Hojjatoleslam Mo hamma di 
Araqi, at a meeting with a num- 
ber of the organization’s officials 
and clerics announced: "The 
seventh presidential election is of 
paramount significance from 
various aspects and the people 
should be enlightened on its sen- 
sitivity as an event.” 

He added: ‘‘We should be 
abreast with international events 
and be wary of enemy plots.” 

Referring to the ignominious 
Berlin court decision, Araqi said 
the Americans and the Zionists 
grappled with die European Un- 
ion and the Germans to resume a 
wave of intrigues against Iran 
which will go fell flat and with no 
clear end. 

The IPO chief said the back- 
bone of the clamor of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution against 
tiie European Union is the partici- 
pation of the people in the coming 
presidential election. The mas- 


1 


sive presence of the people in 
polling booths all over the coun- 
try will be living testimony to the 
impudence of the European Un- 
ion as shown in its latest blunder. 

He added that at present Iran 
is in the center of a crisis-ridden 
region. We witness unrest in 
Central Asian countries, Arab 
states, Afghanistan, Turkey and 
Iraq. Among these countries only 
Iran is calm and advancing to- 
wards progress and development, 
thanks to the competent leader- 
ship of the great Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution. 

Araqi further said that at this 
juncture Iran needs stability, 
peace and harmony more than at 
any other time, warnizvg that the 
enemy looks forward to entrap- 
ping the country by using the spe- 
cial conditions prevailing after a 
revolution. 

Hojjatolelam Araqi said the 
upcoming presidential election is 
very sensitive and that “I hope 
over 25 milli on eligible voters 
will participate in the election." 


“We should note that the 
stronger foothold the incoming 
president has the more successful 
he will be in implementing the 
country's programs,” Araqi fur- 
ther said. 

He stressed that die next presi- 
dent should work for spiritual re- 
vival and implementation of 
social justice, which will guaran- 
tee for him the people’s popular 
support. 

The head of the Islamic Propa- 
gation Organization, reminding 
his listeners that the special 
month of Muharram has arrived, 
said the main threat posed against 
tiie country is a cultural one. 

He added that tiie tradition of 
A shura is the most profound and 
deep-rooted cultural tradition ad- 
hered to by our society, but that 
the obvious change in behavioral 
patterns of the youth is a bitter 
feet to reckon with. 

Hojjatoleslam Araqi stressed 
that Ashura-type models are 
needed to enable people to con- 
front the West's cultural incur- 
sions. 
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Iran, Turkey, Turkmenistan Sign Tripartite Pact 


TEHRAN TIMES 1S » 1387 

•titp Pact Future of Sino-Iranian Oil 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iran, Turkey and 
Turkmenistan signed an 
agreement calling for transfer of 
gas from Turkmenistan to Turkey 
via Iran. 

The document was signed by 
President Akbar Hasbenu Rafean- 


DEMIREL 

jani of Iran, Turkey's President 
Suleiman Demirel and Turkmen’s 
Sapar Murad Niazov in Ashk- 
habad where they attended the 
Economic Cooperation Organiza- 
tion (ECO) summit. 

According 10 the agreement, 
Turkmenistan is to annually trans- 


Demirel: Rafsanjani’s Guideline Can 
Efficiently Serve ECO Goals 


Tehran Tones Service 
TEHRAN - Suleiman Demirel, 
Turkey's President told fee ECO 
Summit in Ashkhabad Tuesday 
that Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s speech was 
the most comprehensive report on 
the 10-nation Economic 
Cooperation Or ganisati on. 

Demirel pointed out that if the 
course of action for ECO’s future 
is going to be based on the guide- 
lines provided by President Raf- 
sanjani, ECO will emerge 
successfully from some of fee ob- 
stacles it is feeing and fee way will 
also be paved for closer coopera- 
tion, IRNA reported. 


“ECO is all prepared for entry 
into the twenty-first century." be 
added. 

The Turkish president, who 
called for the restructuring of 
ECO, added that the cooperation 
between member countries would 
help boost up fee living conditions 
of the people in fee region. 

Praising the Mashhad-Sarakhs- 
Tajan railroad link, he stressed 
that “the extraordinary s ummit at 
Ashkhabad is doubtlessly a nas- 
cent transformation in the direc- 
tion of strongly setting up the 
infrastructure of communications 
and land surface transportation in 
the Asian continent.” 


World Trta miiiiniiial i n n Day on Hai 17 


Tehran Times Setvice 
TEHRAN — World 
Telecommunication Day will be 
celebrated on May 17. The 
Department of Humanitarian 
Affairs (DHA), together wife the 
International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU), will mark the theme 
“Telecommunications and 
Humanitarian Assistance,” 
United Nations Information 
Center said here yesterday. 

Normal telecommunications 
come disrupted when natural dis- 
asters occur. Hurricanes destroy 
telephone lines and antenna masts. 
Earthquake and landslides break 
underground cables and interrupt 
electricity. Floods inundate tele- 
phone exchanges. This impedes 


the timely delivery of humanitar- 
ian assistance to victims. Emer- 
gency telecommunications are 
therefore needed to facilitate a 
rapid respond to emergency needs 
by enabling communications 
among headquarters, field offices 
and emergency teams. 

Today's technology makes in- 
stant communication possible eve- 
rywhere in the world. In practice, 
however, humanitarian assistance 
workers in crisis situations face 
many obstacles. National regula- 
tions in many countries still ham- 
per the full use of the tools which 
the telecommunications industry 
can provide to those who work to 
alleviate the human suffering 
caused by disasters. 


RAFSANJANI 

fer 30 billion cubic meter of gas to 
Turkey and then to to European 
market via Turkey. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
signing of fee contract, Turkmen 
president called fee project as eco- 
nomically significant for the Cen- 
tral Asian as well as ECO 
countries. 

Economic experts maintain that 
the contract will boost economic 
status of the ECO member states. 

Iran to Set 

Up 2 Silos 
in Syria 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador 
to Damascus Mohammad- Hassan 
Akhtari and Syrian Deputy Prime 
Minister for economic affairs 
Salim Yassin in a meeting in 
Damascus on Tuesday explored 
ways of implementing formerly 
reached contracts. 

Among important subjects dis- 
cussed by the two sides were a 
cement plant, purchase of vehicle 
by Syria and exemption of taxation 
once fee commecial documenta- 
tions are verified, IRNA reported. 

Under agreements reached be- 
tween the two sides at Iran-Syria 
joint economic commission ses- 
sion, Iran has offered estab- 
lishment of a cement plant with fee 
annual capacity of producing one 
million tons of cements in Syria 
and the latter has called for pur- 
chase of trucks, tractors, buses 
and other machineries from Iran. 

Iran has contributed to a tender 
for establishment of two silos each 
with the capacity of 100,000 tons 
of beans. 

Yassin said that he would visit 
Iran in J une to follow up the case 
for establishment of an iron and 
steel processing centers as w ill as 
a diesel motor plant in a joint ven- 
ture in Syria. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

The following table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released by the Central Bank 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Wednesday, May 14, 1997. 


COiTRYUT 

Floating Rates 

BUY SELL 

Export Rates 
BUY SELL 

Australia 

dollar 

1,366 

1,374 

2,345 

2457 

Austria 

schilling 

146 

147 

251 

252 

Belgium 

(100) francs 

4,966 

5,014 

8459 

8,602 

Canada 

dollar 

1,261 

1,268 

2,165 

2,175 

Denmark 

krone 

270 

272 

464 

466 

France 

franc 

305 

307 

524 

526 

Germany 

mark 

1,028 

1,024 

1,764 

1,773 

Holland 

guilder 

914 

919 

1,569 

1,577 

Italy 

(100) liras 

104 

105 

178 

179 

Japan 

(100) yen 

1,418 

1,427 

2435 

2,447 

Sweden 

krone 

227 

229 

390 

392 

UAE 

dirham 

476 

479 

818 

820 

UK 

pound 

2,839 

2,849 

4,855 

4,898 

U.S. 

dollar 

1,750 

1,755 

3,000 

3,015 


Cooperation Bright 




Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - A Chinese petroleum 
official has described the future of 
bilateral cooperation between 
Tehran and Beijing in the field of 
oil as bright. 

Speaking at the threshold of the 
visit by fee Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Aghazadeh to China, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Chi- 
nese Oil Company, Wu Yao Wen 
told IRNA correspondent in Bei- 
jing yesterday that China wel- 
comes the participation of Iran in 


According to Wu, in view of 
fee growth in Chinese economy, 
the need for oil has been continu- 
ously increasing and Beijing is 
willing to import a large part of its 
oil requirement from Iran. 

. He added feat China is ready- to 
meet Iran's requirements in petro- 
leum equipment. 

He said that fee cooperation 
between Iran and China in oil m- 
dustry is in no way related to any 
third country and nobody can in- 
terfere in relations between the 
two countries. 


The company produces 27 tril- 
lion cubic meters of gas md 150 
million tons of crude ofl aaonaBy 
which is equivalent to9Qpe*caa 
of China’s o3 production. Hie ^ 
maining 10 percent of China's oil 
production or 15 nrillicp tons is 
produced fay fee China Sea Oil 
Company. 

According to Wu Yao Wea,tte 
Chinese Oil Company has to dale 
signed 30 contracts worth $800 
mil li no with foreign oil companies 
for exploration and geological su- 
vey w ife in fee country. 
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fee exploration of oil. 

He said feat China is prepared 
to manufacture equipment relating 
to fee oil industry in Iran through 
joint investment wife Iran. 

He also announced China's 
eagerness to participate in the ex- 
ploration and extraction of oil in 
the continental shelf of Iran. 

H assessed the setting up of an 
oil refinery in China under joint 
Tehran-Beijing investment, as 
useful in promoting bilateral oil 
cooperation. 
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He cited purchase of oil, joint 
cooperation in fee exploration of 
oil, production of equipment for 
oil industry and joint investment in 
oil industry as the main axes of 
upcoming talks between the oil 
officials of Iran and China next 
week. 

Wu said at present, the Chinese 
oil company has 1000 drilling 
equipment and 270 groups of ge- 
ologists produces machinery and 
equipment of the oil industry. 


In the past 30 years, over 16 ~ 

billion tons of oil reserves have s 
been discovered in China out of . 
which 2.3 billion Urns have re- 3^ 
mained. :.■* 

He said in spite of the fact that 
fee oil production in China shows 
an annual surplus of between two j « r _ 
and five million tons, the coun- •;* 
try’s import of oil rises every year j ^ 
due to economic progress. It is [ ^ 1 
predicted that the figure will read] I," ; 1 
20 to 30 million tons by fee year 
2000. C* 
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Work Starts on a Multi-Billion Dollar Gas 
Liquefaction Venture 


Tehran Timas Service 
TEHRAN - Qatar’s Crown 
Prince, Sheikh Jassem ibu Hamad 
al-Thani, on Monday laid the first 
stone of the 3.4 billion-dollar Ras 
Laffan Liquefied Gas Co. 
(RASGAS), the official Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) announced, 
as quoted by an AFP report. 

The complex is located in the 
Ras Laffan industrial city, in the 
northeast of the Qatari Peninsula, 
next to the Qatar gas Complex, 
another liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) venture which came on 
stream last December, QNA 
added. 

“It is one of the most important 
projects in the Middle East,” said 
RASGAS 'Chairman, Yussef 
Hussein Kama!, estimating the 
cost of the project at 3.4 billion 
dollars. “It is of a great impor- 
tance for the state of Qatar.” 

RASGAS is due to come on 
stream in July 1999, wife the first 
shipment to be exported to the 
Korea Gas Corporation (KGC), 
The South Korean company signed 
in 1995 a sales and purchase ac- 
cord with RASGAS covering 2.4 
million tons-per-year, and has 


agreed in principle to double this 
amount. 

“Negotiations are at an ad- 
vanced stage for KGC to raise its 
imports to 4.8 million t/y,” said 
Kamal, who is also undersecretary 
of the finance, economy and trade 
ministry. “RASGAS has also de- 
ployed marketing efforts in Japan, 
Taiwan, China, Thailand, Turkey, 
India and Lebanon." 

RASGAS will produce initially 
5 million t/y and has plans to in- 
crease output to 10 million t/y at a 
later stage. 

Japan's JGC corporation and 
the MW Kellog Company of the 
United States have been awarded 
fee contract to build the liquefac- 
tion plant. 

The package to build fee plat- 
form on fee giant offshore north 
field has been given to fee US- 
French company McDermott 
ETPM and Japan's Chiyoda Cor- 
poration, while two Italian compa- 
nies, Saipem and Snamprogetti, 
have taken the contract to build an 
underwater pipeline running from 
the reservoir to fee plant 

The stale-owned Qatar General 

Petroleum Corporation (QGPQ 


has a 66.5 percent stake in RAS- 
GAS, the U.S company Mobil 
26.5 percent and Japan’s trading 
houses UOCHU Corporat i on and jj 
Nissho Iwai respectively four and 
three percent 

Qatar plans to double its reve- 
nue in ten years by tapping its gas? & P* i 
reserves, the world's third largest agr » ,* 
after Russia's and Iran's, esti- 
mated at 10,000 billion cubic me- 
ters (350,000 billion cubic feet). : tt % 

China's Exports W 
Up 27% J! 1 

Tehran Times Service I w 
TEHRAN - Chinese exports in fee I 5 
January -April period grew 27# 
percent from fee same period ta*} 
year to 50 billion dollars, a 
newspaper reported Wednesday. 

Imports, on fee other hand, to- 
taled 40 billion dollars, down 0.5 

percent said fee Economic Deify, 

citing a general administration of 
customs report. 

Of the total exports, fefl » 
state-owned industries accounted^ 
for 56 percent, or 28.3 biflioadrf- 
.lars, and exports by forwgVl L 
funded enterprises for 41 ^ 1 

or 20.7 billion dollars, it said. ■ v 
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PAS£i3sowis 


ROME — The cliy courts of 
Eorope continue to bring out Ac 
WOrst in America's top players. 

Pete Sampras and Michael 
Chang, ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in dm 
world, lost m straight sets Tuesday 
at the Italian Open — the first time 
in the toumanmnfs history that Ac 
top two seeds went out hi the first 
round. 

Sampras, who has always 
struggled on clay, was jeered in 
his error-filled 7-6 (7-5), 6-4 loss 
to follow Ame rican Ttm fimriw — 
his second consecutive clay-court 
defeat this season. 

Chang, who also prefers hard 
courts to clay, was ousted by 54th- 
nmked Hernsn Gumy of Argen- 
tina 6-3, 6-2 forlus second straight 
first-round loss on the slow sur- 
face. 

Escaping die upset trend were 
fourth-seeded Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov, No. 6 Goran Ivanisevic, 
No. 11 Bods Becker sad No. 14 
-Tm Henman. But two top clay 
coulters. No. 13 Felix Mantilla 
and Andrei Medvedev, were 

dimwah^ 

Sampras, who won die Kalian 
Open in 1994 hut lost in the first 
round in his last a ppc ara ncfr in 
1995, drew whistles of msrisian 
from the crowd as he committed a 
slew of unforced errors to fid! be- 
hind 5-1 in the second set. . 

“It makes it more difficult to 
play when they're hissing like - 
that," said Sampras, ’ who had 36 
Unforced mistakes for die match. 
“Maybe it looks like I'm not try- 
ing when I’m not pUying wdL 
When you're not 'playing well, 

. they're going to. gel on. you.' ft’s 
not all that fun.** : . ".:.V T " \ 

Sampras finally picked up his 
game — cutting down on errors 
and hitting more freely on his 
groondstpokes' — and won three * 
straight games to close to 5-4. But 
it was too late, and Courier saved 
put the match to beat Sampras for 
the first time in their last eight 
meetings. 

Conner said he was determined 
to withstand the late tally, reddl- 
ing that Sampras had rallied from 
two sets down to heat him in five 
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in First Round 
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ROME, Italy (May 13): American Pete Sampras returns a backhand to his LLS. opponent Jim Courier 
during then- second round match of the Kafian Open Tennis Tournament in Rome. 

•- (AFP PHOTO) 


at die Australian Open in 1995 and 
last year's French Open. 

“In the past. I’ve beaten myself 
rather than faun beating me,’’ Cou- 
rier said. “Today he was going to 
have to beat me. He wasn’t going 
to get any help from me." 

Not long ago, a Sampras-Cou- 
rier match would have been a fi- 
nal. But Courier, a former 
two-time Italian and French Open 
champion, has dropped to No. 24 
in the rankings and was 
this year. 

“Wife Pete, I’d rather play him 
in the first round than later," Cou- 
rier said. “He gets more danger- 
ous in the later ronods." 

Sampras said, “This was the 
toughest draw either of us could 
have faced. Hopefully, it won’t 
happen again at the French 
Open.” 

The French Open, the only 
Grand Slam tournament Sampras 
hasn’t won, starts in two weeks. 
Sampras, who also lost his first 
match at die Monte Carlo Open 





ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (May 13): FC Barcelona's Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo trains at the Feijenoord Stadium in Rotterdam 
as teammate midfielder Spanish Guillermo Amor, on the eve of 
their European Cup Winners' pip final match vs. Paris Saint 
Germain. (AFP PHOTO) 


last month, will play in next 
week’s world team cup in Duessel- 
dorf, Germany, to prepare for 
Paris. Last year, Sampras had vir- 
tually no clay-court preparation 
but reached the s emifinals of the 
French. 

“Being 0-2 on day this year 
doesn’t help," he said. “But it 
doesn't worry me considering 
what happened last year. I’m not 
going to go in there and think I 
can't win Acre. 1 think I can." 

Gumy, who upset Courier in 
die second round here last year, • 
pulled another surprise by elimi- 
nating Chang wiA ease. 

Chang has won four tourna- 
ments this year, including a clay- 
court event in Orlando. But be lost 
in die first round on clay in Atlanta 
and looked ill at ease on Rome's 
red clay. 

Chang said he had trouble ad- 
justing to the European clay after 
playing on hard courts in Ae 
United States and Ana. 

“I don't feel like I’ve made that 
transition yet,” he said. “It is 
always frustrating when you real- 
ize it’s not going to lock in right 


away." 

In other matches, Becker — 
playing only his ninth matrh of Ae 
year while recovering from a wrist 
injury — saved a set point at 6-5 
in Ae first set and powered to a 7-6 
(7-3), 6-2 win over Italy's Andrea 
Gaudenzi. 

Kafelnikov, the French Open 
champion still looking to regain 
his top form after a three-month 
layoff with a broken finger, edged 
Spain's Javier Sanchez 7-5, 7-6 
C7-5). 

Ivanisevic needed 10 match 
points — four in Ae second set and 
six in Ae final game — before 
finally subduing Australia’s Mark 
Woodforde 6-2, 6-7 (10-8), 6-4. 

Other Australians fared better, 
as Pat Rafter surprised Spain’s 
Mantilla 6-1, 3-6, 6-4, and Scott 
Draper knocked out Medvedev — 
winner of last week’s German 
Open— 7-5, 6-3. 

Britain's Henman saved three 
match points in the second set 
against Roberto Carretero, who 
Aen retired with a leg injury trail- 
ing 0-2 in Ae third. 

(AP) 


Juninho Poised to Sign 
for Athletico Madrid 


MADRID — Juninho is set to sign 
wiA Athletico Madrid announced 
the Brazilian on Wednesday. 

The Middlesborough star is to 
travel to Madrid to talk wiA Ae 
club less than 24 hours after play- 
ing in Ae FA Cup final on Satur- 
day against Chelsea. 

“It would be a pleasure to play 
for Athletico Madrid," said the 
24-year-old on a radio sports pro- 
gram. 

“I will have no difficulty in 
playing in Spain. After all I was 
able to adapt to Ae toughest league 
in Ae world — the English pre- 
miership," he added. 

The Brazilian star believes that 
first division football will harm his 
international prospects and says 


his career must come before loy- 
alty to relegated Boro. 

*T had to think of my career. I 
am still young, only 24,” said Jun- 
inho earlier this week on receiving 
the club’s player of the year tro- 
phy. 

“I have to do what is best for 
me. It's important that I play for 
Brazil and a new player comes 
through every monA, which 
makes it difficult for everyone. 

“It would be no good for me to 
be m the nationwide league. 

“I came here to help Boro win 
things. We still have a chance of 
doing that by beating Chelsea and 
lifting the FA Cup," added Jun- 
inho. 

(AFP) 
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Understanding Kung Fn 
as Described by a Master 

Skills of Kung Fu 

Part 39) 

)\Y/| ou cannot always adopt a planned chal- 
tenge since it is not possible for you to 
select some attacks in advance. Precision white 
I performing movements is not an intrinsic quality 
and like other skills it should be acquired and 
learned. Practice is a must and you should not 
| ignore it Meanwhile, when you exercise seriously, 
you enjoy high power and skill while facing an _ 7 %^ 
opponent The hands play a vital role in a fight f * . \7 j 
They are like a gladiator's shield and sword. The k * 
hands are much brisker than the legs and they can quickly move in 
different (fractions. A person who is skillful in hand techniques can often 
be the winner. But some have not learned how to use their hands. 

Although gloves and other safety wear are nuisance, they are the 
best means for you to acquire experience in various statuses of a real 
challenge. For instance^safety helmet may deprive you of a good sight 
and gloves seem heavy and troublesome. However, try to use them to 
perform different techniques. On the other hand, you should avoid 
getting accustomed to them in order to be brave in defense techniques. 

You have to keep up your guard in an appropriate position, i.e. not 
lower than your elbow since your face and trunk win become defense- 
less and not much upper because the lower part of your body becomes 
vulnerable and also you cannot punch swift and direct fists and on the 
other hand you do not enjoy a good sight 
Standing for long on sides prevents you from using your back hand 
for defense and offense. Face-to-face standing prevents the fast move- 
ment forward and backward and also endangers the vulnerable part of 
groin. 
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Punching fist in an open guard is powerless and futile since you are 
not able to enjoy the perfect rotation of joints. Also you cannot make 
an attack and defend quickly and your front leg can be easily hit by your 
rival. If you keep your legs too close together, you lose your balance 
and it is too difficult for you to punch crushing fists. Never lean backward 
when you fist because they enjoy no power, in other words, you can 
punch a good fist when your body is straight and balanced and your 
body’s weight is transferred to the front leg. Also, it is not effective when 
you are moving backward. The other wrong habit is to bend forward 
and then fist 

Meanwhile, you have to have the capability to shift from a defensive 
position to an offensive position and vice versa 
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International Aid Poured in for 

Quake Victims 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Different countries 
contributed in aid for the survivors 
of the devastating tremor which hit 
Khorasan Province last Saturday. 

Among the (knots countries, 
was Saudi Arabia which dis- 
patched two planes loaded with 

hiirrmnitarinn aid OO Tuesday! 

Meanwhile Saudi Prince Amir 
Talel bin Aziz donated $100,000 
to the quake victims. 

The first Russian cargo plane 
carring 40 tons of flour as emer- 
gency aid for die quake-stricken 
people of Khorasan Province of 
Iran arrived here on Wednesda y . 

Russia is also to send another 
planeload of 12 tons of medicines 
and tents to Iran on Friday. 

The Russian Ministry of Civil 
Defense, emergencies and natural 
disaster announced its readiness to 
transfer its expertise to Iran for 
prediction of quake in order to 
minimize its destruction. 

A charity organization affili- 
ated to the government of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) an- 
nounced Tuesday that it has allo- 
cated $410,000 in aid to the survi- 
vors of the quake. 

The organization, in a state- 
ment, added that a relief team will 
visit the Iranian quake-stricken re- 
gions soon to supply the needs of 
the survivors. 

Meanwhile, Dubai and Oman 
have sent planeloads of relief sup- 
plies including foodstuff, medi- 
cine, blankets and tents to die 
quake-hit areas. 

The Red Crescent Society of 
Khorasan Province Wednesday 
anno unced that 15 planeloads of 
relief supplies from Egypt, Syria, 
Oman, Jordan, Kuwait, France, 
Tajikistan and Pakistan landed in 
Mashhad on Tuesday. 

Tents, blankets, rice, pow- 
dered milk, canned food, medi- 


cines, biscuits, sugar and dates are 
major items sent to the survivors, 
the society added. 

The British government is 
funding specialist equipment in re- 
sponse to a direct request for 
emergency assistance for the tens 
of thousands of victims from last 
weekend’s earthquake in the Ira- 
nian northeast province. 

Tire department for interna- 
tional development said it was pro- 
viding £112,442 to pay for five 
water tanks, emergency shelters, 
blankets, plastic sheeting and tar- 
paulin bring flown out by British 
charity Oxfem on Friday. 

This is in addition to an initial 
donation of £100,000 which the 


UK government gave to the Ira- 
nian Red Crescent Tuesday for 
disaster relief. 

A spokesman said Wednesday 
that it was paying for tire equip- 
ment and transport costs from the 
charity’s warehouse in Oxford- 
shire, central England, in response 
to a request for the material from 
Iran. 

A spokeswoman said that it al- 
ready had four personnel based in 
Iran already working in the 
stricken region. She said the 
agency had already emptied its 
Mashhad warehouse of medical 
supplies and was also sending all 
the materials from its Tehran 
warehouse. 


Supreme Court Hears Demands 
to Prorate Mwphn 


BAIT-UL-MOQ ADDAS — The 
Supreme Court heard petitions 
Wednesday to nrrwecute Prime 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

TURKEY... 5 

Erbakan, modern Turkey’s 
first Islamist prime minister, sug- 
gested earlier that tire exercises, 
part of a military accord between 
the two countries, might be post- 
poned, according to the state-run 
Anatolian news agency. 

But he gave no details and it 
was not clear what kind of post- 
ponement be was referring K>. 

NATO member Turkey has 
signed two military accords with 
Israel allowing Israeli military jets 
to use Turkish airspace for train- 
ing flights and to upgrade its own 
ageing F-4 fighters in Israel. 


Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
two of his political allies for fraud 
in an influence-peddling scan d a l . 

Israel's High Court is notori- 
ously activist and independent, 
and a ruling to force charges 
against the prime minister would 
likely bring down the government, 
though technically he could re- 
main in office until convicted. 

“I expect a positive response 
from tire High Court,” said Ofir 
Pines, an legislator from tire oppo- 
sition Labor Party who filed one 
of tire nine motions. “The judges 
should be gutsy.” (AT) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

RUSSIA TO... 

Grecfanya and Russia signed a 
landmark peace treaty at the 
Kremlin on Monday paving the 
way for a normalization of ties 
despite Chechnya’s unresolved 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 

. TEPPAN YAKl 
* TAT AMI ROOM 
*am . SUSHI BAR 


Japanese Restaurant 
No. 30 Shahid Kodarru (Bifan St.) 
VanakSq., Te/urrn 
Teh 8773735 & 877630 1 
LUNCH 12:00-1 5 H)0 DINNER 18-30-23:00 
FRIDAY DINNER 18:30-23:00 


Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, who sent thousands ofRusaan 
troops into Chechnya in December 
1994 to crush the independence 
movement there, pledged never 
again to use force against the 
small, mainly Muslim republic in 
the north Ca uc asus. 

The treaty, on “peace and the 
principles of relations between 
Russia and tire Republic of Ichk- 
eria” — the Chechens’ name for 
their republic — was aimed at 
building on a cease-fire deal 
signed in August, which halted 21 
months of fighting between federal 
troops and separatist guerrillas. 


Russia, NATO 
alize Key Accord 



(Contd From Pg. 1) : 

defended tire interests of his coun- 
try.” 

Yeltsin also spoke to Solans by 
telephone Wednesday, ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

The Russian president, who has 

previously warned that NATO en- 
laigemeut could trigger a new cold 
war-style division of Europe, dis- 
cussed the issue by telephone 


Tuesday with Britidt Prime Min- 
ister Tony Blair and German chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl. ■ 

He held similar talks Monday 
with French President Jacques 
Chirac. 

Russia remains str ong ly op- 
posed to NATO’s plan to take in 
some former Soviet bloc countries 
in central and eastern Europe. 

(AFP) ; 


UNITED NATIONS — Israel on Tuesday flatly rgected a demmd 
by Arab states to pay almost two millkredollars in damages to 
compensate for the Israeli shelling of a UN compound in southern 
Lebanon. 


CAIRO, Egypt — Syria on Wednesday encouraged Turkey’s 
Prime Minister Necmettm Erbakan, to block planned naval exercises 
involving Turkey, Israel and tire United States tills summer. 

ANKARA — Turkey’s pro-Islamic Prime Minister Necurettin 
Erbakan on Tuesday appointed new trade and health ministers to 
replace two dissident conservatives who resigned from the Cabinet last 
month. 

CAIRO — The Palestinians on Tuesday called on Arab countries 
neighboring Israel to join together in putting pressure on the Zionist 
state to back down on its hardline policies. 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon — Israeli troops killed one Hezbollah 
activist and wounded another in a clash Wednesday in southern 
Lebanon, security officials said. 

TEL”AYIV — Israel’s o pp o siti on Labor Party adopter a new 
platform Wednesda y backing Palestinians’ right to self-determination 
and an independent state, party officials said. . 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

HAMAS... 

Lebanese Interior Minister 
Michel Murr said Tuesday that 
interpol in Camut* and Italy in- 
formed Beirut, one day before tire 
Pope’s arrival, tint an attack was 
planned against the pontiff (hiring 
his May 10-11 visit. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) said such reports 
were “created and spread by serv- 
ices that are hntflla to US «nd to 
every Arab.” 

The group said it “never rawed 
its arms in tire face of anyone other 
than tire (Israeli) occupier of our 
land and the violator of our rights. 
There is no other coemy to our 
Arab and Islamic people besides 
the Zionist enemy.” 

“Lebanon has warmly hosted 
our people, ” it said. 

“Hamas cannot but be loyal ... 
and car es for its civil peace,” the 
group said. 

Hamas accused Israeli intelli- 
gence of connecting its name with 
tire alleged plot and of spreading 
such “rumors” to harm Lebanon’s 
peace and relations with the group. 


(Contd From Pg. I) . 

PRESIDENT... 

skas take n by the ECO summit, 
tire president said that implexne&r , 
tation of all tire provisions, of tire 
final declaration of ECO members 
is of great importance , for those 
landlocked regional countries 
which have difficukies in export- 
ing their resources to toe free 
world and those Central Asian 
countries which had to link with 
the world via tire former Soviet 
Union. 

Turkish Pre side nt, Suleyman 
Demirel, 'who was also present m 
the joint press conference said that 
tire projects approved in tire final- 
declaration me transnational pro- 
jects implementation of which will 
help materialization ofi ECO’s 
tong-term objectives. 

Regarding the prevailing crisis 
in Afghanistan, the Uzbek Presi- 
dent, Eshm Karimov, said that he 
expected Pakistani Premier,’ - 
Nawaz Sharif to explicitly -reject 
support for Tafeban. 

Afghan President. Burhanudin 
Rabbahi also expressed .hope that 
the world help settle toe Afghan 
crisis. ;* 

President Akbar Tfashemi Waf. 


MAY 15, 1997 

«anjani wound up his two-Central 
Asian rretian tour, -to Tajikistan 
and Turkmenistan where he at- 
tended the Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) summit, and 
arrived here Wednesday. 

During bis 6-day tour the presi- 
dent discussed with seraor Tajik 
and Turkmen officials. 

In Dudinbe, Turkmenistan be 
■MowAd tire 10-member Eco sum- 
mit. . 

(Offltd From Pg. 1) 

TURKISH... 


V’The Iraqi government 
- strongly denounces the latest 
Turkish military aggression and 
tire violation of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Iraq by 
Turkish mi li t ar y forces,” a For- 
. etgn Ministry spokesman said. 

“Jrai j tf nrf Tnrlrish 

government immediately with- 
draw its. troops from Iraqi terri- 
tory,” toe official IN A news 
agency quoted toe spokesman as 

(AFT) 

(Contd From Pg. 6) 

THE LAST NIGHT 

^ainab, Snlrainah, Layla, al-Ra- 
bab mid aTBaqir (AS) his nephew. 
He made his last will, as he de- 
. cided to water tire archaidoflslam. 
with Ida own Mood. They were 
now alone, raafaxaway land,’ sur- 
rounded by an increasing army, as 

Il hairinllflli arrf mm mrnie irmwl 

men. They were besieged by 
horses, darkness and a huge host- 
ile Postle of Allah (S) was at tire 
great distance of Madmah, along 
with Imam Hassan (AS) and his 
mother al-Zahra* (AS). They were 
two-months' travel by camel from 
Madinah. As for their father tire 
Commando - of tire Faithful, Ali 
(AS), he was resting at peace in 
: nearby Najaf. - - 

The last -night passed quickly 
and Friday, tire dayof Asfanra’ — 
that horrific day. — finally came. 
The spears and swords were pre- 
pared to mince and mutilate tire 
bodies of Hussein (AS) and his 
compamns. . ■ 

-Umar bin Sa’d mobilized his 
army. He pm Amra bin al-Hajjaj 
at the head of his right flank. 
S himr hin Thil-Jawshan was in 

comnuted the feft v^g. Uiwto 

: bin Qays was- in chaise': of toe 
-cavalry, while Shaba th bin Rib’i 
was leading the foot soldiers. He 
gave the standard lo ins retainer 
Duraid. - .. 

Im a m Hussein (AS) surveyed 
the. huge force .confronting him. 

. He never budged, - nor (fid be re- 
think his position. He was as be- 
fore, calm and imperturbable. 
That noble band .was as they were - 
described by a poefc. 

They ware their hearts on iheir 
arm/mr andwere ix m ^j et in g to lay 

down their lives.^ v . 

... HeTaiscd his bands in prayer to 
i Allah, tire Exalted: ■■ 

“O Allah, it is Yon in Whom 
I trust amid all grief. You are my 
hope amnl all. violence. -.-You are 
ray refuge and provision in 
every-thing that happens to me. 
How many grievances . that 
weaken the heart, leaving me 
with no means to hnntilg them, 
during which fire friend deserts 
me and toe enemy i-igoices in it 
I lay it before you andconrplain 

ofit to you, because of my -d e s k c 

in -You. You alone. You refieve 
me of it and remove it fian pe 
. You are the Master of all grace. 


toe Ultimate Resort of afi d 
sire.”.. 




















firandmothcr Swallows Stolen QoU to J7k>oid JZrrcst "TEHRi 

HQNG KONG —A drug mddict grandmother stamllotoed* gold 

Wrf^*** X ^ 1 **** St °^ m •fi rofn M / nM ^ n 7 storm here in m foiled llttCfll 

xe idd m sna t ch e d the n eckla ce from mm tore — 

die trict and fled nrith a whop maeietant in pursuit. r 

®* mwmliamed the necklace immmdimtefy before being *p- P 

prmkemdmd by the eterff member, then, pleaded with him to let » 

^ go me she urns trying to raise money to buy milk for her __ . 

/ 9-manth-old grmndeurhter. MA 

__ (AFF) ” 

Queen's Speech Sets Out Tony Blair's 
"One Nation" Ideal 

LONDON — Prime Minister 
Tony Blair put his mark on Brit- 
ain yesterday with a program of 
broad legislative reform in the . 
first queen’s speech to Parliament 
written by a Labour leader in 18 
years. 

Queen Elizabeth ITs ritual 
speech, steeped in the pomp and 
ceremony of Medieval times, out- 
lined government hills targeting 
education and crime, health care 
and gun control, human rights 
and youth unemployment. 

Blair, who wrote the speech 
read by the queen, said in it, “my 
government intends to govern for 
the benefit of die whole nation.” 

The speech contained 22 spe- tkm law, and one on a ban on all 
cific measures for foe ensuing 17- tobacco advertising. promote Lifelong learning at ft 

month legislative calendar, plus True to his campaign promise, workplace.” 

four optional bills if time allows, Blair said in the speech: “The His program contained tw 

and three “white papers,” or education of young people will be school bills to cut class size* 

studies. Those include one an a my government's first prior- tighten teaching standards an 

U.S.-style freedom of informs- ity...to raise standards in schools, phase out preferential subsadic 
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colleges and universities, and to 
promote lifelong learning at die 
workplace.” 

His program contained two 
school bills to cut class sizes, 
tighten teaching standards and 
phase out preferential subsidies 
for some private schools. (AFP) 


Mandela and 
Mobutu Await 
Kabila * 

POINTS NOIRE, Congo — 
Confusion over the whereabouts 
of rebel leader Laurent Kabila 
delayed Zaire's peace talks yes- 
terday, a senior mediator said on 
the South African ice-breaker 
that was scheduled to boat die 
meeting. 

A rebel spokesman told 
Renters by telephone that Kabila, 
whose forcesjiave been advanc- 
ing cm Zaire’s capital Kfrwdia**, 
was huaatmg enjoining the ship 
only after it was in international 
waters. 

South Africa’s Nelson Man- 
dela, who is trying to broker a 
transitional agreement and avert 
a rebel attack an Kinshas a, and 
Zaire’s embattled President, 
Mobutu Sere Seko, waited an 
shore in Congo’s main port of 
Fointe Noire where die craft was 
docked. 

(Reuter) 
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BEIJING, China (May 13): Policemen block the western entrance 
to the Forbidden Gty across from Zhong Shan Park in Be ip ng after 
an explosion jolted the park. According to some local residents 
the blast was caused by a person rigged with explosive with the 
aim to commit suicide. 


HANOI — A court in die Viet- 
namese capital sentenced eight 
people to death yesterday, and 
imposed a range of jail terms on 
others at die end of die Commu- 
nist country’s biggest drugs trial, 
a government official said. ( 
Among those found guilty of 
involvement in a trafficking ring, ' 
which is said to have flooded' Vi- 
etnam with several hundred kilos 
of heroin, were II police and 


border guard officials. 

Police and border guards were 
part of the eight sentenced to 
death. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
told Reuters the sentencing re- 
flected the government’s deter- 
mination to deal strictly with a 
growing scourge of drugs flowing 
into and through Vietnam from 
Asia's narcotics-producing gold- 
en triangle region. (Reuter) 


Sri Lankan Troops Seize 
Tamil Rebel Town 


COLOMBO — Sri Lankan 
troops yesterday captured a 
Tamil separatist stronghold as 
they pursued a massive offensive 
aimed at seizing a strategic high- 
way, leaving 19 people dead, 
military sources said. 

Thousands of heavily-armed 
soldiers took die small town of 
Omanthai in the island's north 
after Tamil guerrillas who had 
been massing in the region for 
weeks withdrew, military and 
Tamil sources said. 

Omanthai, which lies north of 
Vavuniya town, had been con- 
trolled by die Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) since 
1990. The military said troops 
found Omanthai deserted. - 
Tamil residents and officials 
in Vavuniya, 254 kilometers (158 
mOes) north of Colombo, said (he 
army was raining long-range 

China Hands 
Hijack Suspect 
Over to Taiwan 

TAIPEI — Taiwan authorities 
sailed directiy to mainland China 
yestcrdaay and took custody of an 
accused hijacker who feces trial 
on the completing a rare 

cooperative exchange with its 
communist arch rival. 

Taiwan representatives rode a 
fishing boat from die Taipei-held 
islet of Quemoy (Jinmen) to 
nearby Xiamen to fetch Liu Shan- 
Chung. 

Liu — who doused himself 
with petrol aboard a Taiwan pas- 
senger jet on March 10 and 
threatened to set himself ablaze if 
ft did not fly to China — had 
sought political asylum there, 
saying he had been persecuted in 
nationalist-ruled Taiwan. 

Beijing’s communist govern- 
ment said no. 

(Reuter) 


mortars and shells an rebel areas 
from the town. (AFP) 


JMafioso on SSunSets Cut os Condition "fa Return 

CALTAN1SETTA, Sidfy —A suspected Mafioso sente n ced to 
eight yean injad mod on the nmjbr three km* offered to tnm 
himself in — m a long as him mot eon come tub. 

OmudidCommmtrm, m i Mta ^Jbr S i^yemr-oldmu^eeied n%ob 


pffieUlafirom Sicily were alraatfyineoutmcteeitkhieclient to 
thmemma him return from kiMngin C an a da . . 


from him Permimm cet Afinu t Mihmo else monied to he mhie to 
tmJk to tuefamify ms soon mm he retmme d hom e . (JUmtmr ) 

British Parliament Blotks 
Sinn FeinOffite Plans 


LONDON — Two leading mem- 
bers of Sins Frio, the political 
wing of die IRA, were barred 
yesterday from opening a repre-- 
sentative office in Britam’aPar- . 
liament, to which they were 
elected on May L 

House of Commo ns speaker. 
Betty Boothroy druled that Gerry 
Adams, leader of the hanfiine 
Irish Nationalist Party, and chief 
negotiator Martin McGumness 
could only' use - die .factfitiea Of 
Parliament if they were prepar ed, 
to be sworn in as members. 

Adams-arid McGnhmess, fol- 
lowing partypcdicy, have refined 
to take the oath of loyalty to 
Queen Elizabeth because that 
wouM recognize Britain's right ito 
ruleNorthernlreland. 

But the two planned to use a 
loophole under parihuheatazy 
roles vriikh allowed diem to open ~ 
an office and hbkl a pariiamenr 
tazy security pass. 

. Boothroyd t^ MPs this loop- 
hole would be closed. 

“Those who choose not to trice 
their seats should not have access 
to the many benefits and fecifitiea 
now available in this house witb- 
out also taking up their rtspousi-' 


Okinawa Still Apart From Rest of 
Japan, Governor Says 
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bHities as members,” 

She gave Adams and McGuinr 
ness a week fo change their minds 
and follow the other 656 MPs in 
swearing an oath on the' bibte, 
required under an 1868 act if a 
rnonber was to take his or her 
seat. • (Heater) 

Albanians to . 
Vote June 29 

KAVAJE, Album*— - Albania, 
rocked by m popular insurgency, 
will vote on lime 29 for a new 
Parliament, frerikat Safi Ber- 
iriia confirmed yesterday . 

Berhha officially a nn o un ced 
tbe date in Kcyje, 70 kDoaneters 
(45 miles) southwest of Tirana, 
where he imi^uraifid a memorial 
to die “victiny of democracy” in 
1992 far anc*c6mnumst _ABju- 

n»»- 

: The efcctionswiH be “the big- 
gest victory fw democracy in Al- 
bania,” said die president, adding 
that he was.to sign * decree on 
Wednesday fo dissolve Parlia- 
ment and call elections 


■ TOKYO - — Okmawan Governor 
Masahide Ota said yesterday the 
25 years ssoce the return of the 
country’s southern iriands to Ja- 
pan had not narrowed the “psy- 
chological distance” between* 
them and the rest of the country. 

Ota made die rem ar ks in foe 
Okinawan capital of Naha on the 
eve of the 25th amnvrasaxy of 
Okinawa's return to Japan, after 
27 years of post-war rule by the 
U.S. military. 


• “As you know, weare not4n . 
a state to celebrate die anmver— ; 
sary,” Jfi Press quoted Ola as 
teHing a news conference, refer- 
ring to disputes with foe central < 
government over foe'stffl huge 
U.S. mifitaiy presence on foe is- 
land prefecture. 

hi particular, dm recent legis- 
lation that rikyws U.S. forces to 
c o ntinue occupying Okinawan 
land even after leases with local : 


r 


a landowners expire, showed that 
ti*» ’^psychplo^cal fostance 
no I been nar rowed,” he report- 
edly said. 

!•- Thesrii-tropicaliriaodsondie 
east CSnua Sea, which make up ^ 
only 0.6 poccrt of die whole 
Japanese territory, are home fin- 
some 27,000 of 47,000 U.S. 
troops in Japan, as well as three 
quarters of U;S.' mflitazy feedi- 
ties in foe country. : 

(«P) 


Jbbeuy*»..A„ m . 
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OKINAWA, Japan (May 13): Anti-UJS. base demonstradbis ra&elheir fists toflemandtlm witiidravval 
of U^. bases from Okinawa at a main gate of the U& Marine Oirpfs Camp Hansen, in Okinawa, as 
part of a three-day peace march. Over 500 protesters, oneoftfareegroii^ pence march 

aJiead of the 25th anniversary this «veek of the end of post^var LLS. rule on the ratbemislaiid. Hve 
thousand people, including 1,200 from other parts of Japan, were expected tojomthe march. 


(AFP PHOTO) 
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TOKYO — Japan*! c ur re nt ao- 
couitt surplus to fim your to Much 
^ fril for file fourth atnifid 
jcar v file Finance Ministry said, 
tat analysts warned a moderate 
rebound was expected during the 
current year. 

The surplus, the 

flow of goods and services as well 
as investment income «nd other 
monetary transfers, dropped 
24-3% from die previous year to 

7. 1 80.2 billion yen ($60.3 
billion), file ministry said 

A nnnistry official* said the 
jfiunge was due to bride imports, 
including strong rises in value 
terms of crude oil and office 
equipment, mainly personal 
conqmlera, during the year. 

The nation's trade surplus in 
file period shrank 23.6 percent 
from a year earlier to 8,809.7 
Mliou yen, with exports rising 93 
percent Co 44, 830. 9 bOHan yen and 
imports expanding 22.4 percent to 

3.6021.2 billion yen. 

Crude oi] imports rose 365 
percent in the year in value terms 
with office eq uip ment up 28.4 
percent Auto exports ipse by 20.4 
percent in value terms, , ministry 
officials said. 

The capital and financial 
account showed an outflow of 


8*374.3 billion-yen in the same 
year, up from 2,496.6 MUion yen 
a year earlier. 

Analysts said the current 
account surplus was within 
ex pe c tatio n s following a surge in 
imports towards file end of March 
to meet growing demesne demand 
■bead of the April 1 consumption 
tax rise from three percent to five 
percent 

“But we forecast Japan's 
surplus wifljump again in the year 
to March 1998, supported by 
■ strong exports following the 
depreciation of die yen,** «*«d 
Kszutoshi Aratake, an analyst at 
Nikko Research Institute. 

Analysts said the upward-trend 
of Japan *s trade surplus was 
expected to c ontinue as in^ g as fire 
dollar is hovermg around die 120 
yenleveL 

“The yen has gained recently, 
but this is ntOl wi thin an expected 
margin,” another analyst said. 
After hitting 127 yen last nvwth 
file dollar plunged a gainst the yen 
to as low as 117.50 yen in Tokyo 
on Monday. 

In March alone, Japan's 
current account surplus was down 
17.0 percent from a year earlier at 
1,030.1 billioif yen, the ministry 
said. 


The trade surplus in the month 
s b fa nk 20.4 percent year-on-year 
to 1,053.9 billion yen, with 
exports rising 10.0 percent to 

4.416.9 billion yen and imports 
e*P«nding 24.9 percent to 3,363 . 1 
billion yea. 

The capital and financial 
account showed an outflow of 

2.319.9 bdlioa yen up from die 
outflow of 665.2 billioa yen a year 
earlier, the ministry said 

The c urr ent account surplus fell 
year-on-year for the first time in 
three months, reflecting the 
c ontinue d rise in impoite and the 
larger deficit in services, the 

ministr y sai d. 

“Imports are continuing their 
uptrend, as the growth of imports 
continues to exceed that of 
exports,** the official said. 

The official said the current 
account surplus was not likely to 
rise strongly, with the recent surge 
seen as a temporary phenomenon. 
The surplus grew 15.4 percent in ' 
February and surged 362.3 
percent in January. 

“The current account surplus is 
not looking to rise strongly in the 
medium term, given the recent 
movement of exports, im por ts and 
services,** the official said. 

(AFT) 


Asian Shipowners Plan Regional 

Insurance Facility 
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SINGAPORE— Asian shipown- 
ers are gearing xtp to launch a 
regional insurance market to un- 
derwrite their expanding fleets, 
ssve costs and challenge the domi- 
nance of Western insurers, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

"The establishment of an 
Asum-hksed insurance market is 
fist becoming a reality,** Hoag 
Kong shipping tycoon George 
Chao said at the opening of a- 
conference of Marine and 
Insurance Industry Executives. 

Chao said regional shipowners 
were dissatisfied with the “levels 
of support and consultation'' they 
received front Western-based 
insurers and wanted to develop a 
pan-Asian market offering more 
competitive piemium rates. 

He 'said a regionally-focused 
market on their doorstep would 
offer Asian dapping lines greater 
flexibility, chewier rates and an 
“atmosphere of local consultation 
local ” 

Shipowners m Asia manage 
some 17,000 vessels with an 
es tima t e d capacity of 272 mfllion 
deadweigjhXtoss — 40 percent of 
the world tonnage. Asa’s share is 
expected to grow to 50 percent of 
the world merchant fled by 2000. 

- Last year, Asian shipowners 
pmd $1.6 Mffion in insurance 
-premiums J mainly to 
Londpo-besed undowritocs who 
htov traditionally dominated the 
Japan accoimted for die 
fion'sshare. 

London, with Lloyd's as its 
: cbfmsstone, has m recent years 
■ been fociz^ . intense competition 
from Scandinavian, French and 
American marine underwriters. 

*Tn the past when there was no 
competition Lloyd’s was the kud 

almighty. They dictated the 
terms," Chao told reporters. 


“Competition is good in any 
industry. We in Asia should not 
rely on somebody rise’s facility. 
We should have something of our 
own.” 

He said Asian slnpawners were 


and ship losses are common in the 

region. 

Insured mm« have hit a peak. 
The insured sum of a new 
container vessel can easily e xc eed 
$100 million, and that of a 
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working closely with the insurance 
sector to launch a regional marker 
that would compete with Western 
underwriters. 

The move comes ata time when 
the marine insurance industry 
appears to be heading for a 
downward cycle, reversing the 
trend in the mid-1990s when 
premium rates had peaked and loss 
ratios were at a record low, 
experts said. 

A regional insurance facility 
can be launched within a year, 
Chao said, but “We are not going 
in within a year for die simple 
reason that the insurance market at 
the moment is very soft.” 

“An insurance company going 
in now would lose money and die 
Asian market t would be 
short-lived,” said Chao, who is 
chairman of the Hong Kong 
Shipowners Association. 

“But we are gearing upund as 
soon as we see die right time, we 
move in,” Chao added. 

Asia has some of die world’s 
busiest ports and most congested 
sea routes in addition to die perils 
posed by cyclones and typhoons, 


liquified natural gas carrier $300 
million, experts said. 

“Insurance is indispensable to 
die stable growth of the shipping 
industry,** said Singapore's 
Insurance Commissioner Lim Shu 
Chian. 

“However, stability would not 
be achieved when the insurance 
market itself is unstable,” Bhe 
said, citing cyclical premium rate 
fluctuations, changes and disputes 
over the terms and conditions of 
insurance coverage and the 
insecurity of insurers in financial 
difficulties. 

She said the move by file Asian 
shipowners forum to build a 
uniquely Asian ship insurance 
market that would ensure stability 
in pricing, coverage and security 
was a “move in the right 
direction.” 

lim said Singapore, a leading 
maritime center, was an ideal bass 
for a regional underwiting market 
because of its stable political and 
-business environment, financial 
infrastructure, strategic location 
and prudent regulatory practices. 

(AfP) 


ABU DHABI — OPEC President 
Abdullah al-Badri is touring mem- 
ber states to discuss ways to en d 
quota violations that have created 
a glut of nearly two million barrels 
per day and depressed crude 
prices, the official news agency 
WAM reported on Tuesday. 

Badri, Libya's oil minister, 
said he discussed the oil market 
situation with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Oil Minister 
Obaid ibn Saif al-Nasiri. 

“There are consultations 
among member cfot< - <z to chalk out 
a formula that will allow OPEC at 
its next meeting to achieve 
compliance with production 
quotas and market stability in 
order to support prices,” he told 
WAM. 

Independent estimates showed 
the 11 -nation Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
was producing nearly two million 
bpd above its official output 
ceding of 25.033 million bpd. 

Venezuela, Nigeria and Qatar 
are believed to be the twain quota 
busters. 

Such overproduction has 
combined with the resumption of 
Iraqi crude exports and a 
slackening seasonal demand to 
push down oil prices to below $18 
this week compared with nearly 
$24 at the start of the year. 

OPEC's com pliance committee 
met in the I ranian town of Isfahan 
last week and discussed the market 
situation ahead of fire cartel’s June 
meeting in Vienna. 

Badri, who is accompanied by 
OPEC Secretary General Rilwanu 
Lukman, said he briefed the new 
UAE oil mi ni ster on the Isfahan 
talks. 



ABU DAHAB1, United Arab Emirates (May 12): United Arab 
Emirates Petroleum Minister Oubeid Al-Nasari (R) greets OPEC 
President M. Salem Al-Badri of Libya, upon his arrival at Abu 
Dhabi airport. Al-Badri and OPEC Secretary-General Rilawanu 
Lukman (not pictured) are on a mission to examine the world oil 
market Al-Badri is on a tour of OPEC member states. 

(AfP PHOTO) 
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Nasiri said the UAE was 
respecting its OPEC-assigned 
quota of 2.16 million bpd and 
urged other members to follow 
suit. He said the UAE, one of the 
world’s top oil producers, wanted 
a “formula that will bolster prices 
and achieve stability in foe global 
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TOKYO — The dollar remained 
lower at midday Wednesday after 
regaining some ground a gainst the 
yen on news that trading in a major 
Japa n e s e trust bank’s shares were 
suspended on the Tokyo Stock Ex- 
change. Stock prices felL 

Players also bought the dollar 
is Japan’s trade figures, released 
earlier Wednesday, fell wi thin 
their expectations. 

The dollar was traded at 1 1 8. 86 
yen at midday, down 0.38 yea 
from late Tuesday in Tokyo but 
above its late New York level 
overnight of 1 18.50 yen. 

News of the Sumitomo trust 
and banking suspension prompted 
further buying of the dollar as 
players grew cautious about what 
may have caused it, traders said. 

The Tokyo Stock Exchan ge 

British 

Unemployment 
Falls by 59,400 to 
5 - 9 % in April 

LONDON — The number of peo- 
ple out of work in Britain and 
claiming benefit fell by 59,400 in 
April from the figure for March, 
official figures showed on 
Wednesday. 

The unemployment total fell to 
1,651,400, the office for national 
statistics said. 

The unemployment rate fell to 
5.9% of the workforce. In March, 
file unemployment rate had fallen 
to 6. 1 % of the active population. 

The monthly fall in 
unemployment was sharply above 
market forecasts. Economists here 
had expected a fell of 35,000 in die 
number of people out of work in 
April. (AFP) 


attributed the suspension to an 
unconfirmed news report that 
Sumitomo trust is likely to raise 
100 billion yen ($850 million) in 
equity financing, including a 
preferred share issue. 

Officials of file bank refused to 
comment. 

Japan’s unadjusted current 
account surplus narrowed 17 
percent in March from the 
year-earlier month to 1.030 
trillion ($8.73 billion). 

On fiie stock market, shares 
slipped as brokerage issues faced 
selling. 

Many investors were holding 
back to see developments in a 
payoff scandal, in which the 
government’s securities watchdog 
filed a criminal complaint Tuesday 
against Nomura Securities Co., as 
well as three executives. 

The Finance Ministry has 
barred Nomura, Japan’s largest 
securities brokerage, from file 
bidding and underwriting of 
Japanese government bonds until 
the scandal is resolved. 

The 225-issue nikkei stock 
average ended the morning session 
down 51.10 points, or 0.25 
percent, at 20,078.01. On 
Tuesday, the average shed 14.40 
points, or 0.07 percent 

The Tokyo stock price index of 
all issues listed oo the first section 
was down 4.72 points, or 0.31 
percent, to 1,495.95. The topix 
closed up 7.22 points, or 0.48 
percent, the day before. 

The Benchmark No. 182 
10 -year Japanese government 
bond was sold at 103.52 yen, up 
from Tuesday's finish of 103.4S 
yen. Its yield, which moves in the 
opposite direction, was at 2.490 
percent, down from 2.500 
percent. m 


oil market” 

Lukman, a former Nigerian oil 
minister, said prices had 
weakened because of the return of 
sanctions-hit Iraq and there is a 
“plenty of oil in the market” 

But he ruled out a collapse in 
prices, saying their decline was 
normal during time of fiie 
year, when demand is at its lowest 
level. 

“Prices are expected to pickup 
in the last quarter due to . an 
seasonal increase in con sum ption. 
But they will not necessarily be as 
strong as they were last year," 
Inkman told AFP in Abu Dhabi. 

“But it is necessary that all 
(OPEC) member states respect 
their quotas to support prices. That 
is why we are touring OPEC 
countries... we want to ensure 
commitment to quotas ahead of the 
June 25 conference in Vienna.” 

Lukman said OPEC's 
compliance committee would meet 
again in Vienna on the eve of the 
cartel conference to prepare its 
report on the oil market. 

Badri earlier visited Qatar and 
is due to fly to Saudi Arabia, fiie 
biggest oil producer and exporter 
in the world. 

UAE oil sources said they 
expected OPEC to roll over its 
output ceiling for (be second half 
of 1997. But they added it could 
be a difficult if Venezuela 

and Nigeria failed to honor a 
promise they made at the Is fahan 
meeting to abide by their 
OPEC-decreed shares. 

Sa u di Arabia and other Persian 
Gulf Arab oil heavyweights have 
repeatedly voiced concern at 
overproduction by some OPEC 
members, which they say are 
taking advantage of higher output 
and prices to make more profits. 

Abu Dhabi’s crown prince 
Sheikh Khalifa ibn Zayed 
al-Nahayan, who also met the 
OPEC chiefs, renewed calls for 
stopping quota violations. 

“The UAE's policy is based on 
the protection of the interests of oil 
producers within a balanced 
formula based on fair prices and 
market stability without any 
violations in production quotas,” 
he said. (AFP) 
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It was not to rethink his deci- 
sion concerning the military 
choice that Hussein asked Ibn Sa’d 
to grant him the extra time. The 
path was crystal clear in his mind, 
but Hussein (AS) eagerly wanted 
to stay up that night in worship. He 
desired that it be the last night 
during which he would talk to his 
family, companions and loved 
ones. He knew what lay ahead. 
Thus he said to his brother al-Ab- 
bas, the second time he sent him 
to Ibn Sa’d; 

“Go back to them. If you can 
delay them until morning and 
persuade them to keep away 


\ 






: S6**.W 


P 

it 


f m 






im 




tlW?' 


Tehran Times 


from us during the evening, then 
perhaps we many be able to pray 
to our Lord during the night, to 
supplicate Him and seek His for- 
giveness. He knows that I have 
always loved prayer, the recita- 
tion of his Book, invocating Him 
at length and seeking His for- 
giveness.” 

The situation was extremely 
dismal. The Umayyad army was 
surrounding the camp of Hussein 
(AS), while women and children 
were frightened as to what would 
happen next. Imam Hussein was 
checking his defences and worry- 
ing about how to keep the women 


and children out of harm's way. 

Shortly before sunset. Imam 
Hussein (AS) addressed his com- 
panions and family and told them 
that the enemy wanted no one ex- 
cept him. Thus, anyone of them 
was free to withdraw during the 
night, in order to escape death. 
Not one of them would leave him. 
They unanimously declared their 
readiness to fight and lay their 
lives down for the sake of Islam. 

Darkness fell. The household 
of the Prophet (S) and their sup- 
porters did not close their eyes. 
Some of them were praying, invo- 
cating Allah for His mercy, recit- 
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iug the Qoran. Others were f I I 

preparing wills and saying last ■ 
words to their families. Voices 

They were preparing themselves 

night they were guests on the land 
of Karbala’. History awaited the 
event that would take place an the 
morn. The swords and spears were 
pens that would inscribe the most 

glorious chapter in the con tin u in g ^ | 

drama being written by man. . ill 

During that night Hussein bid ™ 

farewell to his family and loved 
ones. He paid visits to al-Sajjad, 

flj.fccTioi Pjj j-n $-a jUj. ^ a ^ y g djlUl L! 

"I am the one who will be killed m 
a manner that tears will be shed 
upon me and my rememberance 
will not but awaken the conscience 
and impart lessons 

Imam Hussein (AS) 
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Part 2 

Although he refused at 
first, so urgent were the demands 
made by all parties that be finally 
accepted — so long as everyone 
paid him homage, and so long as 
they understood that he would 
decide strictly according to the 
Qoran and the Surma of the Holy 
Prophet (S). The people, 
desperate, accepted these 
conditions. 

However, there were a few 
who were not happy; a few who 
had hoped to get the caliphate and 
thereby get control of the empire. 
Among these were Talha and 
Zubair, who initially paid homage 
to Hazrat Ali (AS) but then slipped 
away to Mecca, starting a 
rebellion; they were defeated and 
lolled in the battle of ai-Jamal. 
Another person who was not 
happy was Muawiyab ibn Abu 
Sufiyan, who had been appointed 
governor of Syria some ten years 
before; but rather than rebelling 
openly, he called for revenge on 
the murderers of the third caliph, 
blaming Hazrat Ali (AS). After 
trying various peaceful means of 
resolving the situation. Hazrat Ali 
(AS) was forced to resort to 
violence and, in 36 AH (657 AD), 
the battle of Siffin was fought. 

Unfortunate Moments 

Hazrat All's army, led by 
Malik-e-Ashtar, was on the vergq 
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of victory when Muawiyah used a 
trick to prevent his army from 
being defeated; he asked bis 
soldiers to raise copies of the 
Qoran on their lances, and asked 
for arbitration. Despite Hazrat 
All’s warnings that this was a 
trick, many soldiers in the Islamic 
army, incited by a few bribed by 
Muawiyah, refused to fight on. 
The resulting arbitration was 
inconclusive, and only gave 
Muawiyah a chance to escape. 
Angered by this, many of those 
who had originally proposed the 
arbitration now rebelled against 
Hazrat Ali (AS); called Kharijites, 
they were put down at the battle of 
Nahrawan. But one of them, Abd 
ar-Rahman bin al-Muijam, 
attacked Hazrat Ali (AS) with a 
poisoned sword in the mosque of 

Kufa on 19 Ramadhan, 40 AH (23 
January 661 AD); Hazrat Ali was 
martyred two days later. 


ym/ow the Kufans accepted 
%y . f Imam Hassan (AS) as 
their new caliph, but all except a 
minority refused to fight against 
Muawiyah. A war at this stage 
would have meant more blood- 
shed. Also, the issue was not clear- 
cut; Muawiyah claimed to be 
fighting to get revenge for the third 
caliph, though in fact he only 
wanted power. 'And even if Imam 
Hassan (AS) had won, that would 
oily have meant a worldly victory 
for the caliphate; for not all prov- 
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inces of the Islamic world had 
pledged allegiance to Imam Has- 
san (AS), and it would have been 
easy for later historians to miscon- 
strue his fight as being one for the 
caliphate. Thus, Imam Hassan 
(AS) agreed to compromise and let 
Muawiyah get the caliphate, on the 
following conditions: firstly, 
Muawiyah should rule according 
to the Qoran and Sirnna; secondly, 
Muawiyah should nominate no- 
one as caliph after him, but leave 
the choice to the Muslim ummah; 
thirdly, that people should be left 
in peace; fourthly, that no harm 
should come to the followers of 
Hazrat Ali (AS) — including their 
families and belongings; and 
lastly, that no harm should come 
to Imam Hassan (AS), Imam 
Hussein (AS), or anyone of the 
Ahl -ul -Bait. Muawiyah readily ac- 
cepted, suddenly forgetting his 
zeal for revenge; in the years to 
come, he was to violate each one 
of the conditions. 

Land without Sincerity 

AH this Imam Hussein (AS) 
knew very well; he also knew that 
because most Kufans were 
motivated by economic reasons, 
they would be unwilling to risk 
their lives for him. and in times of 
danger would desert him as they 
had deserted his father and 
brother. But the fight against what 
Yazid represented had to be made, 
unlike Muawiyah, who at least had 
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made a show of being a good 
Muslim, Yazid had openly 
repudiated Islam. What was 
needed, Imam Hussein (AS) 
realized, was a revolution in the 
consciousness of the Muslim 
ummah, which had been corrupted 
by lust for the wealth of an Arab 
empire; and this revolution would 
be achieved not by his accession to 
the caliphate, but by his death — 
in such a way that the issues would 
be clear-cuL Yazid would not have 
a chance of denying complicity in 
the martyrdom of Imam Hussein 
(AS), as Muawiyah had for the 
martyrdom of Imam Hassan (AS). 
Accordingly, the Imam took the 
first step and sent his cousin, 
Hazrat Muslim ibn Aqeel, as his 
emissary to Kufa. 

Safeer-e-Hussein 

Arriving in Kufa, Hazrat 
Muslim at first received a lot of 
support; it is said that as many as 
18,000 and at least 12,000 Kufans 
pledged homage to the cause of 
Imam .Hussein (AS). But as soon 
as Yazid heard of this, he ordered 
ObaiduIIah ibn Ziad, the governor 
of Basra, to go and take charge of 
the situation. Arriving in disguise, 
with a turban covering his face, 
ibn Ziad was mistaken at first for 
Imam Hussein (AS) by the Kufans; 
as they gathered around him, 
ready to pay homage. 

(To be Con id.) 


Imam Hussein (AS) set off the great Ashura 
Uprising and, by sacrificing his own blood 
and that of his dear ones* rescued Islam and 
justice; condemned the machinery of the 
Bani Omayyads and devastated its pillars. 


IMAM HUSSEIN IBN All (AS) 

Part 7 

| lit is reported in the Musnad (Book of traditions) of Ahmad bin 
LaaHanbal, the two Sahihs (Authentic books of traditions), and the 
exegesis of ai-Tha'alibi and al-Tabarsi, that Ibn Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, was quoted as saying, "when the verse (say; 

I do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to you except 
the love for my relatives) was revealed, Muslims asked the Prophet 
(S), 'O Messenger of Allah (S)! Who are your kinsfolk whom we 
should love?! 'Ali, Fatimah and their two sons/ answered the 
Prophet (AS).* 

Next to the verses of the Glorious Qoran, we quote certain 
statements, from the Messenger of Allah (5) as additional evidence 
expressing the lofty position occupied by Imam Hussein (AS) in the 
world of Islam and the Muslim Ummah. 

1. In the Sahih of al-Tirmidhi, Ya'la bin Murrah is quoted to have 
said, "The Messenger of Allah (S) said, 'Hussein is from me and I am 
from Hussein. Allah loves whoever loves Hussein. Hussein is a 
disciple of the disciples." 

2. Salman al-Farsi is reported 1 to have said, *1 heard the Prophet of 
Allah (S) saying, 'Hassan and Hussein are my two sons. Whoever loves 
them then he loves me. And whoever dislikes them then he cfisGkes me. 
And whoever dislikes me then Allah dislikes him. And whomever Allah 
dislikes. He will throw him into hell face downward.'" 

3. Al-Bara' bin Azib is quoted to have said, "I saw the Messenger 

of Allah <S) carrying Hussein bin Ali (AS) on his shoulder. He was 
saying, 'O Lord! I do love him so love him/" ■ : 

4. Abdullah bin Mas'ood is reported to havesaid, "The Messenger • 
of Allah (S) said, concerning Hassan and Hussein, -These are my two 
sons, whoever loves them then he loves me. And whoever dislikes . 
them he dislikes me/" 

5. Ali bin Hussein (AS) said, on the authority of his father, on the 
authority of his grandfather (AS), "The Messenger of Allah (S) look 
the arms of Hassan and Hussein and said, 'Whoever loves me and , 
loves these two and their father, he will certainly be with me on the < 
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-Tuesday , May € ’ 

Clinton Visit to 
Mexico Triggers 
Demonstrations 
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■S. President Bill Clinton, 
opened his first trip to 
Latin America by trying to soften 
tension with Mexico over immi- 
gration restrictions and illegal 
drugs, declaring himself “a good 
friend to die people of Mexico.” * 

Anti-Taleban 
ForcesLaunch 
Offensive Near 
Salang 

V I M aleban soldiers hunched a 
massive pie-dawn offen- 
sive outside bis deserted town at 
be month of the strategic Salang 
Highway that links Kabul to north- 
ern Afghanistan. 
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- _■ Wednesday], May 7 

Kashmir Hostages 
Killed by Separatist 
Group 
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four Westerners seized by 
•separatists in troubled 
Kashmir 21 months ago have been 
killed by their captors, a top mili- 
tant told Indian interrogators, offi- 
cials said. 

Mobutu Flics Out 
. of Kinshasa; 

Perhaps for Final 
Time . 







) ith rebel forces closing in 
oil Kinshasa, President 
Mobutu Sese Sefco left his threat- 
ened capital aboard his private 
Boeing 727 and flew to Gabon. It 
was unclear whether be would 

ever comeback: • 

Thursday, May S 

Bruton Heartened 
After Ni l reland 
Talks With Blair 



Irish Prime Minister- John. 
'Bruton said after bilks 
with Tony Blair that he believed 
(he new British prime minister 
would make the search for peace 
in Northern Ireland one of his top 
priorities. 

Friday, May 9 


StorminSouth . 
China's Guangzhou 
Kills at least 40 
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rainstorm that battered 
^southern China killed at 
least 40 people after triggering 
devastating floods that one local 
official described as occuring only 
once in five centuries. 


Plane Crash Kills 
35 in China 




it least 35 pe^le died in 
I China's first big aviation 
disaster for almost three years 
when a Boeing 737 slammed into 
the runway of a storm-swept air- 
port in the southern city of Shen- 
zhen, officials said. 


Ross Meets Israeli 
Minister as Hopes 
Dim for 
Breakthrough 



I Asrael and (he Palestinians 
iiy saw little hope fora break- 
through as U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross met with top Israeli officials 
in a bid to find a formula to revive 
peace negotiations. 

Saturday. May 10 

Mobutu Lands in 
Kinshasa 




f aim's President Mobutu 
Sese Seko returned to the 
capital Kinshasa afternoon from 
Gabon where be had been attend- 
ing a summit of central African 
leaders. 

Pope Gets Warm. 

Welcome in 
Lebanon 
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43 Dead , 100,000 
Homeless as Floods 
Submerge Chinese 
Province 



k t least 43 people have been 
'killed and 100.000 left 
homeless by ferocious rainstorms 
wreaking havoc in southern 
China, reports said. 

Sunday, May 11 

Japan PM Leaves 
Peru After Hostage 
Thank-You Trip 




apanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hash i mo to 
h eaded home after a one-day trip 
to Peru to thank president Alberto 
Ftgimori for an "admirable” hos- 
tage rescue that ended a rebel siege 
at his ambassador’s home. 

Pope Crowns 
Lebanon Visit With 
Call for Peace 



fepe John Paul crowned a 
•triumphant visit to Beirut 
with a call from its war-ravaged 
heart for restoration of Lebanese 
sovereignty and a just peace 
throughout the Middle East 

Turks Protest at 
Plan to Close 
Religious Schools 

S housands of people gath- 
ered in die shadow of Is- 
tanbul’s historic Blue Mosque to 
protest at a clampdown on Islamic 
schools ordered by Turkey's pow- 
erful secularist military. 


Mosidsy, May 1 - 

Pak, Indian PMs 
Agree to Set Up 
Hotline 





fakistani Prime Minister 
•Nawaz Sharif and his In- 
dian counterpart Inder Kumar Gu- 
jral agreed during talks to establish 
a hotline between them. 

Russia, Chechnya 
Sign “Historic” 
Peace Deal 


(ope John Paul arrived in 
i Lebanon to a warm wel- 
come from authorities of the Mus- 
lim-majority country and 

immediately issued a veiled call 
for foe departure of Israeli troops. 



(resident Boris Yeltsin and 
• Chechen leader Aslan 
Maskhadov signed a peace accord 
p r omi s in g an end to 400 years of 
intermittent conflict between Mos- 
cow i 

north Cancasus region. 


Opposition Says 
Election Boycott 
Respected 


\~ 



'all’s mainstream opposi- 
' tion parties said their boy- 
cott of Sunday presidential 
elections had been respected after 
a low turnout in the impoverished 
west African country. 


IRAN IN HIGHLIGHT 


1 ztesday, May 7 

Mubarak, Velayati 
Hold "Frank and 
Constructive 99 Talks 

@ he visiting Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati met Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak at foe presidential 
palace in Cairo, foe state-run 
Egyptian radio reported. 

President 
Inaugurates 
Mobarakeh Steel 
Company 
Extension Plan 

® he first phase of an expan- 
sion plan at the Mo- 
barakeh Still Company was 
inaugurated by President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in Isfahan.. 

ggy^iirinrri^T.Ti^CT- * -T-ray-L- vyr-m— »ar. i 

Wednesday, May 7 

10th International 
Book Fair, 4th 
Press Festival 
Wind Up 




0th Tehran International 
Book Fair and the 4th Press 



Festival wound up in presence of 
Majlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam Ali 
Akbar Nateq Nouri. 

Velayati Confers 
With Lebanese, 
Syrian Officials 



Iranian Foreign Minister 
GAli Akbar Velayati ar- 
rived in Damascus where he was 
welcomed by his Syrian counter- 
part Faruq al-Shara. 

Iran Will Not 
Submit to BuUying 
Powers 



( be Supreme Leader of foe 
^ Islamic Revolution, Aya- 
tollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, said 
that under no circumstances Ira- 
nian nation will surrender to inter- 
ventionist policies of arrogant 
powers. 
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Guardian Council 
Approves 4 Out of 
238 Candidates 

® he Guardian Council of 
Constitution approved 
four presidential candidates out of 
238 declaring them eligible to run 
for presidential elections stat ed for 
May 23. 

Mid-East Oil and 
Gas Towards 3rd 
Millennium Opens 

® he world’s energy security 
is intertwined with that of 
the Persian Gulf which is the main 
source of oil supply for the world’s 
increasing demand in the future. 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani said. 


. j'—g: - 


Rafsanjani, 
Ralchmanov Hold 
First Round of Talks 

® he first round of bilateral 
talks between President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
Tajik President Emomali Rakhma- 
nov began. 


Over 1,000 Killed, 
40,000 Injured in 
Quake 



SSjE&e*: 

J ver 1,000 people have so 
far been killed and fourty 
thousands injured at Darmian dis- 
trict, Khorasan Province, official 
in charge of the provincial natural 

... » J i... Ah/ti 




Iran Sees Regional 
Stability With 
Russian Help 

I /Iranian President Akbar 
—-Ay Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Iran was ready to cooperate with 
Russia to restore stability in Tajik- 
istan and end a civil war in neigh- 
boring Afghanistan. 

Candidates Launch 
Presidential 
Campaign 



B be four presidential candi- 
dates, whose eligibility 
had been approved by the Guardi- 
ans Council, officially launched 
their election campaigns through- 
out the country since the early 
hours of Saturday morning. 

Su?:day\ .ifjy 21 

President 
Rafsanjani Arrives 
in Ashkabad 



/resident Akbar Hashemi 
(Rafsanjani heading a 
high-ranking delegation, arrived 
in Turk menista n and was warmly 
welcomed by his Turkmen coun- 
terpart Saparmurat Niyazov. 

Maneuvers 
Launched in 
Persian Gulf Waters 


A* 





H he Joint ‘Salman Fateh 
Maneuvers code-named 
*Ya Hussein Shahid’ were 
launched in the Persian Gulf and 
Sea of Oman by the air and naval 
forces. 

MordLzy, May 12 

President Visits 
Quake-Hit Areas 



'resident Ali Akbar 
(Hashemi Rafsanjani 
toured villages in foe east of foe 
country devastated by a powerful 
earthquake which left around 
2,400 people dead. 

Rafsanjani, 
Niyazov Hold First 
Round of Talks 



(resident of Tran and Turk- 
•menistan held their first 
round of talks. President Saparmu- 
rat Niyazov of Turkmenistan wel- 
coming the Iranian president as the 
first distinguished guest in the 
newly-built presidential palace, 
stressed that Turkmens consider 
Ir anians as their dear and true 
friends. 
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| hen Jan Schwoyer of Al- 
' lentown, Pa. , learned that 
her 15 -year-old son had been given 
an in-school suspension, she was 
upset. After she finally got him to 
tell his side of the story, she was 
livid. “The kid sitting behind me 
hit the girl in front of me, "her son 
explained, “and the girl turned and 
yelled at me." When Schwoyer 
asked her son why he hadn’t told 
this to die assistant principal who 
handed out the suspension, she 
came up against adolescent ethics. 


“I won't rat,” said the boy. 

Determined to right the wrong, 
Schwoyer phoned the assistant 
principal, calmly told him what 
her son had said, and asked if he 
had any proof that her boy had hit 
the girl. Hie assistant principal 
immediately began screaming as if 
Schwoyer were a kid who'd cut 
class. 

Shocked, Schwoyer simply 
asked, “Why are you so angry at 
me?" That stopped die tirade cold. 
The assistant principal calmed 
down, and they resolved, the 



problem. 

Jan Schwoyer discovered that 
in a difficult situation, it's possible 
to get results without becoming 
pushy or loud. Indeed, effective 
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Cre&m Gatems 

You will need- 

4 oz. self-raising flour 
pinch salt 

4 oz. butter or margarine 

Preparation time 

4 oz. castor sugar 

30 minutes 

2 eggs, lightly beaten 

For the filling and decoration: 

Cooking time 

8 oz. strawberries 

30 minutes 

■j pint double cream 

Oven setting 

350°F, gps mark 4 




ieve flour and salt together. Cream fat and sugar untfl light 
and fluffy. Beat in eggs, one at a time. Fold in dry ingredi- 
ents with a metal spoon. Divide mixture equally between 
2 well greased 6-7 inch sandwich tins. Bake in the center 
of a moderate oven for 25-30 minutes. Turn out and cool on wire 
tray. 

Hull the strawberries, reserve half for decorating the top and 
roughly chop the rest. Whip the cream until leaves a trail from 
the whisk. 

Put the cakes together filling the center with half of the cream 
and all of the chopped strawberries. Place the whole strawber- 
ries on top of the cake and, using a large star tube, swirl cream 
around the strawberries. As an alternative, when strawberries 
are not in season, use a tin of peaches, well drained. 


QUICK TIP 

To make cream go further: 
use equal quantities of single 
and double cream and whisk 
in a little castor sugar. 

Alternatively whip a small 
carton of double cream until 
thick and fold in two egg 
whites which have been stiffly 
beaten with a little castor 
sugar • ■ 



complaining is a skill anyone can 
master. All you need is 
determination and an 
understanding of these simple 
rules: 

Be Prepared. You have a 
better chance of winning a case if 
you’re an expert on your situation. 
That doesn't mean you must cite 
Supreme Court decisions, but you 
do need to be prepared with 
names, dates, prices or times that 
relate to your complaint. 

When an airline failed to award 
Lillian Sims of Milwaukee all the 
frequent-flier miles she’d earned 
on an extended foreign trip 
because of an obscure provision, 
she tracked down the supervisor of 
the frequent-flier program. “She 
asked me to send her all the 
information,*’ Sims recalls. “I had 
everything she needed, and after 
reviewing it, she awarded me the 
right number of miles.’* 

Face the Issue. Letters can be 
ignored, and your opponent can be 
unreasonable over the telephone. 
Your personal presence, however, 
can sometimes make all the 
difference. 

Deirdre Martin of Ithaca, 
N.Y., was having trouble getting 
her insurance company to pay for 
a doctor's visit that the insurer 
maintained was for a pre-existing 
condition. After wending her way 
through the company's 
bureaucracy, she realized a 
mistake had been made about the 
date of the visit. To collect her 
claim, she just needed a note from 
her doctor. 

“But when I called his office, 
they said they were too busy, and 
told me to have the insurance 
company call them,'' she explains. 
“I knew the insurer's 
representative would never call, 
so I decided to drive to the doctor's 
office and ask in person.'' 

Martin introduced herself to the 
receptionist who had originally 
fielded her call; then she politely 
repeated her request. “It was as if 
I were seven-foot-one instead of 
five- foot-one. The receptionist 
actually typed the letter while I 
wailed." 

Stay Cool. Being nasty will 
mark you as a crank, not a 
reasonable person who's been 
wronged. A' demonstration of 
anger only triggers the 
fight-or-flight response in other 
people, and neither response will 
help you. As Jan Schwoyer 
learned when talking with the 
assistant principal, “It's the 
person who gets emotional first 
who loses." 

The best gambit is to say you 


have a problem and need help to 
solve it This gentle approach is 
likely to disarm your opponent; 
when someone humbly asks for 
help, most people do what they 
can. 

In dealing with an auto 
mechanic or a plumber, for 
example, try a friendly, respectful 
approach when a repair doesn’t 
work. “Don’t accuse him of not 
doing the job right," advises John 
B. Novak, a general contractor 
from Edgaztowo, Mass “Instead, 


ad minis trator in the position of 
having to defend a faculty 
mem&r. 

Instead, speak with the teacher 
in private. Don’t present yourself 
as an adversary but as a concerned 
parent who wants to share 
information and help solve the 
problem. If this courteous 
approach doesn’t work, then 
you’re within your rights to call a 
department head, the principal or, 
if necessary, the district 
superintendent 

Pick Worthwhile Fights. 

Some people spend endless hours 
— and dollars — complaining 
about the most mino r matters. For 
them it’s the principle that counts. 
But most of us need to be selective 
about our spats. A financial 
complaint is worth making only if 
the possible gain outweighs the 
fimft and money spent- other 
disputes there should be some 
clear-cut potential benefit. 


“Ask yourself whether yon’a 


really angry about somethmg 
else," advises Amy Miller, a 
clinical psychologist in New 
York. “If it’s die biter, you won’t 
get the results you’re looking for, 
and you’ll end up even more 
frustrated and angry." . 

If it’s just a matter of venting, 
take a tip from Jody Rein of 
Denver, who has a t feaw c rfu i of 
complaint letters never secL “Just 
putting my anger down oq paper a 
usually enough," she says, 
“especially in situations where I 
probably don’t stand a dance." 

Remember, the secret to 
dealing with the inevitable)' 
nuisances of life is to first pick " 
your fights, and then use these 
strategies to frame yonr , 
complaints m a way that avoids ‘‘ 

antagonism — and gets results. 

"** ^ 

(Ckmrtmay the Good 
Housekeeping 
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say that you still have die problem 
and need his help again." 

In situations where you think 
you've been overcharged, says 
lawyer Rick Felberbanm of Boca 
Raton, Fla., ask for a detailed 
breakdown of the bill. “Start by 
saying you're perplexed, since the 
bill doesn’t match what you were 
told the job should cost. By asking 
for clarification, you give the 
person an opportunity to save face 
if there’s been an overcharge.” 

Of course if honey alone 
doesn't work, adding a bit of 
vinegar might But rather than 
insulting, point out what will 
happen if you don't get results. 
For instance saying you’ve been a 
regular customer for years carries 
the implied threat that you mi gh t 
not be one in the future. 

Being tactful is just as 
important when dealing with rude 
strangers — often the most vexing 
situations of all because people are 
reluctant to have public 
confrontations. For example, “If 
.someone cuts ahead of you in line, 
calmly say, ‘I believe these people 
were next, then us," suggests 
Marilyn Pud er- York, a clinical 
psychologist in New York City. 
Being nice but speaking up will 
usually shame the offender into 
submission. 

Work Your Way Up. 
Whenever you have a problem, 
resist the temptation to start at the 
top. If you call the company 
president rigbt away, you'll 
probably be routed to the vice 
president in charge of nut cases. If 
you work your way up to the 
president, though, you’ll be seen 
as dogged and respectful. And 
you're likely to get what you want 

People can’t do what's beyond 
their control, however. If a clerk 
is obstinate and unresponsive, 
thank her for her time, say you 
know she’s done all she could 
(even if she hasn’t) and ask to 
speak to “your supervisor in 
customer service." Persist until 
you get to someone who has the 
power to change decisions. 

Similarly, if your child is 
having trouble in school and his 
teacher is hostile, resist the 
impulse to speak immediately with 
an administrator. By going over 
the teacher’s head, you put the 



T his stunning display of 
rich pinks aid purples 
beautifully complements the 
handsome lilac-glazed vase. Using a 
tall vase, such as this, warrants a 
lo% arrangement. Begin by putting 
some chunks of soaked florists* foam 
into the vase and creating the outL" -r 
with long stems of eucalyptus. 
Strengthen the outline with four or 
five deep pink gladioli. 


Cot dak purple spray 
chrysanthemums to varying kugd» 
and form a ‘central c o lu mn * through 

the middle of the display, leaving one 
small flower bead to hang gently 
down over the rim of the vase. 

tills nne V.'“h four deep pink 
finally, use delicate quays <rf 
Dtndrobom ordrids to strengthen 
outline, reserving one or two to 
gently curve downwards. 
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ties on the latest events in the 
neighborhood. Usually, the ens- 
tomers who were acquainted with 
each other sat around the same 
table. People came to find new 
friends or meet old ones. New- 
comers were introduced to old 
customers by the teaman. The 
newcomer soon felt at home and 
made friends while chatting over a 
cup of tea. The teaman and work- 
ers used to sleep in the teahouse. 

At the early stage, no entertain- 
ment was offered to customers. 
However, as the teahouses became 



Tke traditional Iranian teahouse came into existence during she Safari# Dynegy H5GG- 
1736) when the Sherly Brothers set up tke Jim teahouse in tke country. 2*Ur the head 
of the four Qezeibask tribes set up four teahouses in the ancient Irsnicn g“ Is fak^r 

where they met with members of their respective tribes. J 

1629), the Sheriy brothers trav- 
eled to Iran to train the army and 
-manufacture cannons. To 
their free hours, they opened a 
shop where they offered coffee. 

Soon others followed suit and 
opened similar places where tea 
was served and which later «»nw» 
to be known as the “teahouse.”' 

As teahouses sprouted in every 
corner of the town, die caravanse- 
rais lost their reason for existence 
and disappeared little by little. 


| he 1979 Islamic Revolu- 
tion has not only intro- 
duced fundamental changes in the 
political, economic and social life 
of Iranian society but, along wife 
its emphasis on the rich Iranian 
Islamic culture, has brought dra- 
matic changes in fee lifestyle of the 
people. 

The change in fee people’s out- 
look has served to encourage a 
return to clean cultural values. 

Less than a century ago the 
traditional teahouses were meeting 
places where people of each neigh- 
borhood spent fee evening hours 
of the cold and long winter nights 
chatting and listening to stray tell- 
ers, narrators 2tnd singers who re- 
cited poems of fee famous 10th 
century Iranian poet Ferdowsi, 
author of the great epic poem 
“Shahnameh, Book of Rings/* 

' The people, tired of their day’s 
work, went to fee teahouses in fee 
evenings where they relaxed, chat- 
ted wife one another, discussed 
their problems and exchanged 
views. In fact fee teahouses - were 
places where new ideas flour- 
ished, old ideas polished and made . 
new wife updates in newly discov- 
ered knowledge, science and tech- 
nology. In other words, they were 
the centers of education and pro- 
motion of genuine Iranian culture. 

However, in fee age of radio, 
television and satellite, fee tea- 
houses started gradually to lose 
their appeal and more and more 
people became confined to their 
home s and apa rtments in fee cit- 
ies. However, now it is time to 
revive the teahouses and bring 
them back to life. 

Origin 

Not too long ago fee caravanserais 
were fee earlier version of fee tea- 
houses. The caravanserais were 
usually builtwifein the vicinity of 
towns and also on. intercity raods 
to accommodate travelers who 
traveled on horses. They stopped 
by these caravanserais to spend a 
night or two to take rest, eat and 
feed their horses. They were 
mainly served simple food and tea 
and fee keepers of caravanserais 
were known to be the most trust- 
worthy wife whom fee travelers 
could leave their money and mer- 
chandise. 

Doe to fee nature of their occu- 
pation, the caravanserais keepers 
were fee most well informed of 
domestic events and the first to 
find out about the latest news and 
developments from travelers com- 
ing from other towns. They were 
feus counted upon to warn people 
of disastrous events or impending 
problems and disasters such as 
famine. 

During fee reign of Shah Abbas 
of the Safavid Dynasty (1585- 


popuiar and crowded, especially 
during the rule of fee Safavids 
(1500-1736) and Qajars (1779- 
1925), entertainment became a 
popular feature of fee teahouses 
which went on till late at night 
The narrators entertained fee cus- 
tomers by telling epic stories and 
fee braveries of the holy Imams. 
Soon the teahouse became the ex- 
hibition hall of paintings at a Hum 
when art galleries were non-exis- 
tent These paintings cama to be 



calledthem the “Teahouse Paint- 
ings” because of the fact that they 
were displayed in teahouses. 
These paintings date back to about 
a century ago. 

In genera]. Teahouse Paintings 
depict a clear and simple subject 
The artist paints a historical event 
as well as heroes and figures from 
Ferdowsi *s S hahnameh . In order 
to produce a good work of art be 
must master the subject matter and 



in terms of their structure and 
architecture, teahouses are similar 
to caravanserais. Their architec- 
ture is taken from fee architecture 
of dressing rooms of Iranian tradi- 
tional bathhouses. The entrance 
has pillars and fee structure is 
dome-covered. The interior has 
stone or brick platforms and 
beaches, small tile-covered ponds 
wife fountains, trellised windows 
with colorful glasses, built-in 
shelves in the upper part of fee 
room where handicraft and antique 
articles are displayed to make fee 
atmosphere more homelike, cozy 
and pleasant. 

What Went On Inside 
Teahouses? 

As fee sun started setting, the 
teaman started his samovar and 
brewed tea. By then fee tea cups 
and saucers had been washed, fee 
teahouse yard swept clean, fee 
flowerbeds in fee garden washed, 
the pond filled and oil lamps lit — 
giving an inviting atmosphere for 
people to enter. 

Old and young, tired of fee 
day’s work, stopped by on their 
way home to refresh themselves 
wife a cup of freshly brewed tea 
and to chat with one another about 
fee day’s happenings. Experiences 
were shared,' problems aired, and 


For many years Iranian traditional teahouses were ne- 
glected and cozy teahouses which were or.ee the gain e. in; 
cm! socialization pieces of Iranian society disappeared. 
Sow it is time is revive this old aspect of Iranian nations, 

culture. 


known as ‘Teahouse Paintings.” 

According to Professor Abbas 
Blouki, tin the end of the Qajar 
Dynasty, painting, poetiy reading 
sessions, music, singing and tradi- 
tional shows only belonged to fee 
royal court and the public were 
deprived of such leisure. How- 
ever, a famous painter, Ali Reza 
QouIIaraghasi, took the art to the 
general public by displaying for 
fee first time his famous work of 
art, “Day of Ashura,” in a tea- 
house in the ancient city of Rey, 
south of Tehran. The public enthu- 
siasm motivated him to do other 
‘paintings from the epic stories of 
Shahnameh, and gradually a cal- 
ligraphy of poems of great Iranian 
poets such as Hafez, Sa'adi and 
M owl ana decorated walls of tea- 
houses. 

Professor Blouki writes that al- 
though teahouses served as the 
first gallery of teahouse paintings, 
the original artist was Marco 
Gerigorian, a young painter who 
followed the modem school of 
painting. Almost a century ago he 
collected these paintings and 


the historical event. If the painting 
is one relating to the holy Imams, 
he must be well aware of the relat- 
ing Hadtih. The artist uses his 
imagination in producing a mar- 
velous painting whose simplicity 
makes it appealing and compre- 
hensible to ordinary people. The 
beauty of Teahouse Paintings lies 
in its masterful simplicity. 

The teahouses were also fa- 
vored and loved for their story 
tellers and narrators. The experi- 
enced story teller used to attract 
and excite the customers while en- 
thusiastically telling an epic story 
from Ferdowsi ‘s Shahnameh, 
such as the battle of Rustam, the 
most renowned hero among the 
Iranians, with Isfandyar, the son 
of Gushtasp, of the first dynast}' of 
Persian kings. The story teller, 
who usually had an assistant, told 
fee story in a manner that the lis- 
tener imagined himself in the bat- 
tleground. Occasionally he cited 
couplets from Shahnameh (this 
was how Ferdowsi's poems be- 
came popular among the illiterate 
who could simply memorize the 


poem by listening to fee story 
teller.) The story teller chose the 
subject depending on the occasion 
and the specific event of the month 
or week. For instance, during the 
mourning month of Muharram, he 
concentrated on the life and hero- 
ism of Imam Hussein (AS) and his 
associates. In the Islamic fasting 


ant start in their search for national 
and Islamic identity. As part of the 
public campaign, recently some 50 
teahouses have been restored and 
reopened in the capital city alone. 
One which has been reopened with 
purely traditonal and old-fash- 
ioned style is the Azari Teahouse. 

The Azari Teahouse is in fact a 
museum of Iranian antiques and 
marvelous handicrafts. The brick 
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month of Ramazan, when the cus- 
tomers dropped by after breaking 
their fast, he told stories relating 
to Imam Ali (AS), who was mar- 
tyred on the 21st day of Ramazan. 

In general, the story tellers 
were powerful speakers who could 
easily stimulate emotions and the 
nationalist and Islamic sentiments 
of the listeners. At times they told 
the people how to live with dig- 
nity, defend their rights and liber- 
ties. Many disputes were settled in 
the teahouse in an impressively 
friendly manner and many cases 
that could not be settled in the state 
courts were settled in the teahouse. 
All in all, during the time when 
there was no sign of the high tech 
telecommunication facilities and 
radio and television, the teahouses 
were the most pleasant places for 
passing time. 

Restoration of 
Teahouses 

Efforts are underway to bring 
back to life the one time favorite 
hangout of the Iranian people — the 
teahouses. This is part of the over- 
all drive to return to traditional 


flooring, the wooden latticed 
doors and windows with colorful 
glasses, the tile work, blue tile 
ponds with fountains and the paint- 
ings, take one back to the atmos- 
phere of the past when man was 
not alienated from himself and so- 
ciety and was not a captive of 
modern industrial life. The tea- 
house has been so masterfully re- 
stored such that it is just as it was 
when it existed a long time ago. 
Other than its interior decoration 
and setup, it features story tellers 
and narrators. All in all it is the 
exact replica of the old teahouse. 

With the first visit to the Azari 
Teahouse one immediately falls in 
love with it. The customers, the 
youth in particular, enjoy the tra- 
ditional culture along with their 
cup of tea. Some may not be aware 
of the purposes the teahouse used _ 
to serve in the past and have come 
to explore it. For the aged who are 
nostalgic about the teahouse, their 
revival brings back sweet memo- 
ries of the past when life was not 
as hectic, not as confined to fee 
walls of apartments and not as 
devoid of simple and genuine 



"Tefthaase Hr.*” grsc 

culture and to regain lost identity. 
Revival of traditional culture, 
manifested in various aspects of 
social life, is a way of attracting 
the interest of the youth in genuine 
Iranian culture. Teahouses pro- 
vide a bridge between the present 
and the past and provides a pleas- 


“ ■k? z teahouse. 

pleasure. As usual, most find the 

stories told at the Azari Teahouse 
fasicnating and stimulating. 

Among other old and popular 
teahouses are the Tayeb Teahouse, 
Abbasi Teahouse and Qasem 
Gousfandi Teahouse. (Courtesy of. 
IrunAirin flight magazire. No, 11, 1994) 


Answers to last week’s WHO’S WHO: 

1(F), 2(G), 3(H), 4(1), S(J), 6(k), 7(L), 8(A), 9(BX 10(C), ’ 
11(D), 12(E). 







PAGE 10 


Tehran Times Weekend Issue 

/r.\ {\*z :r-^\ ^ -^2' 


MAT 15, 1397 




1796 — Forces under France's Nnpoloun 
Bonaparte enter Milan, Italy. 

1848 — Communist uprising in Paris. Second 
uprising in Vienna against new Austrian 
constitution which is repealed. 

1924 — U.Sl Congress passes bill instituting 
immigrant quotas based on nationality. 

1940 — The Netherlands surrenders to 
Germany in World War II. 

1948 — New state of Israel is attacked by! 
Egyptian planes and invaded in the north and east : 
by troops from Lebanon and Trans-Jordan. 

1957 — Britain explodes its first thermonuclear 
bomb in central Pacific. 

1962 — President John F. Kennedy orders 4,000 
more U.S. troops to be stationed in Thailand to 
counter threat in Laos. 

1971 — Egyptians demonstrate in Cairo after 
President Anwar Sadat purges opponents from 
cabinet and emerges as new strongman. 

1988 — Ethiopian government declares state of 
emergency in war-torn northern provinces of 
Eritrea and Tiger. 

1989 — Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, in 
Beijing, declares end to Sino-Soviet split. 

1990 — Thousands of Soviet Soldiers try to 
break into Latvia's parliament in anti- 
independence demonstration. 

1991 — French Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
resigns and Mitterand replaces him with socialist 
Edith Cremon. 

1992 — Thousands of opposition supporters 
seize Azerbaijan's Parliament building and 
Presidential Palace. 

1993 — French police kill gunman holding 
nursery students hostage in Paris. 
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1905 Henry Fonda, U-S- stage and Screen 

actor, born. Best known for his roles in the films 
"The Crapes of Wrath" and " Twelve Angry Men He 
won an Oscar for his last film "On Golden fond\ 

1919 U be race, U.5. concert pianist and 

entertainer, boro as Wladiziu Valentino Liberace, 
His trade marie was a Candelabra on his piano. • 

1929 In Hollywood the first "academy 

awards", presented by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, went to actress Janet 
Gaynor and actor Emil jannings. The best film was 
"Wings". The awards were named Oscars in 1931. 

1943 — in World War II, British Lancaster 
aircraft bombed the Mohne and the Eder Dams n 
Germany's industrial Ruhr basin using a bouncing 
bomb. 

1963 — U.S. Astronaut Gordon Cooper in Ins 
Mercury-Atlas craft splashed down near midway ra 
the Pacific after orbiting the Earth 22 times hi a 
mission fasting just over 34 hours - the longest 
American space mission so far. 

1967 — French President diaries de Gaufie 
spoke of 'formidable obstacles' in Britain's 
application to join the EEC, a virtual veto. 

1969 — The Russian spacecraft Venus 5 landed 
on the planet Venus. 

1974 — Helmut Schmidt was sworn in as new 
chancellor of West Germany, after the resignation 
of Wifty Brandt. 

1975 — Japanese mountaineer Junko Tabei 
became the first woman to climb Everest. 

1989 — A car bomb in Beirut killed the religious 
leader of Lebanon's Sunni Muslims, Sheikh Hassan 
Khaled, and at least 21 others. The grand mufti of 
the republic was 68. 

1 989 — Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, met in Beijing in the 
first Sino-Soviet summit in 30 years, formally 
ending the feud between the two countries. 

1991 — Queen Elizabeth II, on a tour of the 
United States, became the first monarch to address 
congress. 

1993 — Suleyman Demine! was sworn in as 
Turkey's ninth president, succeeding Turgut Ozal 
who died on April 17. 

1996 — Romano Prodi, leader of the victorious 
Olive Tree alliance in the Italian elections, was 
asked to form the new government. 
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Jome people walk with 
their heads in die dreamy 
sky. Others are so earth- 
bound; they can see only the soil 
on their toes. Escape routes from 
the everyday world are a necessity 
for mental health, but, if carried to 
extremes, can become a neurotic 
habit. How sound is your balance? 

Answer Yes or No. 

1. Do you envy the easy life of 
your ancestors? 

2. Do you have a pack of old 
love letters? 

3. When you go to bed at night, 
do you imagine yourself as the 
hero or heroine of some exploit? 

4. Do you refuse to make a will 
ox to consider death? 

5. Is your reading confined pri- 
marily to fiction? \ 

6. Are your living surroundings 
disorganized? 

7. Do you think most traits are 
hereditary? 

8. When out walking, do you 
survey the distance rather than ex- 
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16-20 points: You verge on 
losing contact with the world 
around you. Life, as it is, is fun 
and should be considered as it is. 
Look around you fine the honest 
things that are meaningful. 


P 3 P 
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COMPUTER CLASS 


>JA\' 




10-14 points: You have found 
a way of escaping from the things 
which bother you. This is as help- 
ful a way of adjusting, provided 
you do not allow fantasy to blur 
your vision. 




amine the things that are close to ures in your community, business, 
you? etc? 

9. Normally, is it difficult for SCORING 


you to awaken after eight hours of 
sleep? 

10. Do you feel that other peo- Give y° ur self 2 points for each 


pie are primarily to blame for foil- yes-answer. 


6-8 points: To be sure, foe re 
are ruts in the road, but when they 
are filled with ice, those same ruts 
reflect the stars. A bit of romanti- 
cism will help you enjoy life more 
fully. 

0-6 points: As Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said, “Reality has a slid- 
ing door.” Use it to get away from 
the tedium of everyday facts. 

(Courtesy Let’s Get Qalm. 

cal/ Sterling) 


ANIMAL CRACKERS 
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country going through 
the process of develop- 
ment requires the crea- 
tion of new jobs that will meet its 
particular needs. The creation of 
nsw jobs, in feet, is seen as one of 
die measures for combatting un- 
employment. However, not all 
jobs rebound to the public good. In 
this article, that is not the concern. 
The point being stressed is that no 
matter how a nation may diversify 
jobs and professions for the sake 
of raising productivity, all efforts 
would prove futile unless individu- 
als cultivate a sense of doing things 

efficiently which brings us toan- 
other issue faced in today’s world: 
individuals - taking two or more 
jobs. Such activity in day-to-day 
language 'is called - “moonlight- 
ing.” 

‘‘Moonli ghting ” is a common 
phenomenon these days because of 
the tight financial situation. People 
take on more than one job in a day 
to augment their . income. While - 
the labor laws of most countries 
would not prohibit 
“moonlighting,” it has gradually 
turned intoa matter of concern for 
countries' that sense in their 
workers a growing sense of apathy 
towards the quality of their work. 
A worker who takes multiple jobs 
has a lesser chance of performing 
his job efficiently and die result is 
not only disastrous for him but also 
for his family and the company or 
institution that he works, with. 
Tired workers have ' less 


demands of cash- strapped 
workers halfway? Some serious 
measures like the enhancement of 
employees’ job capabilities that 
will raise their level of pay and 
other fringe benefits may be taken 
to discourage them from getting 
.multiple jobs. Another measure 
would be to liberalize company 
benefits to include workers in the 
lowest pay scales; and this 
includes health and recreation 
facilities. Of course' a person who 
is compelled to take up several 
jobs to meet his economic needs 
should be differentiated from a 
person who is versatile and who is 
asked to reader more technical 
services. Experts and consultants 
who are hired on the basis of their 
expertise belong to such group. 
The quality of them performance 
is usually not judged by the hours 
they spend at work, although 
mental exhaustion can be just as 
harmful as physical exhaustion. In 
this article, as mentioned earlier, 
we are going to exa min e the 
effects of a multi-job si tuation as a 
result of economic pressure as far 
as the average employee or worker 
is concerned. 

Today it is customary in Iran to 
handle several jobs at the same 
time. Many in die workforce are 
in jobs with relatively little 
connection in skill and 
occupational requirements that it 
may be safe to predict serious 
individual, family or national 
consequences as a consequence. A 
survey carried out in Tehran 
shows a considerable percentage 



dial of his family comes from his 
extra job of providing private 
transportation to passengers. 



affected leading to various social 
problems. Society suffers next 
with the effects of broken families 


concentration, energy and 
dedication to work. They come 
home without the feeling to talk to- 
members of their family, let alone 
engage in some playful activity 
with their children or engage in 
intelligent conversation with their 
spouses. When the situation 
becomes routine, it causes an 
irreparable harm to family 
relations and weakens the cultural 
base of society. 

A father who bursts into his 
home late and dead tired from his 
day’s work misses _a chat with his 
kids who may have gone to bed 
already and vice-versa. What is 
more, accidents have been prone 
to happen among workers who 
drive home dead tired from work. 

There are those who rush to’ 
work early hoping to return earlier 
in the night, but because of the 
demands of working in another job 
have to forego the luxury that 
would have been enjoyed if their - 
families bad more of their time. 
Being on the run ail the time not 
only causes physical. and mental 
stress but also deprives the worker 
of the opportunity to develop other 
interests in life. Lacking ihe time 
to develop himself culturally and 
to enjoy life's beauty, he ends up 
disgruntled. People with a heavy 
work schedule respond to the 
responsibilities of life and family 
with less enthusiasm and are likely ■ 
to age prematurely because of 
exhaustion and fatigue- As the 
saying goes, “All work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy. ” More 
important, in an effort to raise 
financial resources, the person 
who takes on two or more jobs 
may be .sacrificing the 
development or upbringing of his 
children. Proper child 
development is an incentive that 
greatly outweighs financial losses. 

What brings us to the crucial 
point 

How can we respond to the 
issue in such a way as to meet the 
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the essential needs of an employee 
could be met with just one job he 
would be discouraged from getting 


transports passengers with his car 
in the afternoon and works night 
shifts at the hospital has no skill in 
the (extra) jobs he does. This 
woulJ only damage such 
individual’s mental health and 
family relations.” 

A person who turns to more 
than one job only to improve his 
earnings is likely not to consider 
the quality of his work. We take 
the same librarian as an example. 
He is in a great hurry to finish his 
first job in the morning to gel to 
the second one — transporting 
passengers, In this job he is 
unlikely to treat his passengers 
properly because of tension and 
mental stress. Then be returns 
hastily to the hospital to labor-on 
his third job. There be is not also 
as useful as he should be because 
of fatigue and improper training. 
Dissatisfied at work, he comes 
home grumpy and finds neither the 
patients in the hospital nor his 
family welcome his presence. 

An authority in the social 
sciences believes that 
multi-employment is related to per 
capita income. When income is 
reduced to half because of high 
prices, a low-salaried employee 
has to cope with more difficulties 
because of his decline in financial 
status. Some succumb to 
anti-social behavior. They turn to 
the commission of crimes such as 
robbery or embezzlement. 

Multi-employment weakens the 

emotional base of the family. Kids 
sometimes have to dispense with 
parental caring and affection 
during their formative years. This 




of government employees taking 
on at least-two, and at most, three 

- occupations. This situation also 
partly, explains the high rate of 

- unemployment that prevails in the 
country. The lack of proper 
budgeting of earnings or allocation 
of expenses of those who have 
single jobs is, in feet, the root of 
the problem. It is a feet that the 
usual tendency of those who have 
individual or family financial 
difficulties is to be a scrooge. It is 
therefore obvious that financial 
need is the main incentive for 
those who hunt for several jobs. 

The reasons for the rise in the 
number of those having more than 
one job in this country has grown 
in recent years. It is to be noted 
that the majority of those who take 
more than one job are l ow-income 
government employees. Inflation, 
high prices, the desire to obtain the 
decent comforts of life such as a 
year, and the need to meet life's 
basic necessities such as food and 
housing are powerful incentives. 
Of course not all the needs of a 
person can ever be met in this life, 
but the rewards to a person who 
takes on more than one job are 
immediate and long-lasting. The 
fulfillment of basic needs always 
take precedence over other 
considerations such as social 
mores. A large number of 
government employees whose 
first-job income does not take care 
of their .necessities simply ignore 
other considerations such as 
family welfare. 

In Tehran it has been observed 
that just a few people live on one 
job. Many professionals even use 
their private cars to transport 
passengers and goods for a foe 
after office hours. Many act as 
middlemen for all sorts of 
transactions. 

One driver was heard to have 
remarked that he uses his entire 
salary for his house rental and 
what he spends for his needs and 


Moreover, he said be has two' kids 
in the university and another one 
in a non-profit school which add to 
his financial burden. Some weeks 
ago the Minister of Education was 
heard to remark that children of 
most government employees study 
in non-profit schools. But 
everybody knows that schooling of 
children is not the major expense 
of most families in this country. 

What really causes people 
here to have more than one job? 

An expert in social sciences 
declares that there is incongruity 
between real and nominal income. 
He says that when a person earns 
30,000 tomans a month the real 
value (measured in terms of 
purchasing power) of this money 
is only 10,000. For this reason he 
has to take on more than one job 
in order to make both ends meet. 
Therefore, he says one way by 
which we can discourage 
individuals from occupying two or 
more jobs is to equalize real and 
"nominal income. 

In addition, certain segments of 
- our society still cling to tradition 
and say that one person, the 
breadwinner, should work while 
other members of the family give 
him the needed support by doing 
household work. The idea is 
wholly desirable but against 
practical realities; it is an accepted 
fact that if each member of the 
family with the capacity to work 
took on a job, a lot of physical and 
mental pressure would be removed 
from traditional breadwinners. 

Consequences 

Experts agree that the very first 
consequence resulting from 
multi-job situations is damage to 
society. Time that should have 
been spent for recreation and 
family get-togetherness is 
sacrificed and the welfare of the 
family suffers. Many divorces 
have resulted from overworked 
families. Family relations are also 


and unwholesome upbringing of 
children. Relations turn sour. 
Each member thinks of himself. In 
the workplace, too, due to 
incompatibility of jobs and too 
much time spent in the workplace 
the individual suffers and his 
relationship with other workers 
strained because of too much 
physical and mental stress. 

Another expert believes that the 
quality of work will decline among 
those in multi-job situations 
because the motivation is simply to 
meet the financial burden. As 
mentioned earlier, another proven 
effect is a slump in the job market. 
When one person holds two jobs 
the effect is that half of the 
qualified workforce for the other 
job would be jobless and would 
then seek other low-paying jobs. 

The manager of a state-run 
company explains, ‘‘Since the 
young generation makes up most 
of our population there is tight 
competition in finding a job. On 
the other hand, experienced 
jobholders do not easily give up 
their jobs. Consequently, the 
youth have to stay jobless.” 

To tackle the problem a 
reasonable balance should be 
struck between income and 
expense. Some Dew jobs should be 
created for the youth and the age 
of retirement should be lowered. 
Some facilities like housing should 
also be considered by the 
government. 

Taking on more than one job 
because of financial need is also 
the result of the financial and 
economic pressure brought to bear 
on working people whose situation 
in life is such that their 
expenditures far exceed their 
incomes. There may he an added 
source of income hut the 
advantages are outweighed by the 
negative cultural, social and 
mental impact caused on the 
family, especially on the kids. If 


a second job and would have more 
free time with his family. 

“Suitable employment helps in 
the development of the nation.” 
says an instructor of the College of 
Psychology at Allameh Tabatabaie 
University. 

"The high rate of joblessness 
endangers the society mentally, in 
much the same way that 
unemployment is blamed as "the 
mother of all evils. ' We must deal 
with unemployment first if we are 
going to build a healthy society.” 

Bach individual is limited in 
various ways and the exercise of 
any profession requires passing a 
special training course. It is then 
obvious that any individual who 
discharges responsibilities calling 
for different skills or capabilities 
may be qualified for one job but 
may not be so for the other jobs. 

Those with more than one job 
are classified into two groups. 
First, those who handle a second 
job relevant to their first job and, 
therefore, are in a position to 
discharge the second job just as 
efficiently as the first By taking 
on the second job they are said to 
be making better use of their free 
time. Secondly, there are also 
those who take on a second job 
calling for skills not in line with 
their first job. The logical 
consequence is that their 
efficiency in their first job, as well 
as in the second, is virtually 
reduced plus the added mental 
pressure that is brought about by a 
second job of which they do not 
have the proper training or skill. 

An academic and a consulting 
psychologist believes in different 
situations calling for multiple 
employment. She says: “A 
psychologist may translate or 
write hooks at home and during the 
night alter a working day in his 
office consulting with patients. He 
leads several jobs and at the same 
time he renders service to society. 

A librarian, however, who 


drives them to live in an imaginary 
world. They create imaginary 
pictures of their parents which 
tend to replace their realistic 
perceptions in life with unrealistic 
ones. By satisfying their kids’ 
financial needs, some parents 
think they can ignore their 
emotional needs. 

According to psychotherapists, 
paying no attention to the 
emotional and psychological needs 
of children can cause them 
various problems in the future. 
The absence of a father at home 
has led kids to commit violence. 
Bolstered by such theories, 
behavioral experts believe parents 
taking on various jobs may 
unintentionally expose their 
children to serious psychological 
problems. 

“My kids treat me as if I am a 
stranger,” says Reza Hosseini, an 
emplyee who has more than one. 
job. “They are always running 
away from me. Besides, they are 
declining educationally,” he adds. 

“Now, 3 or 4 months after I 
have taken on my second job, I 
have become more sensitive and 
nervous,” says Kamal 
• Mirhosseini, another employee. 
“I feel a certain distance from my 
family. I cannot take my family 
out, I cannot attend parties, and I 
cannot..." 

Multi -employment is only one 
of the many drawbacks seen in our 
country these days. To solve it, 
reforms in economic policies and 
changes in behavior patterns at the 
national and family levels should 
be considered. The government, 
for instance, can do much to help 
employees financially by 
providing for housing benefits to 
employees. Measures like this 
would likely discourage 
employees from taking other jobs 
while encouraging them to work 
for efficiency and quality. A 
soc i cty determined to mov e 
forward re^ u; res a contented 
workforce — now! 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
#31, MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


280 sq.m, 4 bedrs , 
fully Jum., 2 American 
Stnd. baths , s/p, pvt. 
garden, reasonable 
price . 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 


The world’s favourite airline 

Vali-Asr Ave. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh St, No 1 Sayeh Building 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 850 850 
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High standing , ^ bedrs , proximity of 
embassies, garden . 


TRAINING 

IN THREE WEEKS FOR ALL 
LEVELS AND COURSES IN 
ENGLISH BY UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR 

2201744 (DD) 





PSO 

PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT P.S.O INTENDS TO TENDER 
THE PURCHASE OF; 25 UNITS OF MOBILE CRANES UP TO 
25 TONS. 

INTERESTED PARTIES ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE 
TENDER DOCUMENTS FROM GROUND FLOOR, SECTION 
OF TECHNICAL & ENGINEERING DEPT., NO. 16, SHAHID 
SAID I ALLEY, BETWEEN NEJATOLLAHI & HAFEZ, 
ENGHELAB AVE., TEHRAN-IRAN. 

AGAINST A RECEIPT OF 50,000 RIALS PAID TO ACC. NO. 
822 WITH CENTRAL BANK OF IRAN TOGETHER WITH A 
FORMAL REPRESENTATION LETTER ALL WORKING DAYS 
FROM 9 TO 11 A.M. BY THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

ALL PROPOSALS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED LATEST BY 10 
AM. LOCAL TIME ON JULY 13, 1997. 

ENVELOPES SHALL BE OPENED IN PRESENCE OF THE 
BIDDERS’ REPRESENTATIVES ONE HOUR LATER ON THE 
SAME DAY. 


PERSIAN 

English, French, Italian, Spanish 

in 3 months 2217161 


LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 


Ta'.i i t ,\».l 
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THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 

FOOD IN TOWN 

No. 3, Abdo Ste, Valiaxr 
Ave. opp. Fatemi. 

Tel: 881 0163 , 890714 




M3& 

KHQRASAH TUBQU0ISE STORE 
Gold, Jewels — H.tssani 
Brothers, No. 115, opposite 
Eogfadab Hotel, TaJcghaoi 
Ave. Tefc C- 105074 



lest Chosen Villa 


Duplex Villa in Shafirak-e Qods 

1800 sqjn lad, 1000 sqm bis. 5bedm. Neff UcfcM, 5s*vfcN,12 
duBer. air coodtion, tawy funuhira; axalant garden, wUt 




8 !MQRGfcPACK 

INTERNATIONAL PACKERS 6 MOVERS 


-.im WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 

TEL: 384 6753 £ 884 S75S FAX: 334 6844 

98 F0RSAT AVE. FER00WSI, SQ., TEHRAN 15816 MR 



Afrooz 
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Tehran Times Service 


month of Muharram is 
always considered by the 
Muslims as a reminder of the epic 
Imam Hussein (AS) and his com- 
panions created in Karbala in year 
of 61 Hijjra. Tins holy month is 
also associated with the memory of 
the beloved and sister of die Imam 


Hazrat Zainab, (AS) and the endur- 
ance and efforts she took in spread- 
ing the message written by die 
blood of the martyr of Karbala. 

Hazrat Zainab' s numerous vir- 
tues and sublime personality re- 
minded one of her mother, the first 
lady of Islam, Hazrat Fatunah 
(AS) (the daughter of the Holy 
Prophet). (SAW). 

However it was not only in the 
realm of virtuousness that she set 


forth an example as a woman, wife 
and mother for all the womanfolk 


but, whenever the time demanded 
for an action, dedication self-sac- 
rifice, patience and endurance, 
this noble lady of Islam crystal- 
lized an ever-lasting prototype and 
a model in berself as well. 

When she felt the time had 
come for her to help the religion 
of God by supporting the cause of 
die Imam of his time, Hazrat Imam 
Hussein (AS), this loving mother 
who nourished the heart of a lion 
in her kind bosom, did not hesitate 
to urge her sons to join the 72-man 
army of the Imam. 

Even after he martyrdom of 
Hazrat Imam Hussin (AS), instead 
of confining herself to mourning 
of the martyrdom of the heroes of 
Karbala, die launched an immense 
campaign aiming a i unmasking the 
corrupt regime and revealing its 
anti-Islamic nature to the masses 
who had been victimized by the 
misleading propaganda of that 
government 

It is right that it was in Karbala 
where the gleaming qualities of 
her personality were displayed 
most, but she had been since her 
childhood a target of the waves of 
sadness and hardships. 

She was not older than seven 
when her beloved mother, Hazrat 
Fatunah (AS) passed away leaving 
her behind with the great respon- 
sibility of motheing her younger 
brothers and sisters at that tender 


age. 

This however, was the first, but 
not the last in the series of such 
devastating blows on her young 
soul. In later years, she experi- 
enced another tragedy when her 
father, the first Imam, Hazrat Ali 
ibn Abi-talib, (AS) was martyred 
in the niche of Kufah Mosque in 
the year of 40 Hijjra. Another 
great scar was yet to come on her 
of the martyrdom of her brother, 
Hazrat Imam Hasan (AS), the sec- 
ond Imam. This background 
shows that this noble from the 
Household of the Holy Prophet of ■“ 
Islam, was not a stranger to pain, 
suffering and endurance. In fact, 
her noble soul bad experienced 
such pains, each of which could 
easily. knock off any ordinary 
souls. Probably she underwent all 
these sufferings just to play her 
historical role in the epic of Kar- 
bala. 

History bears witness that she 
did not hesitate for a single mo- 
ment in joining the (caravan) of 
Imam Hussein (AS) when she 



heard her brother was moving off 
Kufah. Leaving behind her house, ^ 
she also urged two young sons to 
join the caravan at once. 

The Imam’s convoy confonted 
the army of Yazid in the desert of 
Karbala, a wilderness burning un- 
der the glowing sun and where the 
access of the Imam and his caravan 
was blocked to the Eupherates 
River. The thirst overtook the 
young children and infants among 
the caravan and only God knows 
what pains foe kind heart of Zainab 
bore while listening the sad cries 
of the thirsty children dying for 
water. 

When the battle started between 
this 72-man army defending piety 
and truthfulness and an army the 
number of which figured at 50,000 
or so, it was Zainab who put on 
the combat uniforms on her young 
sons and witnessed their martyr- 
dom in defending the religion of 
God with so much patience and 
endurance that can never be put on 
die paper. How can any writer pen 
down the emotions and feelings of 
a woman who observed her be- 
loved sons cut to pieces by die 
most ruthless and base enemy? 

She showed no sign of weak- 
ness nor did she relfect die slighest 
ripple of grief on her face upon 
seeing such an unhearble scene. 
Her faith in God and the super- 
strong will she had, were enough 


sons. 

After the martyrdom of Im a m 
who was the last among the men 
of the caravan (except his son, the 
4th Imam, Ali ibn Hussein who 
was sick at the time) shameless 
forces of Yazid attacked the tents 
at the Imam’s camp and ransacked 
them in such a barbaric way that 
according to narrations, they cut 
the ears of little girls for the sake 
of ear rings and finally set the 
Mmp ablaze. 

White women and the children 
ran for shelter hopelessly in vari- 
ous directions and the brutal army 
of Yazid was busy shamelessly 
r ansa cking in jubilation a camp, 
whose pious defenders had fallen 
with slaughtered bodies here and 
there on the hot desert sands of 
Karbala, it was only Zainab wbo 
gathered the children and women 
and asked them to overcome their 
fear and emotions lest the unscru- 
pulous enemy consider it a sign of 
weakness in the Imam’s camp. 

The caravan, however, ooce 
again started for Kufah but this 
time with heads of the most noble 
men of history atop spears and 
with the family members of Imam 
Hussein (AS) and his relatives as 
“captives.” 

The city of Kufah, under pres- 
sures of the conipt rulers and the 
false propaganda of the regime, 
had prepared itself to actually cele- 


by uprising against the Caliph, 
they saw a group of noble women 
and children with the young and 
sick son of the lmam T Hazrat Ah 
ibn Hussein (AS) (the fourth 
Imam) who had been taken cap- 
tives and forced to travel the long 
journey under the burning sun on 
the back of camel's with no sad- 
dles and in the most unpleasant 
way. 

Upon the sight of foe “Caravan 
of the ’’captives", foe jubilation of 
foe people who had come to cele- 
berate foe “Great victory” sud- 
denly died down. Amidst foe 
lingering silence, a murmur was 
heard,” “O God woe unto us these 
are not apostates; but captives 
from foe household of foe Holy 
Prophet and this is his grand 
daughter, Zainab.* The murmur 
spread around and an atmosphere 
of shame and sadness overtook the 
people. In a matter of few minutes 
a feeling of guilt caused foe audi- 
ence to burst into tears and lamen- 
tation. 

Suddenly a foundering voice 
boomeranged and travelled across 
the centuries to tell foe story of 
Karbala and the epic of a woman 
who brought the enemy to his 
knees and established the victory 
of the faith and religion, although 
outwardly defeated. 

“O you people of Kufah,” 
Zainab’s pious voice said “Are 


fly you brought shame and dis- 
grace upon yourself by such an act 
of betrayal. What a huge load of 
sin and guilt you are carrying on 
your backs. But God, you shall cry 
more and will have no laughter 
because of what you did.” 

People especially foe women of 
Kufah flocked around foe camel 
carrying Zainab and cried: 4 ‘Woe 
upon us for what we did to the 
(grand) daughter of tire Messenger 
of God? O, Zainab, forgive us; we 
did not know about the guilt of our 
husbands and we are ashamed of 
what they did. 

The turmoil was spreading eve- 
rywhere and foe situation forced 
foe enemy to move foe caravan 
toward foe capital of Yazid, Da- 
mascus. The Housbold of Imam 
Hussein (AS) and Zainab (AS) ar- 
rived in Yazid’s court where cor- 
rupt Caliph was on his throne 
among a group of his generals and 
foreign guests who had been in- 
vited to celeberate foe “victory”. 
According to foe narrations foe 
Holy head of Imam Hussein (AS) 
was laid cm a tray before Yazid. 
But his jubilation and celeberation 
all ended when foe «me voice that 
had disturbed Kufah, sent shatter- 
ing effects on foe court. Her elo- 
quent and strong speech appealed 
to foe audience in such a way that 
even foe wives of Yazid who were 
sitting behind a curtain, burst into 



to help her overcome her feelings. 
If she ever showed any sign of 
sadness or shed any drop of tear, 
history reveals it was over foe 
martyrdom of her brother Imam, 
Hazrat Hussein. (AS), and his 


berate this “great victory of foe 
Caliph against a group of apos- 
tates”. 

But instead of apostates who as 
Yazid’s regime claimed, had tram- 
pled upon the divine laws of Islam 


you now crying? May your tears 
never stop and your moaning 
never cease! Were you not the 
ones who invited my brother to 
your city but later withdrew your 
support of his rightful cause? Ver- 


tears and cursed the cruel and cor- 
rupt Caliph in front of foe Court. 

“O, Yazid", said foe daughter 
of Hazrat Ali (AS), Zainab (AS), 
“Open your ears and listen to what 
Allah Almighty says in foe Qoran: 




-,4 






’’And la not foe unbelievers s«p- 
pose that foe indulgence (short res- 
pite) we grant them » better for 
them; we grant them fobibdai- 
gence only that they may increase 
in sin and verily there awaits them 
a painful Chastismeat for them 
(3:178). 

O, you foe grand ana Abe 
Safyan! are you sot ashamed of 
what you did to foe Household of 
foe Messenger of God?. You tram- 
pled upon foe sanctity of our 
cleansed Household rad posed hs 
women and children to foe sigbtof 
the public as “captives” while 
your own HARIM (women) is 
protected. Are you now proud of 
foe “Victory” you have gamed? 

Do yon think that if we are now 
here as “Captives” and you as 
“Victor”, it means that you are 
dear to God? Woe be upon yon! 

How insane you are to be glad of 
foe most obscene act you have 
perpetrated. . . 

The slam bodies of ora martyrs 

will again be put together on foe 
Day* of Judgement to bear testi- 
mony a gain?* you. Beware not to 
take any iMig ht in fois superficial 
victory. On foe Day of Resurrec- 
tion yon shall face foe Messenger 
of God and tire Most Sublime and 
Just Arbitrator shall judge your 
case. It is on that day that you will 
see who shall dwell in glory and 
be showered wife the bounties and 
graces of God Almighty and who 
will end in foe most painful pun- 
ishment." 

These words reaching us from 
beyond tire curtain of ova 13 cen- 
turies still reflect tire unique and 
praiseworthy personality of foe Li- 
oness. of Karhala, Hazrat Zainab 
(AS). The enternal victory of this 
“cleansed Household "can well be 

felt in these words delivered at tbe 

peak of eloquence and bravery in 
the court of one of foe most corrupt 
and cruel ruins of history. 

These words rooted in tire faith 
Zainab (AS) had in tire truthful- 
ness of tire cause of her Imam and 
brother Hazrat Hussein (AS) ech- 
oed throughout the Mamin. world 
and awakened tbe sleeping con- 
science of the people. 

Were it not for the sake of such 
speeches that Hazrat Zainab (AS) 

' made here and there, in which she 
delivered the message of tire op- 
pressed Martyrs of Karbala, tire 
cause of truth and piety would 
have been pushed into oblivion 
through the propaganda, of foe cor- 
rupt-regime of Yazid and no trace 
of tire exalted and subliiire values 
of Islam would be left thus today. 

This brave messenger of -Imam 
Hussein's revolution, history re- 
veals, fulfilled her divine respon- 
sibility in foe most competent way. 

The way die unveiled the anti-Is - 
Lamic and and human regime of 

Yazid right in his court.and when 
he was supposed to be the/Victor* 
and she “a captive” telly uiof foe 
unique personality, that she was y /«? . < 
how can, an ordinary pen ^ V. 1 
tongu talk of what Zainab (AS/ , *v 
did. It was die who was foe real ^ 
victor even at-the time when fo® 
short-sighted . people - and tb® 5 * = 
given to the world and its empte' , 
meral affairs thought her to ^ . 

defeated. 
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TEHRAN — Modi has been told 
" < *j> ... ami written on the Iranian art 
' Lj ' works, especially painting, by the 

*“ «-fc: Iranian and "world analysts and 

*•• -•,-.7'^ critics. Yet, the secrets of Iranian 
r -v .. art still Temaia undiscovered. 
•, .y* Close scrutiny isneeded to explore 
•■• - the hidden mysteries of a piece of 

J ' ZtZl art, though scone works are ex- 
•. y pressive themselves and needless 
4.- jr.. of any kind of explanation or 

; . analysis. Many such works have 

■ X been recorded in the pages of his- 

1 tory* 

. . ‘ ’<< One such everlasting work in 

the history of Iranian art is “Die 
Eve of Ashura'* t created on canvas 
1 ^ by fee Iranian creative artist and 
holder of the Top .Mode] of Ait, 
Master Mahmoud Farshchian. 

- '=■< :■£ ■ ' Master Farshchian, had ere- 
v. Vr- ate *l «*ly ‘^ te ofAshura, and 
• • j not tens of other works daring his 

/■ b< ~ life time, again his name would 
k . ^ j have been recorded among the top 

.... artists in the history of Iranian art 
and culture, as is today . 

- ... The work deserved to be 

granted to the holy shrine of imam 
' * 's 5 Reza (AS) by the artist himself. 
]“ ri ; s As far as fee writer of these' 
r . lines is aware, tins is the first 
7*7^* comprehensive analysis published 
on The Eve of Ashura — though 

- jjjg wor j- itgeif j 8 expressive 
enough.^ 

Phan sketches of the brim of the 
f •* work associate loneliness. Also 
hot mid-day ofAshura is skilfully 
L ‘ created by the M”fi and wilting 
•^cc Q f cheerful flowers, clad in the 
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mist of sorrow. Mahmoud Farshchian, The Evening of Ashura, 1981 

TheTiorse’s bending head pic- the work. The Eve cf Ashura. 

tures both respect to the survivors The rotary state of fee work and fe the whole work, there is only 

and guides the viewers' eyes to its curved lines touching one an- one eye (horse’s) s h edd in g tears 

slip from the edges to fee body of other doubles the composition of for fee dead, an eye witness to fee 


mar tyrdom of Imam HllSSein ibn 
Ali. 

Also deep exhaustion, anxiety 
and fear, are shown very well on 
the horse: fee way fee animal 


stands on one foot and its dishev- 
eled mane, as most animals do in 
the same occasions; or a tail held 
tight between the legs which 
shows fee fear-stricken animal. 

Likewise the empty quiver, the 
swordless sheath, and the sagging 
saddle on the ground signify a sor- 
rowful atmosphere. 

One of a women's wear pair of 
shoe on the ground, at the bottom 
of the woik, says its owner has 
walked helplessly for miles and 
miles on fee hot sand of Neinava. 
Dream interpreters say, taking off 
the shoe is a sign of separation. 

The shelterless kids who des- 
perately grasp hard the horse's 
feet, emphasize fee lamentable at- 
mosphere and shattering of the ele- 
ments. especially where fee sketch 
of body is divided in two parts by 
the vertical line of the horse's 
hand. 

The dusty simple tent indicates 
a derelict shelter. 

The rotary state of rein with fee 
horse's neck, the curvature of 
swordless sheath and its up-side- 
down design direct fee viewers to 
a lady trying hard to keep her feet 
from shivering in the midst of all 
the calamities and the heartbreak- 
ing situation- Her pale bands and 
twisted fingers lament in silence of 
the oppression, melancholy and 
pain. 

According to the traditions the 
doves sitting on fee saddle, bathe 
in iwiam Hussein's blessed blood 
to be fee messengers of Ashura. 
Uprising, till the seas gang dry and 
rocks melt in the sun. 
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By Yusufali G. Dharsi (Dares 
Salaam) 

An elegy is literally a lament or 
dirge (marfeiyah) written to 
commemorate the death of some 
person or persons. The practice 
of writing elegies in lamentation 
of the departed dear ernes is a 
universal one. In fee early period 
of Islamic conquest of Iran, ele- 
gies were composed and are to he 
found in fee works of Rudald, 
Mas’ud Said Salman, Nidhami, 
Kisaj of Merv and others. But 
elegies concerning fee martyr- 
dom of Imam Hossein (A.S.) 
wife which we are mainly con- 
cerned, were in the pre-Safkrid 
period, by far and large, insig- 
nificant; It was the patronage by 
the Safavid kings that gave to 
contemporary poets the i m pe t us 
of elegizing the martyr ology of 
Imam Hossein (A.S.). 

During the Safavid period 
there were numerous poets who 
extorted their talents in com- 
memorating the virtues and suf- 
fering of Imam Hossein but of 
these the most eminent was Muh- 
tasham of Kashan (d. 1568) who 
flourished in the reign of 
Tahmasp I (1524 —1576). In fee 
heyday of his youth, Muhtasham 
applied his poetical skill to turn- 
ing out erotic verse, but, in later 
life, like some others. Baba 
raghani for instance, he had a 
change of heart and set himself 


entirely to devote his talents to the 
service • of religion- This, curi- 
ously enough, came about by the 
rebuff meted out to him by Shah 
Tahmasp I who, however, in- his 
early hfb had patronised panegy- 
rists and not ony cultivated but 
also enjoyed their society. In his 
Later years, however, he grew 
pious and became very deferen- 
tial to. the Ulema. Thus when 
Muhtasham, as was his wont, 
sent him two fine panegyrics, one 
in the king's praise and the other 
in praise of the Princess Pan- 
Khaniim , they were rejected and, 
according to Dr. 'Abdullah Razx, 
“the poet was advised not to com- 
pose such poetry and more but to 
use hfe skill in turning out marathi 
(ferenoids or elegies) concerning 
the sufferings of the frninaculate 
Imams’ ^1). Thereupon, Muhtsa- 
sham composed his celebrated 
haft-band or poem of seven-verse 
strophes. The poem in twelve 
strophes, commemorates the 
martyrdom of Imam Hossein. 
This received instant royal recog- 
nition .and achieved immense 
popularity. 

The Dream 
of Muhtasham 

However, Muhammad Hassan 
•Dmi in his anthology of marafei 
attributes fee success achieved by 
Muhtasham to Ami nil Mu’tni- 
neen. ‘Ali ibn AM Talib who, on 


certain occasions, helped him in 
perfecting his elegiac composi- 
tions. The dream related by Muh- 
tasham hims elf rims feus; “When 
I bad composed fee fifth strophe 
(of the Elegy) I stopped after 
writing fee following stanza: 

(Mistaken imagination fancied 


I replied that having composed 
the above stanza I had come to a 
dead end and nothing would oc- 
cur to me to finish iL He told me 
to recite the following: 

(Far although the Essence of 
fee All-glorious is exempt from 
vexation. He dwells in the heart. 



riiat this dust (which had arisen, 
when The head of Imam Hossein 
fell on fee ground and the breeze 
carrying it to Medina went up to 

the seventh heaven) had even 
reached the skirts of the Creator’s 
glory). The text feus remained 
incomplete. At night I saw Maw- 
la! Mawaali Hazrat ‘Ali iben Abi 
Talib in a dream who asked me 
why I had not proceeded further. 


and no heart remains un- 
vexed)"(2) 

Muhtasham ’s Elegy 
Muhtasham’s Elegy portrays 
sentiments of lament so forcibly 
that the reader cannot but fee! the 
pangs of grief when the scene of 
blood and death is visualized by 

him. It also evokes intense sym- 
pathy for fee fallen hero of Kar- 


bala. The sense of grief is 
heightened when, in the eighth 
strophe, Fatima Zahra appears 
and is described giving vent to 
lamentation on seeing the de- 
capitated blood-dripping bead of 
Hossein. Pointing out to her fa- 
ther, the Holy Prophet, she wails 
is a chill yin g note, saying: “This 
is Hossein!" When fee scene 
flashes before the mind its impact 
on one can be more imagined than 
described. 

Whilst discussing Thomas 
Gray’s Elegy (Written in a 
Country Churchyard) which, in- 
cidentally, is one of the most per- 
fect and widely known poems in 
the English language. Sir Ifor 
Evans quotes the following 
jnemorable words of the cele- 
brated Dr. Johnson in apprecia- 
tion of the poem: "The 
‘churchyard’ (Elegy) abounds 
with images which find a mirror 
in every mind and with senti- 
ments to which eveiy bosom must 
return an echo.’’ I believe this 
judgment on Gray’s elegy is more 
than true of Muhtasbam's, Indeed 
while fee latter commemorates 
fee unique martyrdom of Imam 
Hossein, the former was written 
about no one is particular. 

Zebra Iqba! (Namdar) in oer 
paper on Elegy in the Qsjar Pe- 
riod writes: “There is nc- doubt 
tha: with Mawians Muhtasham of 


Kashan and his twelve-stanza el- 
egy (tarkib-band) the art of elegy 

reached its highest point op to the 
Safavid period. In fee Drwan of 
Muhtasham there is another ode 
in memory of Imam Hossein and 
there are some other eulogies; but 
non is on a par with his elegy. 

This poem achieved a fame and 
popularity upon its publication 
that no other elegy has ever at- 
tained to fee present day, nor 
perhaps ever will. It remains one 
of the masterpieces of Persian 
literature. Even now in decorat- 
ing halls for Passion plays (ta’az- 
iyah) and fee assemblies of high 
mourning, its verses are inscribed 
vertically on hangings attached to 
fee pillars and horizontally under 
the ceiling, and even on the 
walls. There is virtually no as- 
sembly of significance unadorned 
by such quotations.’ (4) 

It was natural for the poets 
after Muhtasham to follow in his 
footsteps and produce their ele- 
gies similar to the one by Muh- 
tasham just as there has been a 
host of imitators of firdawsi's 
Shah-Nameh end Sa'di's Gulislan 
without, however, achieving 
much success. Muhtesham's 
classical Elegy has remained in- 
imitable and none of fee elegies 
composed after his has attained 
■ha! peak of £ame which Muh- 
tesham’s did. 
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Tehran Times Service 
AFTER the martyrdom of I m a m 
AH (AS) the aggressive action — 
which Moaviyah a c unning man 
who was in pursuit of his selfidi 
ends, had under taken during 
Imam Ali's caliphate — still con- 
tinued. 

Though Moaviyah left no stone 
unturned to materialize his 
ignominious plots, yet he failed to 
achieve his objectives due to a 
rising popular tendency towards 
Islam. Determined to cany out his 
plots, Moaviyah resorted to 
numerous satanic ruses and by 
taking advantage of people's 
religious sentiments be distorted 
Islamic values and to some extent 
managed to stabilize his caliphate. 

It was the very hypocritical 
policies of Moaviyah which 
misled the people of Sham (Syria) 
to die extent that they were unable 
to rKstingiriA between the truth 
and falsehood. 

At die same time, die people of 
Kufa who were (Imam) Ali (AS)’s 
followers had submitted 
themselves to the prevailing 
conditions which deterred them 
from taking any measure against 
the ruling regime. In such 
circumstances, there were, 
however a few committed 
Muslims who appealed to Imam 
Hussein (AS) to rise against 
Moaviyah in order to put an end to 
his depraved regime. Like his 
brother Imam Hassan (AS) who, 
for the sake of Islam, had 
reluctantly made peace with 
Moaviyah, Imam Hussein *AS> 
also did not revolt during ur 
caliphate of Moaviyah and called 
on his followers to be patient until 
the right time came. 

Apart from the prevailing 
political situation which hindered 
Imam Hussein (AS) from rising 
against Moaviyah, people had also 
got tired of war and preferred to 
continue their deadly silence in die 
face of the increasing pressure 
exerted on them. Though the most 
fervent among the Shi’ites 
including Hojr ibn Adi, could no 
longer remain silent and set out 
raising voice against the ruling 
regime, they were either martyred 
or the ” - uprising was nipped in the 
bud without any fruitful results. 

Under such circumstances, 
Tfmam Hussein (AS) was left alone 
in his struggle against the tyranny 
of the ruling regime. The people 
did not exhibit any wil l in gnes s for 
a war against Moaviyah and at the 
«nn» time they could not tolerate 
the oppression committed by the 
fiani Ummayids. 

Imam Hussein (AS) was greatly 
concerned over the distressing 
condition which could certainly 
lead to the restoration of the 
Jahelliyah (Ignorance) period. He 
witnessed how Muslims were 
subjected to the opressions of die 
ruling regime. He deplored die 
fact that Shiites (followers) of 
Imam Ali (AS) had submitted 
themselves to the usurpers at the 
cost of their dignity and honor. He 
was completely aware that 
Moaviyah sacrificed Islam in 
favor of his heinous plans with the 
help of treacherous traditionists 
who supported him by fabricating 
false narrations. Imam Hussein 
(AS) was greatly ilked to see that 
the creeping policy adopted by 
Moaviyah was being enforced to 
compel people to forget Islamic 
values and return to Arab 
nationalism. 

Though Imam Hussein (AS) 
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did not consider the condition to 
be ripe for a revolt, yet he spared 
no effort to enlighten the people 
through his preaches The more he 
tried to awaken people against the 
ruling regime the less success he 
gained, since his preaches had the 
least effect on the peole who had 
submitted themselves to the 
suppressive regime of Moaviyah. 


the throne of Damascus, he or- 
dered the governor of Medina, Al- 
Walid ibn Utbah, to exact 
allegiance from Hussein and other 
opposition leaders, and to behead 
anyone refraining from taking on 
oath of allegiance to YazidL 

Walid invited imam Hussein 
(AS) to his residence. Imam who 
had learned of Moaviyah’s death, 


for an upheaval as follows: 

“The idea behind my call for 
an upheaval against the ruling re- 
gime is beyond any personal am- 
bition as my chief pursuit is to save 
Muslim Ummah from going 
astray. By this move I intend to 
follow the practice of Prophet Mo- 
hammad (S) and Imam Ali (AS). 

Then every one has the option 


luge numbers of Muslim Hajjis 
(pilgrims) from vrious parts, 
imam Hussein (AS) emigrated to 
Mecca. People who learned of 
Imam's Hejrah (emigration) 
greeted him warmly and pledged 
their support for him. Imam 
Hussein (AS) seized the opportu- 
nity to preach and let the people 
knowof the ailing political sitn- 



He was. then convinced tbat there 
remained no alternative but to rise 
against the corrupt ruling caliph 
even at the cost of his own life. 

POUTICAL SITUATION 
AFTER THE DEATH OF 
MOAVIYAH 

Moaviyah whose days were 
numbered, did his utmost to force 
T irymi Hussein (AS) to take an oath 
of allegiance to Yazid, or at least 
make him keep silent, in the face 
of Yazid’s corrupt regime. For he 
had ascertained that Imam Hussein 
(AS) would not eater into a war 
against him under die imposed cir- 
cumstances, but would surely en- 
tice people against Yazid after his 
death. Historians have narrated 
controversies between Imam 
Hussein (AS) and Moaviyah in nu- 
merous cases. One such dispute 
can be clearly seen in the follow- 
ing letter: 

“Your letter implies that you 
try to introduce Yazid as a perfect 
man capable of ruling over Mo- 
hammad's Ummah. You intend to 
deceive people by instilling doubt 
in them. It appears that you are 
trying to introduce an unknown 
man whose personality is known 
only to you, though Yazid’s be- 
havior suffices to reveal his devil 
picture. And you had better go 
after your own business of playing 
with dogs, and quenching your 
carnal desires by drinking, singing 
and dancing than trying to intro- 
duce him". However Moaviyah 
died and Yazid who, according to 
Imam Hussein (AS) was a devil 
incarnate, ascended the throne. 
Now that Moaviyah was dead, the 
condition was ripe to struggle and 
rise against Yazid. Yazid's evil 
life and his irreligious practices 
greatly contributed to speed up the 
trend of the revolution. 

IN MEDINA 

The moment Yazid ascended 


was aware of the idea behind 
Walid’ s invitation. To avert any 
probable threat, he took a number 
of his loyal followers with him to 
support him if necesary. Walid pul 
forward Yazid's order with Imam 
Hussein (AS) but Imam retorted: 

“A person like me does not 
take an oath of allegiance in pri- 
vate and my secret allegiance will 
also not be deemed sufficient. 
When you invite the people en- 
masse for allegiance also call me*. 

Walid who seemed not to have 
been satisfied with Imam's re- 
sponse insisted on Imam's alle- 
giance to Yazid. Imam once again 
retorted: 

“O governor, we are descen- 
dants of the house-holds of revela- 
tion... Yazid is a drunkard and 
depraved person, with whom I will 
never unite in allegiance. How- 
ever, the passage of time will 
prove who deserves allegiance". 

With tins outright statement. 
Imam Hussein (AS) dashed any 
hopes for compromise. He not 
only warned them that peace with 
a depraved person was meaning- 
less, but also taught them and the 
later generations a lesson of free- 
dom and stead-fastness. He taught 
fee world that a free and faithful 
man should never submit himself 
to a usurper, but should instead 
continue struggle unti final vic- 
tory. By this announcement Imam 
Hussein (AS) declared his uncom- 
promising stance to Yazid and his 
supporters as the first step towards 
an open revolt against the ruling 
regime. 

IMAM HUSSEIN'S CALL 

Imam Hussein (AS) proclaimed 
his call for an open revolt against 
the corrupt ruling regime. 
Through his letters, messages, 
preaches and meetings be called on 
the public to rise against the de- 
praved regime of Yazid. He ex- 
pressed the motive behind the need 


of cither accepting my call and 
being blessed by Allah or refusing 
it and receiving the wrath of Al- 
lah’. 

Imam Hussein (AS) wrote this 
message in a letter to his brother 
Mohammad ibn Hanafiyah in or- 
der to let people know of the main 
idea behind his call for an open 
revolt which was but to the best 
interests of the Muslim Ummah. 
He urged the public to rise in order 
to revive the social and cultural 
values of Islam. With this in mind 
he called on all the believers to 
support him in the cause of Islam 
and Qoran. Imam Hussein (AS) 
did not mind even if all the people 
opposed him. He was assigned by 
God to combat against tyranny and 
there was no other course open to 
him but to fulfil his divine duties. 

According to die Holy Qoran 
Almighty Allah commands His 
Messenger to say T preach only 
one tiring to you that you stand up 
in pairs or singly for God; then 
consider there is no madness in 
your companion’. 

In this verse, God urges the 
faithfuls to revolt against tyrants in 
groups in order to accelerate the 
final victory. If it cannot be af- 
forded, the faithf uls should rise 
without the help of others for an 
individual can by himself consti- 
tute the foundation of an Ummah. 

Thus scarcity in numbers car 
lack of support should not deter 
erne who is firm in his decision 
from rising against corruption and 
tyranny, in the cause of Allah. 
God will also bestow his blessings 
on those believers who are mar- 
tyred in His cause. 

After his call in Medina, Imam 
Hussein (AS) departed for Mecca 
in a bid to urge the public for a 
divine revolution against all ves- 
tiges of corruption. 

IN MECCA 

In late Rajab when Mecca hosts 


atiou. He told them that a tragic 
situation was awaiting them unless 
they rise against dw ruling regime. 

'Imam’s arrival to Mecca 
caused great controversies among 
people in mecca. People of Mecca 
and pilgrims from other regions 
who had heard of Imam Hussein's 
intention expressed their deep ha- 
tred towards Yazid and his clique. 

In his “Al-Badaya wa AI-Na- 
hayah" Ibn Katirir says, “Imam 
Hussein ' (AS) emigrated from 
Medina to Mecca where people 
listened to his sermon rad spread 
his message to other places. 

Yazid, who was extremely 
frightened of the situation in 
Mecca, called his advisors. In a 
private meeting with them, Yazid 
decided to kill Imam Hussein (AS) 
even if he was to take sanctuary in 
Kasha. Imam Hussein (AS) who 
had learned of Yazid's malicious 
plot, decided to leave Mecca in 
order to keep the sanctity of Kaaba 
on one hand and on the other to 
give a fresh momentum to the pace 
of revolution. 

One day before his departure, 
he called all the pilgrims to warn 
A«n against the riling situation. 
In fins gathering he preached a 
historical sermon in which after 
advising people to virtue and pi- 
ety, he said that he was determined 
to leave Mecca to stage a crusade 
against the ruling regime. 

“O people! do not hesitate to 
accompany us if anyone of you is 
ready to sacrifice himself in the 
cause of Allah, because if God 
willing, I would leave cause of 
Allah, because if God wills, I 
would leave here tomorrow". 

Thus, on Yowm-al-Tarwiyah 
(eighth day of Zilhaj, when pU- 
grons prepare themselves for Hajj 
rituals). Imam changes the Hajj 
rites to an individual Umrah and 

leaves Mecca for Iraq. 
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IN KUFA 

There are several evidences in- 
troducing Kufa to fae the most 
proper place for an open revolt 
■gainst Yazid and his clique; be- 
cause, the ns^ority of SEa'ites live 
there and Imam's followers who 
have tolerated the deplorable abl- 
ation since the time of Moaviyah 
warmly welcome Imam’s inten- 
tion for an uprising against Yaad 
and Seemingly, they are prepared 
to n^ipoftlnB. 

The chieftains e ach sepa rately 
write tolmamHrisaemmpsghim 
to emigrate to Kufa as fee food 
point of Shrikes and a proper place 
for struggling against tyrants to 
a dmini ster justice. 

Apart from the chieftains. 
Imam’s loyal followers also write 
to him appealing to save them 
from tiie injustice inflicted an 
them. 

“O Imam Hussein! people are 

znqMtieatiy.awaitingyouand have 

nothing to do bat follow jour de- 
ririoa, burry to Knfa. 

O Tm«m Hussein! tima is ripe, 
trees have given finals and it is 
highthna to harvest the fruits. If 
you are inclined to revolt, do not 
hesitate to join ns since a powerful 
army is ready to support you in foe 
fight 

DEATH IN HONOR IS 
FAR MORE 
PREFERABLE THAN 
LIVING IN 
HUMILIATION 

Not only Shi’ites, but also the 

leaders of Khavaarej (those 
who brake their oath of allegiance 
to Imam Ali (AS)) and other 
groups wrote letters to Imam say- 
ing “Time is ripe for an upheaval 
and we are all ready to sacrifice 
ourselves in your cause, and tints 
powerful army is ready to wel- 
come your arrival”. 

Then why (fid the Kufi an s firil 
to abide by their promises? Whit 
happened to the alleged powerful 
army which was supposed to sup- 
port Imam Hussein in his revolt 
against Yazid? Why did they rise 
against the Tmm rather than sup- 
port him? 

According to some historical 
evidences, a number of loyal dis- 
ciples of Imam Hussein (AS) were 
martyred before die arrival of 
Tmam to Kufa in the course of 
Muslim ibn Aqfl’s upheaval- On 
the other band, Yazid appointed . 
one of his most depraved men, 
Obeidollah, as the governor of j 
Knfa to mercilessly suppress 
Shi ’lies of the Imam and silence 
any freedom-seeking voice. At the 
same time there were some people 
who had abaoctoned their religi 008 
belief for pers o nal ambitions and 
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In fact, they traded religonft* 
their carnal desires. Amid the peo- 
pie of Kufa there were only * f 0 * 
devotees who sacrificed their live* 
in the cause 
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human generation. \ t ^ 

ON THE ROAD TO 
KARBALA 

Despite all threats. Imam ^ * 
parted from Kufa to 

enthusiastic and fervent c*D of ^ . 

followers who had 


support him in his row** -e~. v ^ •- < 
the ruling regime and JibW*® ^ ^ 

Muslims from the tytvxadcs of \ 
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usurpers. Mmlini accompanying 
the Canvan of Tn»nm Hussein 
(AS) \unnre of the tragic events 
destined for it were allhopefol of 
its victorious. - 

It was generally believed that 
the people of Kufe would rise in 
support of Imam Horan (AS) to 
overthrow the depraved regime of 
YazkL They were unaware of die 
plots handled by the enemies of 
Iriaiq to c on front Twmw Hpubbcti 
(AS) and his disciples in order to 
hinder the sweeping spread of Is- 
lamic values by tiffing die Master 
of Martyrs. 

On his way to Knfa, ham sees 
a member of Bani Assad asking 
him about the conditions in Knft. 

He says die people of Kufe are 
wholeheartedly devoted to ns; 
however, power and swords are in 
die hands of Bam Ummayids. Ip- 
stead of being ducooragad, Imam 
sends Qais fin Mosahhar Sakbyi 
wife a letter to pronounce Imam’s 
ftul statement. 

Qais is arrested by Ibn Ziyad*s 
mercenaries and put to severe tor- 
ture to confess die message of 
Imam ** letter. Qais has, therefore, 
to tear iq> Imam’s letter and swal- 
low the pieces. 

Ibn. Ziyad ados lam: 

“Who are you? 

— I am a Shi’ite (follower) of 
Imam AIL 

— Why did you tear 19 die 
letter? 

— To keep the secret written in 
it. 

— What was written in the let- 
ter? -It was written by Imam 
Hussein to a group ofKufe people 
whose names I do not know. 

— I wiH not release you unless 
yon disclose their names or you 
to wn'll i«te and imaritTmam Hus s ain 
and his father in public. 

— As to your first demand I 
will never disclose their names, 
but I am ready to meet yoor second 
. demand. 

Q*5s appears in public. While, 
everybody’s attention is focused 
on him, he voices out: . 

"CM people, Hussein is die too. 
.of AH as one of the best servants 
of God. His mother is Fatemah, 
the d«igM«r of Mohammad (S). I 
am his messenger coming to you. 
I warn you that ObetdoUah, the 
son of Ziyad is a liar. Damn him 
and his father.” 

Once Qais is through, he is 
martyred by Yazid mercena ri es 
who could not tolerate his ou tri g ht 
nihjflpMnca to Imam. 

Shortly afterwards. Imam 
learns of die martyrdom of Mus- 
lim ibn AqB, Hmt ibn Qrvah and 
AbdoUah ihnYaqtar. Imam who 
tries to patiently tolerate the tragic 
martyrdom of his best and loyal 
disciples add r esses his compan- 
ions." 

“I heard of die martyrdom of 


three of my best suppor ter s. Our 
Shi’ites failed to support ns. Now 
any one of you is free to leave 
without any healarion.” 

By saying this he, in fact, 
warned those who were after 
worldly desires insinuating that 
only martyrdom was awaiting 
them. 

“Then anyone who is seeking 
martyrdom can accompany ns in 
the cause of Allah and seek- 
ing carnal enjoyment can leave 
ns.** 


KARBALA 

On the second day of Mobar- 
ntm, die Caravan of die Master of 
Martyrs arrives in Karbala. On his 
arrival in Karbala, he once * gg«* 
preaches to people and reveals out- 
right the motive behind his upris- 
ing: 

“Don't you see how truth is 
trampled and injustice is not pro- 
hibited. Then it is incumbent an 
die faithful to hasten towards his 
God in such circumstances, pre- 
ferring death to living with the 
oppressors.!* 

At this juncture. Imam Hussein 
(AS) reiterates tint the main ob- 
jective behind Hfe is but dignity 
and honor and that he has come to 
Karbala to preserve their dignity 
and honor through ail open revolt 
against the oppressors. Man 
should always endeavour to pre- 
serve his dignity not submitting to 
oppression; otherwise, living 
without such pursuit will be mean- 
ingless. Death m honor is far more 
preferable than living m humfli- 
ation. 

. hi another sermon. Imam Hussein 
tmmaulrn the truth «nd proclaims 
outright the prime objective be- 
hind Ins being is Karbala. He ad- 
dresses his enemies: “I swear by 
God that I will never surrender to 
you and shall not escape like 
slaves’’ 

By this instructive statement. 
Imam expresses the motto of his 
revolution: He warns his enemies 
that be will continue hie mission to 
defend Islam though there are a 
few to support him,' and will sac- 
rifice his life for the mission. 

By using these statements. 
Imam Hussein taught people a les- 
son of bravery, dignity, honor. 

steadfastness, and true faith. He, 
in feet, revived die school of Islam 
by his heroic martyrdom. It is this 
to ibis very fact that the Prophet 
Mohammad (S) said 'THussein is 
from me and I am from Hussein. 

“O Master of Martyrs! bless 
our combatants in- die Karbala of 
Iran and beseech God to bestow 

nn thf- m^ilwbmte nf f slam 

in their much toward achieving 
final victory. 
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Imam Hussein (AS): 


T here is tiothing between yon and death except a wuik ; hence, before you leave this 
world, try to do something which will stand you in good stead in the day of 

resurrection. 



Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei: 

When Imam Hussein (AS) rose against the despotic ruler of his time, he envisaged two 
different fetes for himself and his companions: attaining martyrdom; or achieving 
victory and establishing an Islamic system. 



Tehran Times Service 
The issue of Ashore and fee rise of 
Imam Hussein (AS) in Karbala led 
Muslim scholars to develop vari- 
ous interpretations regarding the 
nature of this movement and its 


impact on Muslim polity and cul- 
ture its role in changing and 
moulding die history of Islam. 


Numerous books have been 
written on the issue of Ashura, but 
most of diem fail to touch the chief 
objective of this movement. 

Ayatolla Murtaza Motahhari 
went to the root of the matter and 
demonstrated the role of this 


movement in Muslim society. 

Himasah-e-Husseini (The epic 
ofHussein) is die name of his hook 
in three volumes, published by 
Sadia Publications in Tehran. 

The first volume of the book 
comprises three parts, and the first 
part comprises four articles on the 
distortions of die Karbala episode. 

These articles are speeches de- 
livered by Martyr Motahhari on 
different occassioos. 


The second part of the book 
comprises three articles under the 
title of "Himasah-e-Husseini " 
(Epic of Hossein). The third part 
comprises seven articles on the 
element of propagation in the 
movement of Imam Hussein (AS). 

In this part the element of 
propagation in the movement of 
Imam Hussein (AS), in particular, 
and propagation in Islam, in gen- 
eral, was discussed. 


The second volume contains 
four parts and the first part also 
comprises four articles on the idea 
of enjoining die good and forbid- 
ding evil in the movement of Imam 
Hussein (AS). 

The other articles of this vol- 
ume are: "Slogans of Ashura," 
"Analysis of the Episode of 
Ashura", and "Nature of the 
Movement of Imam Hussein. ” 

The third volume of the book 
comprises ten chapters. In this 
book Martyr Motahhari tries to 
deal with the historical roots of the 
episode of Karbala and die nature 
of this episode. 



In die third chapter he studies 
Imam Hussein (AS) and the 
Prophet Jesus (PBUH). At the end 
of this book he does a critique of 
Dr. Ali Shariah's book, "Hussein 
Varetb-e Adam” (Hussein, 
Adam’s Heir) and "Shahide Javid 
(The Immortal Martyr) by Nema- 
toflah Sale hi Najafabadi. 

The Tnafri thrust of this book is 
that Imam Hussein (AS) should be 
considered an epic hero, and we 
should try to highlight the bright 
perspective of die episode of Kar- 
bala, for Imam Hussein's epic as- 
pect is a hundred times greater 
than its wicked profile. He is of the 
view that Imam Hussein (AS) 
should Dot be assessed with refer- 
ence to the crimes and atrocities 
inflicted upon him. It is true that 
Imam Hussein was martyred 
through being beheaded by Shimr. 
But the martyred Imam is a symbol 
and, consequently, he lives on. 
Mutahari says that Bani Umayydd 
were under the impression if they 
killed Imam Hossein (AS), every- 
thing would be burned with him, 
tu rning into dust and ashes. 

What Ayatollah Motahhari 
points out is that people should 


mourn and shed tears for Imam 
Hussein (AS) as a living epic hero 
who sought to enforce justice, re- 
instated die rights of the downtrod- 
den and strove for the continuity 
of the line of thinking of the 
Prophet (SAW). Motahhari be- 
lieves that we should weep for the 
fallen hero as be was, for he dedi- 
cated his life to the promotion of 
the ideals of the society. Wailing 
for a miserable, feeble and weak 
person is meaningless. One should 
weep for a hero so as to attain the 
qualities of the epic spirit in one- 
self. He should develop a sense of 
justice, instill in his soul hatred 
against tyrants, endeavor to work 
for die freedom of the barefooted, 
promote humane values, and, fi- 
nally. fight to preserve the dignity 
of mankin d. 

In the first volume of the book 
"Himasah-e Husseini. Motahhari 
writes feat my knowledge about 
Imam Hussein (AS) is that his per- 
sonality is an epic history foil of 
determination, resistance, and 
truth. He left a few words which 
signify the greatness of his soul. 
In one instance. Imam Hussein 
(AS) was asked by his companions 



to narrate something from the 
Prophet (SAW). He replied by 
quoting a saying from him: “God 
likes great works and dislikes 
wickedness”. 

What is significant here is the 
choice of fee saying. The selection 
reflects Imam Hussein’s (AS) 
great soul. The martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (A.S) imbued a 
new life to fee world of Islam. 
Following Imam Hussein’s (AS) 
marlyrdom, we observe that fee 
Ummah's home and dignity were 
reinstated. Societies thrive on dig- 
nity, independence, ideals, ideol- 
ogy and philosophy, which are 
regarded as fee best assets. Wife- 
out those norms they become sick 
and begin to wither. 

Imam Khomeini’s success in 
bringing about fee Islamic Revolu- 
tion in Iran, and, through it, influ- 
encing the entire Muslim world, 
lives in the feet feat be made fee 
Ashura movement a continuing 
process in human history for 
evolving a better society feat could 
safeguard fee principles of justice, 
social equity and cultural inde- 
pendence of fee West 
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Motahhari concludes that Mus- 
lims should view Imam Hussein's 
(AS) movement as a great Islamic 
and epic movement, rather than a 
sorrowful and sad event It brings 
about courage, valor and dyna- 
mism among Muslims. 
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The shifting sand-dunes of Kar- 
bala were smeared with blood. 
Near one of such dunes, on the 
bank of Alkoma, lay the prostrate 
figure of a youth with blood gush- 
ing out from innumerable wounds. 
The crimson life-tide was ebbing 
fast. Even so, it seemed as if he 
was anxiously expecting some- 
body to come to him , to be near 
him before he breathed his last 


Hassan — howhe,achildofl2,had 
burst out into uncontrollable tears. 
His father, on hearing him to his 
side and given his band in 
Hossein’s hand with the words: 
“Hossein, this child I am entrust- 
ing to you. He will represent me 
on the day of your supreme sacri- 
fice and lay down his life in de- 
fending you and your dear ones, 
much as 1 would have done if alive 
on that day.” How his father had 


scampered from there seeing him 
roaring like an unraged lion! The 
th o ught of that unpleasant inter- 
lude contracted his brows. Or was 
it the excruciating pain he was 
suffering on account of the deep 
gashes he had all over his body? 


Yet another scene passed be- 
fore Abbas' 8 eyes - Salrina leading 
42 children, each with a dry water- 
bag. The children were sboutmg as 
if in chorus - "Thirst, consuming 



Through his parched throat he was 
feebly calling somebody. Yes, 
Abbas was anxiously expecting his 
master to come to him before he 
parted with his life, as he had come 
to the side of all his devoted 
friends who had laid down their 
dear lives for him and in espousing 
bis cause. 

It is said dial before a man’s 
death all die past event of his life 
pass before his mind’s eye in a 
flash-back. In his last moments 
Abbas was experiencing this. He 
was seeing himself as a child in 
Medina following Hossein with a 
devotion which was considered 
unique even for a brother. He was 
seeing the events of that hot and 
sultry day in Kufe when his illus- 
trious father Ali was addressing a 
congregation in the mosque and 
be, as a child, with his charac- 
teristic devotion, was looking at 
the face of his beloved brother 
watching him intently so that he 
could attend to his wishes on an 
instant command. Seeing from the 
parched lips of Hossein that be was 
feeling extremely thirsty, how he_ 
had darted out from the mosque 
and returned with a tumbler full of 
cool, refreshing water and in the 
hurry to carry the water as quickly 
as possible to quench the consum- 
ing thirst of his dearest brother, 
how he had spilled water on his 
own clothes. He was recalling how 
this incident had made his illustri- 
ous father stop in the midst of his 
speech, with tears rolling down his 
cheeks at the sight of his young son 
all wet with water. He was remem- 
bering his father's reply to the 
queries from his faithful followers 
as to what had brought tears in his 
eyes, that Abbas who had wetted 
his body with water in the process 
of quenching Hossein’s thirst 
would in the not too distant future 
wet his body with his own blood 
in attempting to quench the thirst 
ofhisyouqg children. He was viv- 
idly seeing the scene on die 21st 
Ramazan , way back in 40 Hijra, 
when bis father mortally 
wounded, was lying on his death- 
bed entrusting his children and 
dependents to the care of his eldest 
brother, Hasan- all except him. 
Seeing that his father had com- 
menced ell but him to the care of 


turned to him and affectionately 
told him: “Abbas, my child, I 
know your unbounded love for. 
Hossein. Though you are too 
young to be told about it, when that 
day dawns, consider no sacrifice 
too great for Hossein and his chil- 
dren.” He saw before his mind’s 
eye that parting with his aged 
mother Fatima in Medina. How 
she had affectionately embraced 
him and reminded him of die dying 
desire of his father to lay down his 
life in the defence of Hossein and 
his dear ones. 

A faint smile of satisfaction 
flickered for a brief moment on his 
parched lips-a smile of satisfaction 
feat he had fulfilled his father’s 
wish; feat he had performed his 
duty for which he was brought up.‘ 
It just flitted for a moment and 
vanished as other scenes came be- 
fore his mind’s eye. He was re- 
living fee events of fee night 
before. He was seeing Shimr 
stealthily coming to him and talk- 
ing to him about his ties of rela- 
tionship; about fee protection he 
had been promised for Abbas by 
the Commander of Yazid’s 
forces, only if he would leave 
Hossein and go over to Yazid’s 
camp; about fee promises of riches 
and rewards that he would get; 
bow he had spurned fee suggestion 
of Shimr wife fee utmost disdain 
to the chagrin of that servile min- 
ion who had sold his soul for a 
mess of pottage. How he had 
scared away feat coward by his 
scathing rage saying: “You wor- 
shipper of Mammon, do not think 
that Abbas will be lured by your 
tempting offer of power and pelf. 
If I die in defending my master, 
Hossein, 1 shall consider myself 
fee luckiest person. O coward, re- 
member feat valiants die but once. 
Nobody is bom to live eternally. 
By betraying my master, you have 
betrayed fee Prophet, whose relig- 
ion you profess to follow. On fee 
Day of Judgement you will be 
doomed to eternal perdition. I am 
ashamed to own any relationship 
wife you. Had it not been for the 
fad feat you have come here un- 
armed. I wouid have giyen you fee 
chastisement you deserve for your 
impudence in asking me to become 
a airocoat." How - that wretch tied 


thirst, is killing us. “ Sakina com- 
ing to him and putting her dry 
water-bag at his feet and saying to 
him: “O uncle, I know you will do 
something to get water for us. 
Even if you can bring one bag full 
of water, we can wet our parched 
throats.” He could see that thirst, 
ag g ravated by the scorching heat 
of the desert, was squeezing their 
young lives out of them. The sight 


from the horse. Wife the object of 
procuring water for his dear little 
Sakina, he bad charged on fee en- 
emy who held the river banks. He 
had run through the enemy ranks 
like a knife through butter. 
Against his surging onslaught fee 
cowards could not stand and had 
run helter-skelter shouting for pro- 
tection. For a moment it seemed as 
if Ali, fee Lion of God, ha de- 
scended f ro m heaven. In no time 
Abbas was near fee rivulet. He had 

jumped down from the horse and 
bent to fill fee water-bag. When it 
was filled to die brim, he had taken 
some water in his cupped hand to 
drink and satisfy his killing thirst. 
But, on second thoughts, be had 
thrown fee water away. How 
could he drink water when Sakina 
and the children were still wither- 
ing without it? How couki he be so 
callous as to forget feat his master 
Hossein had not had a drop of 
water since the last three days! He 
had turned to his horse which had 
been let loose so feat it could sat- 
isfy its thirst The animal had been 
intently looking at its master as if 
to say: “I too am aware that, so 
long as our master and his children 
remain without water, our (hirst 
cannot be quenched.” 

Wife fee water-bag filled he 
had jumped into the nddle with 

one thought upp erm ost in his mind 

- to get fee water to the arduously 
waiting children as quickly as pos- 
sible. Seeing him galloping to- 
wards the camp of Hossein, fee 
enemy had turned. Somebody had 
shouted from fee enemy ranks that 
if Hossein and his people got 
water, it would be difficult to fight 
them on fee battlefield. Though it 
ws an uneven fight, he fought them 
wife valour which was so charac- 
teristic of his father's. Though he 
was thirsty and hungry, he 






of these youngsters had moved 
him more than any other soul-strir- 
ring events of feat faithful day. 
How he bad picked up fee water- 
bag wife assurance to Sakina that 
he would go and bring water — 
God Willing. How he had taken 
Hossein's permission and 
marched out of the camp with a 
sword in one hand, the flag in the 
other, and fee bag on his shoulder, 
wife fee children following him in 
a group up to the outer perimeter 
of fee camp! How Hossein had 
repeatedly requested him to avoid 
fighting as much as possible and 
confine himself to the issk of 
bringing water! 

Kia thoughts switched over to fee 
eveats that had preceded his foil 


charged on them and scattered 
them. The mercenaries of Yazid 
were running like Iambs in a fold 
when charged by a lion. Seeing 
that a frontal assault on a man so 
brave was not possible, they had 
resorted to a barrage of arrows. 
When arrows were coming from 
all sides, Abbas had only one 
thought in his mind - how to pro- 
tect fee water-hag than his life. 
Seeing feat Abbas was preoccu- 
pied wife this thought, one treach- 
erous foe, hiding behind a 
sand-dune, had rushed out and 
dealt a blow on his right ba ud and 
cut it off. la a flash Abbas had 
transferred his swozd to his left 
hand and the standard he was bear- 
mg he had hugged to his chest. 
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Now feat fee lion of Ali was crip- 
pled, fee foes had found courage 
to surround him. A blow from an 
enemy’s sword severed his left 
Sim. The odds wore now mounting 
against him. He held the bag wife 
his teeth and protected the flag 
wife his chest pressed on 
horse’s back. Now fee paramount 
thought in his mind was to reach 
fee < w|| p somehow or fee other. A 
silent prayer had escaped his 
lips: “Merciful Allah, spare me 

long enough to fulfil my mission.” 
But feat was not to be. An arrow 
had pierced the water-hag and 
water had started gushing out of it. 
Was it water that was flowing out 
of feat bag or fee hopes of Abbas? 
AH his efforts had been in vans. 
After all Salrina’s thirst would re- 
main unsatisfied arid all her hopes 
would be frustrated. The enemies 
who had made bold to surround 
him, now seeing his helpless con- 
dition, were now gathering thick 
round him. One of (hem came near 
him and struck a mental blow wife 
an iron mace. He reeled over and 
fell from fee horse. 

He tossed on fee burning sand 
wife excruciating pain. He felt feat 
life was test ebbing out but his 
wish to see his master had re- 
mained unfulfilled. With one last 
effort, wife all fee strength feat 
was left in him, he feouted: “O 
my master, do come to me befbr I 
die.” As if in answer to his 
prayers he felt some footsteps near 
him, yes, his instinct told him that 
it was his lord. His one eye had 
been Minded by an arrow and the 
other filled wife Mood and so he 
could not see. But be felt his mas- 
ter kneeing down beside him, lift- 
ing his head and taking it into his 
lap. Not a word was said for a few 
seconds became bofe were choked 
with emotion. At last he heard 









Hossein’s voice, a half-sob, half 
muffled cry: “Abbas, my brother*, 
what have they done to you?” If 
Abbas could see, would he have 
recognized his master? Wife back 
bent and beard turned white and 
hoary, on hearing fee parting cry 
of his beloved brother, Hossein’s 
plight was such that nobody could 
have recognized his - such was his 
transformation. Abbas was now 
feeling the loving touch of his mas- 
ter’s hand.. Wife effort he mut- 
tered: ” You have come at last, my 

Master. I thought I was not des- 
tined to have a last foreweQ wife 
you bat, thank God, you are 
here.^ ” Wife feese words he put he 
head os the. sand. Tenderly 
Hossein lifted his head and again 






put it on las lap, eoqturmg wby he 
had removed it from there. **My 
Master,” replied Abbas, “fee 
though* feat when you w3J be 
b r ea t hi ng your last, nobody wig be 
there to put yoor head m a lip and 
to comfort you, makes me fed feat 
it would be better if my head fret 

on the and when I fee, jmt as 
yours would be. Brsafet, X am 
jmr uTiht mff jrm rm ttq mates 
It is too much for me to pot ay 
head on your lap.” Homem bunt 
into uncontrollable tens. The 
sight of his brother, whose asms 
was to boron* a byword for devo- 
tion and unflinching frufefidacas, 
laying down ha dear life h lea 
arms, was heart-rending. , 

Abbas was heard to whisper 
softly: “My master. I have saute ; ; 
last wishes to e x pr e ss . Wbcaltes 
born, I had my first look atyip^ : 
fact and it is my last desire feist 
when Idie, my gaze may be on it, 
too. My one eye is pierced by an : 
arrow and fee other is Sited safe : 
blood. If you wiS dear fee blood 
from my one eye, PH be shfe to 
see you and fulfil my iaatdjrmg 
desire. My second wish is feat 
when I die you may not cany ay 
body to fee can#. I had promised 
to bring water to Sakina ami ,saoe 
I have foiled m my attang* to taring 
her water, I cannot free her even 
in death. Besides, I know feat fee 
bkiws that you have received since 
morning have aS but crushed you 
and carrying xay bod|y to fee caunp 
will be hart-breaking work for 
you. And my fend wife is feat 
Sakina may not be brought here to 
see my plight- I know wife what 
love and affection fee was devoted 
to me. The aightof my dead body 
lying here win kxD her.” 

Hossein sobbingfy promised 
him feat he would c ar ry o ut his last 
wishes added: “Abbas, I too have 


a wish to be fulfilled. Since child- 
hood you have always called me 
master. For once at least call me 
brother wife your dying breath.” 
This blood was cleared from fee 
eye, one brother looked at fee 
other wife a longing lingering 
look. Abbas was heard to whisper: 
“My brother, my brother” and 
wife these words he surrendered 
his soul to his Maker : Hossean feU 
unconscious on fee dead body of 
Abbas wife a cry: “O Abbas, who 
is left to protect me and S afin a 
after yod?” 

The flow of Furat became dark 
as winter and a mummr arose from 
fee flowing water as if to protest 
against fee ltiUing of a thirsty 
water-bearer on its banks. 
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thick pall of dust was 
over foe battle- 
fieW of Karbala as the son was 
setting. The events of that day, the 
carnage and massacre of saintly 
sorts had cast a gloom on that 
desert tract. An-eerie faience was 
prevailing which was from time to 
time broken by the sound of drum- 
beating to celebrate the victory — 
the hollow victory achieved by a 
host of well-fed, well-equipped 
soldiers against a- handful of brave 


here; in fact it is several leagues 
from here. But teU me, - why you 
want to know the way to Najaf?” 
The child innocently replied: “I 
want to go to the tomb of my 
grandfa t h e r Ali in Najaf and tell 
him what your people have done 
to us — how our men. have been 
butchered; how our ladles have 
.been whipped. I want to teU him 
how the earrings were snatched 
away from the ears of Salrina, my 
cousin, and how she was left 


their thirst for revenge. Someone 
from them suggested that the bod- 
ies of the martyrs from Hussein's 
camp should be trampled under tbe 
hoofs of horses after they had 
given a burial to their own dead 
soldiers. This sug g estion led some 
persons from the tribe of Bani 
Asad to get up and protest that they 
would not permit the body of any 
of Hussein's followers from their 
tribe to be defiled in fo«« manner. 
Others got up and similarly ob- 


you in this limitless desert?” The 
echo of her voice was the only 
reply she was getting. In utter frus- 
tration she turned to the place 
where the body of Hussein lay. 
Running towards Hussein's body 
she cried: “Hussein, my brother, 
1 cannot find Saldsa, your own 
darling child, whom you-had left 
to my care. Tel] me, brother, 
where shall I look for her in this 
wilderness? ” As die came near 
the body, the moon, which had 


The Night of Tragedy 


warriors, tormented fay three days 
of thirst and hunger,, each of whom 
had fought every inchofiris ground 
and displayed vahance which has 
reimined unparalleled in die annals 
of mankind.' 

When the beating of drams had 
stopped, the desert wind carried 
the sound' of wafting from tents 
pitched on a hillock, teats whch 
had been, plundered and burnt, 
tents which had been ransacked, 
looted and pillaged. These, ram- 
shackle tents were the remains of 
Hussein's Camp. The moaning 
sound fast was coming from them 
was of the ladies and children of 
die Prophet's house who had suf- 
fered untold hardships indig- 
nities at the hands of Yazid’s 
mercenary millions. Not tong after 
the ruthless killing of Hussein, 
YazkTs soldiers had marched on 
fee camp where die defenceless 
ladies and helpless children of 
Hussein and his devoted follow- 
ers stayed and, with raddessness 
and savagery which only these 
barbarians were capable of, had 
robbed them even of wearing ap- 
parel. There was not much that 
they could fey their hands on. The 
son of Ali and Fatima was not 
accustomed to worldly luxuries 
and what they found in his camp 
sorely disappointed them. The 
coarse clothes they could get had 
only immense sentimental value 
for-the ladies and cfaftdren who 
were deprived of diem, because 
many of them bad been woven by 
Fatima with her own hands.. The 
small wooden cradle which they 
took away had in e stim a M e value 
for Ali Asghar’s mother, because 
it had associations with die child 
who had died m£tde wUle ago in 
his Adler’s anus, with his throat 
pierced by die arrow of Hannah. 

The widows and orphans who ' 
had, during die short space of a 
few hours, - kist all their dear ones 
were brutally beaten and huhed by 
the ruthless marauders. Not satis- 
fied widrdxnr heartless brutality, 
die enemy set fire to the tents. 
What a holocaust it was! A young 
chiM was seen rushing out of one 
of the burning teats with his 
clothes aflame. One of die enemy 
soldiers, seeing bis pitiable condi- 
tion, came to Us help and put out . 
thb flames. The child looked at 
hfm wife surprise because be had 
not expected to find even a spark 
of human feelings in the brutes 
who hod come to inflict tortures on 
them. Seeing that he was some- 
what different from die others, he 
sobbed: “O Shaikh, when yon 
have been so land to me, do me 
one more favor and show me the 
way to Najaf.” The man was very 
much surprised at this request. He 
replied “Najaf is far away from 


bleeding and in pain.’* 

Z ai n ab, who was now in charge 
of die cariqi, according to die >»<=* 
wishes of her beloved brother, did 
not know what to do. Should she 
ask all the ladies children to 

- perish in the consuming fire rather 
than suffer die indignities they 
were subjected to? Whose counsel 
and advice could she fn ring 

. hour of trial, for AH, the afling son 
of Hussein, was lying uncon- 
scious on die bare flow of one of 
die burning tents? Even the mat cm 
which this young Tmam was lying 
had been snatched away. Zainab 
had no alternative hot to turn to Ali 
Zainal Abedeen who, though seri- 

- ously ill, was the only person 
whose decision in such a crucial 
matter could be followed. She 
rushed to him and shook him hard 
saying: “O my brother’s son, as 
our Imam I appeal to yon to tell us 
what we should do in the present 
hying circumstances. Shall we re- 
main in the teats and allow our- 
selves to be devoured by die fires 
that are raging or go out of the 
tents into die open?” Zainab, ' 
“My aunt, it is our religious duty 
to do all we con to save our lives. 
We must all leave foe tents and go 
out into the open, however unpal- 
atable it may be to us.” On hearing 
tins Zaihab and Knlsum led all die 
ladies and children out of the born- 
ing tents. She helped Ali Zainal 
Abedeen to go out into die open. 

Soon the fires raging in die 
tents subsided. Only one tent re- 
mained tfaottgh partly da««ag «» d by 
die fire. The ladies and children 
salvaged whatever they could of 
their meagre belongings and hud- 
dled together in the remnants of 
that one tent which afforded them 
some shelter. 

With foe advent of the night the 
moon appeared an foe horizon. It 
appeared tinted with red. Whether 
it was due to die effect of the dust 
that was hanging heavily in die 
atmosphere or whether foe silver 
orb was red with anger at the 
atrocities that were perpetrated on 
the innocent people of the 
Prophet's house, it is difficult to 
say. The thirsty children, who 
were still without water, were go- 
ing oat of the teats to open their 
mouths m vain attempts to catch 
die dew that was falling in tiny 
drops. But such was the beat radi- 
ated by the sand that even die dew 
drops were evaporating in the at- 
mosphere. 

The base and despicable in- 
stincts of Amr Saad and his subor- 
dinate officers were not gratified 
even with the mhnman tortures 
they had inflicted on die widows 
and orphans m Hussein's camp. 
They were assembled to consider 
how they could further satisfy 


jected to such treatment being 
meted out to the corpses of 
Hussein’s companions belonging 
to their clan or tribe or in any way 
related to them. Amr Saad seeing 
foe opposition decided that only 
the body of Hussein would be 
trampled under die feet of horses. 
For this purpose horses were shod 
afresh and the brutes carried out 
their pnipose. There was not a soul 
amongst them to say that, though 
Hussein was not related to him, he 
was the Prophet’s grandson and 
his blood relationship with the 
Prophet deserved better considera- 
tion, if not in life, at least in death. 
Not one amongst them had the 
decency to say that die Prophet of 
Islam has expressly enjoined on 
diem not to dewee rp*?* or defile 
even the corpses of the fallen foes 
who had died in battle against the 
Prophet When 7.«nah and Kul- 
smn, die loving sisters of Hussein 
mine to know only Hussein's 
body was singled out for this bar- 
barous defilement, their grief and 
sorrow knew no bounds. But what 
could they do in their utterly help- 
less predicament? 

The night was progressing 
slowly, as if time had crane to a 
standstill. Though exhausted, hun- 
gry and thirsty, Zainab realized 
that she had to perform the duties 
which now bad devolved on her 
because die illness of Ali Zainal 
Abedeen, foe only surviving son of 
Hussein, had become aggravated 
by what he had endured. She 
called her sister Umme Knlsum to 
her and told her that they had now 
to look after the orphaned chil- 
dren, according to Hussein’s last 
wishes, in foe best manner they 
could. They both decided foot they 
would first count all the children 
to see that none of them was lost 
in foe wilderness during foe pan- 
demonium that had prevailed as a 
result of foe arson, and after that, 
they both would, by turn, keep 
vigil outside the tent. 

Zainab called all foe children to 
her and started counting and iden- 
tifying each of them. They found 
that one child was missing. To her 
horror and dismay, Zainab found 
that Salrina, the beloved daughter 
of Hussein, whom he had particu- 
larly requested her to look after, 
before marching out for foe last 
time, was not there. In foe dark 
nigfe, dimly lit by the pale moon, 
Zainab and Kulsum started foe 
search. In vain they were looking 
hither and thither but no trace of 
Salrina was found. With every 
mmiite q£her vain search for Sak- 
ina, Zainab’ s anxiety was increas- 
ing. She knew not where to look 
for her. She was shouting: "O 
Sakina, my darling, tell me where 
are you? Where shall I look for 


been hiding behind dark cluds, 
came out and lit the surrounding 
area with its pale beams. She saw 
Salrina clinging to the dead body 
of her father and sleeping with her 
head rested on his chest. For a 
moment Zainab thought that the 
child had passed away, being un- 
able to bear foe torments she was 
subjected to since her father’s 
martyrdom. Slowly she came near 
foe child and gently cried: “Sak- 
ina, my child, I have come here 
after searching for you all over this 
desert ” The girl opened her eyes. 
Even in that dimly lit desert 
Zainab could see that Sakina's 
eyes were swollen as if she had 
cried her heart out embracing foe 
body of her beloved father. She 
gently picked her up in her arms 
and said, “Salrina, tell me what 
made you come here. My child, 
how could you find your father’s 
beheaded body in this dark 
night?” Innocently the child re- 


plied. “O aunt, I was seized by an 
irresistible desire to teU him that 
his dear Sakina had been robbed of 
,the earrings which he had so lov- 
ingly presented. 1 wanted to tell 
him That foe man had not even 
cared to take them out but snatched 
them away, tearing my ear lobes. 
I wanted to tell him that when I 
cried with pain, I had been merci- 
lessly slapped by that beast.” The 
child continued sobbing: “When I 
left the tent I was running aim- 
lessly in the desert shouting, ‘Fa- 
ther tell me where you are lying. 
Father, Sakina wants to come to 
you and tell you about all the suf- 
ferings she has endured since you 
left her!’ I felt that the wind 
brought a moaning cry from this 
direction, as if my father was re- 
plying to me: ‘Sakina, my own 
Salrina, come here, come here.’ 1 
«ttu* r unning in th»«t direction and 
I found my father lying here. 
Zainab, my aunt, I narrated to 
him all that I bad endured; all that 
you and everybody else had suf- ' 
fered since our parting with him. 
My narrating everything to him 
lightened my heart and I felt an 
urge to sleep on .his chest, fra the 
last time, as I had been sleeping so 
often when he was alive. So I kept 
my head on his chest and slept till 
you came to awaken me.” 

Hand in hand with Sakina, 
Zainab returned to the camp. 
Much as she had felt like remain- 
ing, there near Hussein's body and 
pouring, her full heart before him, 
as Sakina bad done, she could not 
do so because she was conscious 
that her sister Umme Knlsum md 
Sakina’s mother were waiting for 
her and Salrina, with fear and 
hope. She hurried back to foe 
camp as fast as her tired legs could 
carry her. On reaching the tent, 


she put the exhausted child in foe 
mother’s arms with a request to 
put her to sleep. For Zainab there 
were other duties to perform and a 
vigil to keep outside. It was not so 
much a thought of protecting any 
precious belongings, for, of these 
there were none; it was with the 
intention of requesting any possi- 
ble intruders not to disturb the 
children, die hungry and thirsty 
children who were one by one 
falling into sleep of sheer exhaus- 
tion. 

She had hardly come out of the 
tent when she noticed that a group 
of people were advancing towards 
the burnt out comp. Their figures 
were silhouetted by the flame- 
torches they carried. Zainab was 
beside herself with rage at the cal- 
lousness of these intruders who, 
she thought, would not even per- 
mit the children the little rest 
which sleep afforded them. She 
hurried towards these persons and, 
when she was within hearing dis- 
tance from them, entreated them 
to go bode. “If you have come 
with foe object of looting us, 1 ’ she 
said, “I can tell you that your 
people have not left with us any- 
thing of value. Our children have 
gone to sleep and your vandalism 
will awaken them. If at all you 
want anything, come in the morn- 
ing. We helpless women and chil- 
dren cannot escape from your 
dutches during foe night. ’ ’ 

A lady, who was accompanying 
the group, replied to her in a very 
polite way. Zainab was surprised 
at foe respectful tone in which that 
lady was addressing her. “My 
lady, we have not come to take 
away anything from you, for we 
know that what you have said is 
true and there is nothing left with 

(Contd on Pg. 8) 
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yoa. We have brought some food 
and water, for your children and 
the bereaved ladies of your 
camp." 

Nothing could have surprised 
Zainab more than this reply. The 
people from Yazid’s army, and the 
lady accompanying them, had now 
reached Zainab 's tent. She could 
see in the flickering light of the 
torches they were carrying, that 
what the lady had said was correct. 
Some of the men were carrying on 
their heads large trays containing 
bread; others had in their hands 
pitchers full of water. What emo- 
tions this sight of water evoked in 
Zainab ’s wounded heart can be 
better imagined than described. 
For this water each and every one 
of her kith and kin, her sons, her 
nephews, her brothers and 
Hussein had craved till death, but 
not a drop was given to any of 
them. She controlled herself and 
took the lady into the tent 

Try as she would, Zainab could 
not recognize this lady who was 
die only one from the enemy’s side 
to have spoken so kindly and re- 
spectfully to her since that eve- 
ning. So she asked her who she 
was and what had induced her peo- 
ple to relent by sending food and 
water. The lady replied: "My 
lady, I am the widow of Hur, who 
last night came over to your 
brother Hussein from Yazid’s 
army and died this morning fight- 
ing bravely in defense of your 
brother. My husband was a gen- 
eral in Yazid’s army, commanding 
a thousand soldiers. When some of 
the soldiers of Amr Saad realized 
that all of you would perish due to 
hunger and thirst, and they would 
not be able to take you before 
Yazid according to his command, 
they decided to depute me to carry 
foe food and water for you." 



"ossein's martyrdom is 
i landmark in the history 
of Islam. It is a tragic event of the 
early Islamic society. Believers 
have been mourning it since that 
time. However in addition to ex- 
pression of sorrow, it has also been 
a source of courage for them. It has 
prevented them from reconciling 
with the institution of monarchy 
which had replaced the Islamic 
form of government. As a result 
they, from time to time , fought 
against the despotic kings and tried 
to establish the Islamic form of 
government, for which Hazrat 
Imam Hossein had laid his life. 

The model of this form of gov- 
ernment was established by the 
Holy Prophet himself. It, as men- 
tioned in the following verse of 
Qoran , was based on the mutual 
consultation of the believers: 

‘And whose affairs are decided 
by counsel among themselves. * 
(Surah al-Shura * the Counsel ’ — 
3S) 

This system guaranteed equal 
basic rights to all the subjects of 
the Islamic State. It eliminated all 
forms of exploitation from the Is- 
lamic polity which eventually 
proved a blessing for the human- 
ity. But after the reign of the first 
four celebrated Caliphs of the 
Holy Prophet, monarchy suc- 
ceeded to replace the Islamic form 
of government. However the sali- 
ent features of the Islamic form of 
government were still fresh in the 
minds of their believers and was 
not possible to ignore all the teach- 


As soon as Zamah heard dud 
her visitor was foe widow of that 
brave warrior who had turned his 
back on foe world with <^"1 to 
defend her brother Hussein, and 
laid down bis life figfatng most 
gallantly, she offered her condo- 
lences to foe widow. "O sister," 
she said, “we are all indebted to 
your husband for laying down his 


youngest here, I have brought it to 
you." Hearing this. Salons took 
fos beaker filled with water from 
Zainab’ s hands and ran out of tfe 
tent Taj pah rushed out after her 
shouting: "Sakina, tell me where 
you want to go in this dark out- 
side." The child replied: "I am 
talriw g the water to my brother All 
Asghar, who is sleeping amongst 


The Night of 
Tragedy 


precious life in defending 
Hussein. He was our guest, but 
alas! he came to visit us at a time 
when we had nothing left to offer 
him. May God grant you patience 
to endure you bereavement" 
Hearing this, Hut’s widow re- 
plied: "My lady, I know not how 
I can offer my family." She 
brought the trays of bread and 
water-jugs and placed them before 
Zainab. 

Zainab was reminded of the 
parting wish of her brother. Just 
before leaving, he had told her 
that, if die got water after his 
death, die should first offer it to 
Sakina. With a beaker full of water 
she went over to where Sakina was 
sleeping and woke her up saying: 
"Sakina, my child at last there is 
water for you. Get up, my child, 
and wet your parched lips and 
throat with refreshing drink." 

Sakina got up from her sleep 
and looked at her aunt With child- 
like innocence she asked: “Dear 
Aunt, you too have remained 
thirsty for days. Why did you not 
drink it first before waking me 
up?" Zainab replied with a lump 
in her throat: "My child, it is usual 
to give food and drink to the 
youngest first. Since you are the 


ings of Islam altogether. The ma- 
jority of the believers insisted that 
as envisaged in the teachings of 
Islam, the new rulers must get 
oath of fealty from all the believ- 
ers. Yazid bin Moaviya had to face 
a similar situation. Although a 
large section of the population, to 
save the Muslim polity from the 
international conflicts, had 
obliged Yazid , the new ruler , but 
a number of the prominent Com- 
panions of the Holy Prophet, re- 
fused to take oath of fealty for him. 
Imam Hossein was one of them. 

The monarchy , after estab- 
lishing itself firmly, began to 
usurp all the basic rights of the 
people. Despotic governors in the 
provinces took undue advantage of 
this situation and started oppress- 
ing the people for their ulterior 
aims. The oppressed people natu- 
rally looked for help towards these 
Companions who had refused to 
take oath of fealty for Yazid. They 
did not disappoint them. Imam 
Hossein promised to help them. 
But the despotic kings and rulers 
who survive on their intelligence 
system are never unaware of the 
political ' developments in their 
countries. Yazid was promptly in- 
formed about the mission of 
Ha 2 rat Imam hossein. He man- 
aged this affair in such a way that 
created difficult situations for the 
Imam. 

To disperse the masses who had 
invited the Imam, Yazid planted 
his own men among the people of 
Iraq. These planted men suc- 


the dead. Did you not tell me that 
it is ««nal to offer such things to 
foe youngest? Ali Asghar is foe 
youngest amongst us. I know he 
did not get a drop of water, for, 
when Father brought his still 
body, soaked in blood, from the 
battlefield, my mother had anx- 
iously asked him whether any of 
the soldiers of Amr Saad had taken 
pity on his condition and given him 
water. Father could not say yes in 
reply to this question; be could 
only Hang his head down with tears 
rolling down his cheeks. My 
mother and I understood that Ali 
Asghar had died thirsty. I cannot 
forget how my young brother was 
naming his dried tongue on his 
parched lips since this morning. 
‘O Aunt Zainab, now that water is 
available, let me give it to him." 

This innocent reply of Safrma 
brought before foe eyes of every- 
body die scene of that morning, 
with foe child Ali Asghar’ s tragic 
quest for water. All of them wept 
bitterly recalling the memory of 
that infant who had perished with 
parched lips. Controlling herself 
Zainab caught hold of Sakina and 
said: "Sakina, Ali Asghar had 
been given water in heaven by 
your Grandfather and he is no 


longer thirsty. Lot him sleep foe 
eternal sleep of deat h from which 
pptfrpig can wake bun up. See, 
your father, your uncle Abbas and 
your brother Ali Akber, have not 
taowt the water from the cool 
springs of heaves because they 
would not touch it so long as you, 
my child, remain thirsty. Drink it* 
my child, drink it so that those who 
are waiting in Heaven for you to 
quench your fairst, may also taste 
foe water of Kausar." Sakina si- 
lently took the beaker from 
Zainab* s hand* and drank the 
water with hot tears rolling down 

her checks. Was she recalling how 

her uncle Abbas had gone out to 
fetch water for her, this same 
water which was now available to 
her to drink as much as she 
wanted, never to return? 

All foe children were served 
food and water after waking them 
up from foeir tired sleep. Can it be 
imagined how foe ladies of foe 

house ofthe Prophet partook of the 
food and water with the memory 
of their dear ones dying without 
any food and water, still lingering 
in foeir nwnds and eating up their 
hearts like cankers? The children 
were pat to sleep again. Zainab 
asked all foe ladies to sleep and 
undertook to keep a watch outside 
so that, if any intruders came, she 
could warn them. In spite of foe 
protestations of sfoe other ladies, 
Zamah would not agree to sleep 
and let them keep the watch. "It 
was my brother’s wish that, after 
him, I should assume all foe re- 
sponsibilities of tins caravan of 
captives. I must fulfill foe respon- 
sibilities that have now developed 
on me according to his wishes," 
she said with a tone of finality. 

Zamab was now malting rounds 
of the tent with a half burnt ten- 
pole in her hands. She was some- 
times looking towards the morgue 
where lay the corpses of all her 
dear ones, Ali Akbar, Qasim, Aun 
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and Muhammad, and others- 
Sometimes she was looking m fo° 
direction of the river where Jay foe 
body of her brother Abbas. Often 
she was looking in foe direction 
where lay the body of her dearest 
Hhmaun- She wu recalling bow 
her brothers, nephews and sons 
had tenderly looked after her from 
the day s he had started from Med- 
ina on the ominous journey and 
what a helpless and hapless state 
she was falmg herself in, when 
they were all gone forever. With 
three thoughts she turned in the 
direction of Najaf where her father 
AH lay buried. To her mind came 
the memories of the days spent by 
her in Knfa when her fetber, sk the 
Khalif, was having his seat in that 
town. With what respect she was 
treated in those days by these very 
people who had not m the least 
hesitated to hurl insults and igno- 
miny at her on this day! How they 
had vied with each other in at- 
tempts to hnmitiate her? Her head 
was reeling with these thoughts. 
She swooned with the grief winch 
had become unbearable for her. In 
her unconscious state foe saw one 
person galloping towards the camp 
aa if he was coming from a long 
distance and wanted to reach there 
post-haste. His free Was covered 
by a veil. In her trance foe felt that 
he was coining to torment the wid- 
ows and children and so she 
shouted at him to halt. In her fe- 
verish delirium she entreated him 
not to disturb the ladies and chil- 
dren who were sleeping. She felt 
that her requests were not heeded 
by the rider. Burning with wrath 
she rushed towards the rider, 
caught hold of his reins and 
shouted at him: "O Shaikh, I am 
sxqplicating you to turn bade and 
not to disturb us in our present 
predicament, but you are not lis- 
tening to me. I am the granddaugh- 
ter of the Prophet of Islam and 
daughter of Ali and Fatima. Have 




you ao regard farfopPiriffoimd 
hi* fondly tin* ytmmm 


reaped? 1 'hi her 1 
sbenw&o free offer fife A&, 

with deep sorrow depicted ce jt 
She beard him bunt art wto teen 
and say: "Zainab, I hero com k> 
take over from you ti» doty cS 
guarding foe widow* sed dakfeus 
of my Hussein, bis krone* rod 
companion*. O Zaxafo wta fae 
three forces of evfi and qppreroaui 
done to you atf?" Zamfofcfcaaif 
aim mist unburden her heart lofcr 
father. "Q Father, how fate you 
have come! Where were you whoa 
my AH Akbar and Quite, Abbas 
and others &Q in the btflfcfidd? 
Where were yon wbro yoar 
Hussein’s bead was roens&tefy 
severed from his body witiuot giv- 
ing him a drop of watec? Where 
were you when Salrma ’s ca nti ng* 
were snatched away n ero fl oB riy 
tad when sfae was faruafly dapped 
by SJrimr? Where were you when 
Yazid’s sofaSiere s n at c he d away 
our veils and are fire tenor tenteT’ 
These outpourings of her heart 
were her body a convul- 

sions. She regained conacwuaness 
to find that foe was time alone 
lying on the desert sand with her 
clothes wet with foe teats flowing 
from her eyes. The dawn was 
breaking at that time. Afi Akbar 
had given (he call for ptayere and 
how the monnitg payers were of- 
fered in cangxqption by Hossein 
and his devoted followers! Sfae 
shook offher tears, did substituted 
ablution on foe sand and began her 
morning prayers. Her morning 
prayers finished, foe laid down 
her bead in prostration rad prayed: 
"O Allah, give me strength to bear 
the woes that I have to face. Give 
me fortitude and patience to bear 
the insults, ignominies and indig- 
nities which are to be inflicted on 
me-O Thou Who art the Source of 
alTPower rad Strength." 



ceeded in scattering the group of 
the people who had invited the 
Imam to Iraq. When the Imam 
reached his destination, he, in- 
stead of his supporters, found a 
huge army of Yazid waiting for 
him. However instead of this de- 
ceit, the Imam did not give in but, 
instead, decided to fight the huge 
army of the enemy with the help 
of the small group of his kith and 
kin accompanying him. He fought 
with courage and eventually sacri- 
ficed his life and the lives of the 


dear ones for upholding the cause 
of Islam which waffso dear to him. 

This type of sacrifice of one’s 
life is held in high esteem by al- 
mighty Allah. He equates death of 
a believer as a result of such a 
sacrifice equal to eternal life. In 
this respect the Holy Qoran com- 
mands the believers as under: 

“And call not those who are 
slain in the way of Allah ’dead' 
Nay they are living , onty you 
perceive not.’ (Al-Baqarah 'the 
Cow' — 154) This verse contains 


the philosophy of ’Shahadat’ in 
Islam. Due to this philosophy, it 
had always been inspiring the be- 
lievers throughout the ages. They 
in various periods of history had 
been trying to establish the Islamic 
system of life revealed by Al- 
mighty Allah. Sometimes they 
succeeded in their attempts and on 
occasions they foiled to achieve 
materially but their martyrdom 
was never wasted. It always 
proved a beaconligbt for the suc- 
ceeding generations and they con- 


. tinned their struggle for (he 
establishment of the Mamie sys- 
tem of government. It pr o m p ted 
hundreds of thousands of believers 
" to sacrifice their lives for the cause 
of Islam in every period of Islamic 
history. Even, in the time of the 
decline of the Muslims, it greatly 
helped in the survival of the Mus- 
lim Ummafa, 

The western colonial powers 
bad conquered almost all the Mus- 
lim countries in (he ei ghteen th and 
the nineteenth-hut in spite of their 
superior military power, they 
were still afraid of the Muslims on 
account of their belief in the insti- 
tution of Shahadat. They feared 
that if at any time some popular 
leader of Muslims reorganized 
them in foe li^ht of the philosophy 
of Shahadat, they would topple 
foeir government. To save them- 
selves from such a situation, they 
acquired the services of dishonest 
Ulema who tried to convince jhe.- 
-Muslim -masses that Jehad was ao - 

out-dated institution and should be 
discarded in this modem age/ But ■ 
-the - Shahadat of Sazrat lsuan 
Hossein always reminded tbebe- 
li evers of their duty of restoration 
of Islamic order established by foe 
Holy Prophet. As a remit they (fid 
not pay any attention to ..fop 
Fatawas of these hired IXhrad* 
From these derails it can be con- 
cluded font S hahadat is a great 
asset of foe, Muslim Ummsh god . 
eventually it wiU help in estab- 
lishing foe Islamic order on the 
face of this earth. 



